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1)  MEDICAL  DEILVR  I MENT, 


Report  for  the  year  ended  Sled  yiarcdi,  1909. 


No. 


Island  Medical  Office,  Kingston,  19th  August,  1909. 


Sir, 


The  accompanying  returns  and  reports  are  submitted  for  the  information  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  embrace  the  period  between  and  including  April  1st.,  1908,  and  March  31st.,  1909. 

Transfers. — (1)  Dr.  W.  G.  Farquharson,  D.M.O.,  of  the  Lucea  District  was  transferred,  at  his  own 
request,  to  the  Black  River  District  on  Dr.  Crosswell’s  going  on  leave  previous  to  resigning  his  appoint 
ment,  also  took  up  residence  on  10.12.08. 

(2)  Dr.  C.  A.  H.  Thomson,  D.M.O.,  of  Falmouth  was  transferred  to  the  post  of  Junior  Resident 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston,  taking  up  residence  on  17.9.08. 

(3)  Dr.  F.  deL.  Myers  was  transferred  from  the  post  of  Supernumerary  to  that  of  D.M.O.,  of  the 
Falmouth  District  (vice  Dr.  C.  A.  H.  Thomson)  taking  up  residence  on  17.9.08. 

Resignations. — (a)  Dr.  J.  A.  Allwood  resigned  his  appointment  as  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  the 
Public  Hospital,  Kingston,  on  30.6.08,  to  enter  partnership  with  Dr.  F.  H.  Saunders  in  Kingston. 

(b)  Dr.  L.  O.  Crosswell  resigned  his  appointment  as  District  Medical  Officer  and  has,  it  is  understood 
also  started  practice  in  Kingston. 

We  wish  them  both  eveiy  success  and  regret  that  the  Department  should  have  lost  two  such  senior 
and  able  officers. 

New  appointments. — Two  new  Districts  were  opened  during  the  year,  the  Old  Harbour  and  Lambs 
River  Districts,  both  of  them  more  or  less  revivals  of  former  Districts  that  had  been  retrenched  out  of 
existence. 

Dr.  F.  O.  Simpson  was  appointed  to  the  Old  Harbour  District  taking  up  duty  on  1.5.08. 

Dr.  E.  H.  B.  Stafford  was  appointed  to  the  Lambs  River  District  (being  already  resident  there) 
taking  up  duty  on  17.6.08. 

Dr.  G.  I.  Lecesne  was  appointed  Supernumerary  to  the  Department  taking  up  duty  on  1.9.08. 

Dr.  Lawson  Gifford  acted  most  ably  as  Superintending  Medical  Officer  during  my  absence  on  leave 
from  June  4th  to  December  12th  1908. 


Return  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Island  Medical  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1909. 


— 

Daily  average  No. 
of  Patients. 

Personal 

Emoluments. 

Other 

(Charges. 

Cross 

Expenditure 

for  the  year. 

Amount  of 

due,s 

Collected. 

Actual  e.x- 
penditure 
after  deduct¬ 
ing  amount 
.passed  to 
Credit  of 
FTosiDitals. 

Amount  of 

Grants. 

(Estimated. 

£  s.  d 

£ 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Head  Office 

2,230 

15 

0 

3,121 

8 

8 

5,352 

3 

,8 

•  133 

11 

3 

5,218 

12 

5 

5,490 

14 

2 

Di.strict  Medical  Officers 

and  Supernumerary 

Medical  Officer 

5,571 

5 

3 

5,571 

5 

3 

5,571 

5 

3 

6,000 

0 

0 

Public  General  Hospitals 

Morant  Bay 

176 

12 

0 

277 

10 

11 

454 

2 

11 

13 

10 

8 

440 

12 

3 

480 

10 

0 

Hordley 

169 

5 

6 

247 

14 

9 

417 

0 

3 

10 

13 

2 

406 

7 

1 

403 

0 

0 

Port  Antonio  .  . 

324 

6 

8 

1,545 

0 

5 

1,869 

7 

1 

67 

6 

3 

1,802 

0 

10 

1,563 

0 

0 

Buff  Bay 

170 

13 

7 

357 

12 

8 

.528 

6 

3 

5 

18 

5 

522 

7 

IQ 

577 

12 

0 

Annotto  Bay  .  • 

401 

2 

7 

1,669 

2 

7 

2,070 

5 

2 

10 

13 

3 

2,059 

11 

11 

1,601 

12 

0 

Port  Maria 

229 

11 

0 

678 

14 

9 

908 

5 

9 

22 

9 

0 

885 

16 

9 

999 

4 

0 

St.  Ann’s  Bav  .  . 

168 

3 

0 

260 

14 

8 

428 

17 

8 

8 

11 

2 

420 

6 

6 

485 

12 

0 

Falmouth 

193 

3 

10 

164 

6 

5 

357 

10 

3 

13 

19 

1 

343 

11 

2 

410 

4 

0 

Montego  Bav  .  . 

181 

16 

0 

197 

15 

10 

379 

11 

10 

22 

19 

4 

356 

12 

6 

409 

16 

0 

Lucea 

187 

0 

0 

231 

5 

8 

418 

5 

8 

5 

12 

10 

412 

12 

10 

406 

5 

0 

Sav.-la-Mar 

187 

16 

9 

333 

13 

9 

.521 

10 

6 

38 

18 

8 

482 

11 

10 

494 

6 

0 

Black  River 

169 

13 

6 

319 

16 

5 

489 

9 

11 

9 

9 

6 

480 

0 

5 

445 

IS 

6 

Mandeville 

ISO 

12 

0 

324 

13 

0 

505 

5 

0 

10 

IS 

10 

494 

6 

2 

.506 

12 

0 

CUiapelton 

ff  207 

3 

4 

390 

15 

1 

.597 

18 

D 

22 

10 

0 

575 

8 

5 

644 

8 

0 

Lionel  Town 

239 

10 

6 

607 

4 

11 

846 

15 

5 

3 

18 

4 

842 

17 

1 

1,078 

16 

0 

Spanish  Town 

261 

15 

0 

629 

6 

9 

891 

1 

9 

73 

7 

2 

817 

14 

7 

747 

12 

0 

Cave  Valley 

46 

16 

0 

80 

0 

7 

126 

16 

7 

9 

16 

6 

117 

0 

1 

130 

16 

0 

Attendance  on  Immi- 

grants 

496 

2 

3 

496 

2 

3 

496 

2 

3 

480 

0 

0 

Yaws  Fees 

815 

7 

4 

815 

7 

4 

815 

7 

4 

500 

0 

0 

Drugs  and  Poisons  Law 

13 

4 

6 

13 

4 

6 

14 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Lepers  Home  .  . 

869 

1 

0 

1,484 

3 

11 

2,353 

4 

11 

1 

0 

0 

2,352 

4 

11 

2,262 

12 

0 

Vaccination  Fees 

1,412 

3 

2 

1,412 

3 

2 

1,412 

3 

2 

1,7.50 

0 

0 

(Quarantine 

170 

19 

7 

689 

8 

0 

860 

7 

7 

860 

7 

7 

864 

2 

6 

Central  Board  of  Health 

0 

15  0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

5 

0 

0 

■Medical  Council 

20 

0 

0 

Grant  to  promote  know 

ledge  in  treatment  and 

prevention  of  disease 

61 

18 

6 

61 

18 

6 

61 

18 

6 

100 

0 

0 

■\pparatus  for  collecrion 

of  blood  sucking  flies 

.  . 

6 

9 

0 

6 

9 

0 

6 

9 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Medical  Officer  Genl. 

Penitentiary 

250 

0 

0 

2.50 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

Health  Officer  Port 

Royal 

450 

0 

0 

450 

0 

0 

450 

0 

0 

450 

0 

0 

Public  Hospital 

.  , 

3,654 

0 

3 

4,543 

1 

5 

8.199 

1 

8 

410 

18 

5 

7,788 

3 

3 

8,304 

9 

8 

Lunatic  Asylum 

.  .  6,144 

12 

0 

11,641 

16 

11 

17,786 

8 

11 

16,461 

19 

7 

1,.324 

9 

4 

17,357 

18 

5 

Victoria  Jubilee  Hospi- 

' 

tal 

.  .  :  528 

5 

0 

735 

8 

4 

1,263 

13 

4 

301 

10 

0 

962 

3 

4 

1,195 

10 

0 

23,363 

19 

4 

33,338 

16 

2 

.56,702 

15 

6 

17,673 

11 

5 

39,029 

19 

7 

56,450 

10 

3 

Less  received  in  excess  of  expenditure  from  Law  34  of  1894  .  .  . .  ....  0  15  6 


39,029  4  1 

Return  showing  the  number  of  tickets  issued  during  the  year  1908-9,  under  the  system  of  affording 
medical  aid  at  moderate  rates  to  poor  persons  not  on  the  Pauper  Roll  : — 


1/ 

2/ 

3/ 

Parish. 

Tickets. 

Tickets. 

Tickets. 

Kingston 

364 

110 

St.  Andrew 

21 

1 

St.  Thomas 

14 

Portland 

1.5 

St.  Mary 

()4 

J 

St.  Ann 

5 

77 

31 

Trclawny 

.  . 

13 

St.  .lames 

.  . 

3 

J.S 

1 

1  lanover 

•  . 

.  , 

1 

4 

\V('stmoreland 

,  , 

6 

0 

j 

St.  Elizabeth 

.  , 

13 

.Manchester 

,  , 

14 

Clarendon 

... 

6 

7 

1 

3 


Value  of  Drugs,  etc.,  issued  to  the  various  Institutions,  etc.,  during  the  year  190S-9,  from  the  Island 

Medical  Store: — 


Value  of  Drugs  issued  to  Public  Hospitals,  Lepers  Home  and  the 

£ 

s. 

d. 

medical  distiicts 

1,356 

10 

9 

U 

Stimulants  issued  to  Public  Hospitals  and  Lepers’  Home 

41 

1 

8 

U 

drugs  issued  to  Kingston  Public  Hospital 

755 

19 

1 

a 

“  “  Jubilee  Hospital 

55 

7 

8 

u 

“  “  Lunatic  Asylum 

199 

12 

64 

‘‘ 

Stimulants  issued  to  Lunatic  Asylum 

10 

19 

11 

u 

drugs  issued  to  Prisons  and  Reformatories  .  . 

156 

16 

3 

u 

“  “  Government  Laboratory 

1 

10 

3 

u 

“  “  Quarantine  Board 

11 

10 

7 

u 

“  “  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations 

3 

11 

2 

u 

“  “  Schools  Department 

9 

0 

8 

t( 

“  “  Parochial  Boards 

284 

3 

p 

a 

“  “  Constabulary 

2 

12 

0 

(( 

“  “  Sold 

9 

0 

4 

a 

Lymph  supplied 

245 

18 

4 

Total  value 

.  .  £3,143 

14 

Hi 

Vaccination. 


The  following  returns  show  the  number  of  vaccinations  performed  during  the  year  as  well  as  during 

some  preceding  years  : — 

Payments  for  Vaccination. 


Year. 

Successful. 

Unsuccessful. 

Did  not  return. 

D.M.O. 

Constables. 

Registrars. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

1900-1 

15.488 

525 

461 

943 

8 

8 

1901-2 

14.471 

680 

300 

884 

2 

7 

1902-3 

26 . 596 

737 

418 

1,560 

18 

8 

1903-4 

18.530 

434 

305 

1,547 

16 

11 

1904-5 

21,891 

526 

355 

1.540 

1 

4 

1905-6 

29.112 

625 

468 

1,672 

1 

7i 

1906-7 

24  470 

404 

:345 

1,323 

16 

0 

338 

12 

1 

245 

io 

5 

1,907 

10 

11 

1907-8 

22.916 

524 

392 

915 

15 

0 

236 

14 

9 

220 

9 

8 

1,372 

19 

5 

1908-9 

21.662 

705 

562 

970 

14 

0 

254 

8 

8 

226 

0 

1 

1,451 

2 

9 

No  arm  to  arm  vaccination  takes  place  now  in  the  Public  Service.  Lymph  is  obtained  from  the 
Jenner  Institute  in  London  and  is  received  fortnightly  by  Royal  Mail  S.  S.  Coy. 

Although  the  younger  generation  are  efficiently  protected  against  small  pox,  the  same  cannot  be 
said  for  the  adult  populatiou. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  a  sanitary  measure,  that  every  person  should  be  re-vaccinated,  at 
least  once;  twice  would  be  safer,  as  one  vaccination  in  childhood,  cannot  be  said  to  protect  against  small 
pox  for  a  lifetime. 

One  only  needs  to  see  the  results  of  want  of  vaccination  in  countries  like  Spain  or  Morocco  to 
realize  the  value  of  it. 


Return  of  cases  of  Yaws  treated  and  cost  for  the  years  1906-7,  1907-8,  190S-9. 
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Yaws. 

The  large  iiici'ease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Yaws  treated  this  3^eai'  is  evidently  due  to  the  fact 
that  Law  22  of  1908  has  had  the  effect  of  making  the  Yaws  cases  come  out  more  than  formerly. 

The  treatment  of  Yaws,  however,  will  always  be  unsatsifactory  until  some  system  of  segregation  or 
compulsory  treatmen.t  can  be  introduced  and  kept  in  force,  the  former  being  '03"  far  the  best.  The  people' 
are  indifferent  to  treatment  and  look  upon  the  disease  as  one  that  every  child  must  go  through  and  so 
paj'  little  attention  to  it. 


Quarantine. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  places  or  parts  thereof  remained  under  proclamation: — • 

Brazil — All  the  ports  of  which  were  proclaimed  for  Small  Pox  and  yellow  Fever. 

Caribbean  Ports  of  Costa  Rica  and  Panama  between  and  inclusive  of  Points  Caretta  and  Rincon 
which  were  proclaimed  for  Small  Pox. 

Mazatlan — In  Mexico. 

The  colony  of  Trinidad  was  proclaimed  for  Yellow  Fever  between  April  1st  and  April  23rd,  1908, 
and  was  again  proclaimed  for  Plague  between  July  1st  and  December  1908. 

The  colony  of  Barbados  was  proclaimed  for  Yellow  Fever  on  Januaiy  29th,  1909,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Financial  Year  was  still  under  proclamation. 

The  amounts  received  from  passengers  in  the  Quarantine  Station  during  the  3mar  under  notice  and 
a  few  previous  3"ears  were  as  follows: — 

1904-5— Nil.  1905-6,  £60  17s.  74d.  1906-7,-  £56  17s.  lid.  1907-8,  £317  3s.  4d.  1908-9, 

£221  18s.  9d. 

During  the  past  3''ear  a  portion  of  the  Quarantine  Station  Hospital  was  provided  with  wire  gauze 
— two  small  rooms  to  hold  five  persons  being  thus  provided.  During  the  present  year  the  whole  Hospital 
will  be  mosquito  netted;  and,  later  on,  the  whole  Institution  may  need  to  be  so  treated. 

Central  Board  oe  Health. 

which  works  untlei'  Law  6  of  1867,  had  several  meetings  during  the  year  and  tlrew  up  some  provisions 
against  the  spread  of  plague. 

This  Board  like  the  Quarantine  Board  is  an  unpaid  Board. 

Dispensers  Examinations  (for  a  License  as  Dispenser)  under  Law  34  of  1894..  (Drugs 

AND  Poisons  Law.) 

During  the  3'ear  one  general  examination  was  held  in  Kingston  at  the  Island  Medical  Cflice. 

Fourteen  cantlidates  presented  themselves  for  examination  of  whom  “five”  satisfied  the  exaiiiiners. 

Licenses  were  granted  to  the  successful  candidates. 

All  Dispensaiy  Students  who  enter  the  Public  Hospital  Kingston,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  in¬ 
struction  in  Pharmac3'  pay  a  fee  of  £5  on  admission  to  that  Institution  and  are  allowed  one  attempt 
at  the  above  Examination  free  of  cost.  An3'  such  (Student  failing  in  his  first  attempt  is  required  to  pa^' 
a  furthei'  fee  of  £1  for  each  subsequent  attempt. 

Candidates  foi’  tlu;  above  examination  who  have  not  lieen  ti’ained  at  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston, 
are  recpiirc'd  to  pay  a  fee  of  £2  on  their  first  attempt  ;  and  a  further  fee  of  £1  for  each  subsequent  attempt 
at  the  examination. 


Public  General  Hospitals. 

The  work  at  these  Hospitals  has  again  to  be  distinguished  b}^  its  generall3"  first  class  character  and 
1)3^  good  results  especially  in  Sui'geiy. 


yVNNoTTo  Bay  Hospital. 

The  “daily  average”  of  this  Hospital  has  lieen  the  largest  on  record,  as  far  as  1  can  tell,  of  aiy-' 
Public  General  Hospital  in  Jamaica,  namely,  169  per  day  as  against  124  last  year  while  the  number  of 
admissions  has  beaten  an3'  previous  record  having  lieen  5,338  as  against  4,651  of  tlu'  previous  3mar. 
This  Hospital  although  noniinall3'  allowed  or  fitted  up  for  a  total  all  told  of  140  patients  per  da3f  has 
frecpientl}"  had  over  200  per  da3'  and  on  Januaiy  14th  1909,  hail  233  in  one  day. 

Fortunatety,  the  Panama  tents  came  to  the  rescue  as  did  also  the  cots  sent  up  at  the  time  of  the 
Earthquake.  Tents  and  cots  have  been  in  use  during  the  whole  3'ear  without  a  break  owing  to  the  great 
influx  of  Coolies  consequent  upon  new  arrivals  from  Calcutta.  This  continuous  increase  naturally  caused 
increase  in  the  Staff  of  the  Hospital,  not  showui,  however,  on  the  Annual  Estimates  inasmuch  as  the3' 
increase  or  decrease  with  the  number  of  patients  to  bo  treated.  His  Flxcellency  the  Governor  appointed 
a  Select  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  matter  of  Hospital  accommodation  in  the  Parishes  of  Portlaiul 
and  Saint  Maiy. 

The  finding  (result)  of  the  said  Committee  was,  among  other  things — 

(a)  The  building  of  a  new  hospital  in  a  central  position  at  Richmond  to  hold  120  lieds,  on  a  health}' 

site,  where  a  good  water  siqiph'  could  b('  obtaiiu'd.  This  decision  was  come  to  as  a  result 
of  the  vejy  overcrowded  state  of  Aniiol-to  Ba}'  hosjiital  and  its  very  malarious  situation. 

(b)  The  giving  of  (piinine  to  the  Coolies  at  cost  price  ly'  the  emplo3'ers;  the  ([uininc  to  be  bought 

from  the  Island  Mc'dical  Store  at  cost  price  b}'  the  Estate  ow'ners  ami  not  given  at  the  cost 
of  general  revemu'. 

(c)  Some  changes  were  suggested  glso  in  the  Immigrants  Law,  Law  23  of  1879. 
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Port  Antonio  Hospital. 

In  the  year  1907-8  this  Hospital  made  a  record  both  in  the  number  of  its  admissions  to  Hospital 
and  also  in  its  “Daily  average.”  Last  year,  however,  it  beat  both  its  previous  records  having  had 
3,674  admissions  against  3,359  the  year  before  and  a  claily  average  of  121.2  as  against  98  in  the  year 
1907-8. 

Both  Drs.  Moseley  and  Ritchie  have  had,  very  hard  work  and  arc  to  be  congratulated  on 
having  gone  through  it  so  successfully. 

Port  Maria  Hospital 

Was  very  much  pressed  for  Room  during  the  last  few  months  of  the  year  gone  by  owing  to  the  arrival, 
near  the  end  of  the  year,  of  a  new  batch  of  coolies. 

Hordley  Hospital. 

It  is  pleasant  to  relate  that  the  Public  Works  Department  have  now  nearly  finished  the  new  Male 
Ward  which  is  to,  partially,  replace  those  destroyed  bj^  the  hurricane.  When  completed,  it  will  be  one 
of  the  best  wards  outside  Kingston,  and  it  has  an  excellent  underbuilding  which,  in  time  of  stress,  may 
be  used  as  an  underbuilding  Ward.  The  new  operating  room  is  a  very  neat  little  place  and  Dr.  Evans 
with  his  fondness  and  ability  for  surgery  will  doubtless  make  good  use  of  it.  The  Jamaica  Estates  Com¬ 
pany,  that  owns  a  spring  close  by  which  has  provided  water  for  the  Hospital  now  for  a  long  time,  have 
kindly  consented  for  a  nominal  sum  and  on  easy  conditions  to  allow  a  pump  to  be  placed  so  that  water 
can  be  raised  to  the  level  of  a  cistern  at  the  highest  part  of  the  Hospital  This  will  be  a  great  boon. 

Chapelton  Hospital. 

The  work  at  this  Hospital  has  been  somewhat  handicapped  during  the  last  3  months  of  the  year 
owing  to  the  Public  Works  Department  having  taken  over  the  whole  of  the  main  building  Wards. 
The  female  Ward  meanwhile  has  been  given  to  the  male  patients  and  three  tents  were  erected  for  the 
female  patients. 

Ulcers. 

One  thing  that  strikes  the  casual  observer  of  cases  in  the  Hosiiitals  is  the  very  large  number  of 
Ulcers  of  the  leg  that  one  sees  among  Coolies,  especially  among  those  who  have  recently  come  to  the 
Island  and  in  some  Hospitals  among  creoles  also. 

These  ulcers  often  incapacitate  those  suffering  from  them  for  some  long  time  and  are  more 
often  than  not  due  to  insects,  neglect  and  Syphilis. 

New  Works. 


The  following  New  Works  and  improvements  were  effected  in  the  Public  General  Hospitals  during 
the  year: — 

Morant  Bay. — A  skylight  was  placed  in  the  roof  of  the  operating  room. 

Water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  Dispensary  and  a  sink  provided. 

The  seats  and  floors  of  the  latrines  have  been  concreted. 

Hordley. — Latrines  and  Bath-room  have  been  provided  for  the  staff. 

A  new  male  ward  is  in  course  of  construction  to  replace  those  destroyed  by  the  hurricane. 

Port  Antonio. — The  piazzas  of  the  main  building  have  been  concreted — a  thing  that  is  a  great 
improvement  on  the  old  earth  piazzas  which  the  Coolies  were  continually  soiling. 

Buff  Bay. — The  male  Ward  and  Matron’s  quarters  have  been  painted  and  sanded. 

Annotto  Bay. — The  operating  room  has  been  completed. 

Port  Maria. — Some  painting  was  done. 

Bt.  Ann’s  Bay. — Water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  Mortuary.  Gutters  have  been  relaid. 

Falmouth. — A  new  mortuary  for  use  in  conjunction  with  the  Almshouse  has  been  made. 

Montego  Bay. — The  dispensers  quarters  have  been  partly  re-shingled. 

Bavanna-la-Mar. — The  female  ward  has  been  re-shinglcd,  repaired  and  repainted. 

Two  cast  iron  enamelled  baths  have  been  installed,  one  in  the  male  and  one  in  the  female  division 
in  place*,  of  the  large  concrete  baths  which  formerly  existed  and  have  now  been  removed. 

BUick  River. — A  cement  drain  has  been  made  to  conduct  water  to  the  Sea. 

WeatJier  Boards  have  been  fixed  to  the  windows  of  the  Dispensers  quarters. 

Latiines  have  been  attached  to  the  male  W^ard.  A  wash  trough  has  been  added  to  the  wash  house. 
jV  showci--rose  has  been  placed  in  the  bath  room. 

_  Mandeville. — A  cistern  has  been  placed  in  the  Mortuary  to  provide  water  for  Post  Mortem  exami¬ 
nations. 

A  concrete  wash  trough  has  been  placed  in  the  Wash  house. 

Both  of  the  above  arc  now  connected  by  a  force  pump  with  the  main  tank. 

C hupeltori.  lion  pipes  have  been  laid  to  lead  water  to  the  tank  aiul  the  eartlu'iiware  iiiues  have 
been  removed.  ^ 


The  tank  has  been  covered  in. 

Ihe  Dispensary  has  been  enlarged  and  a  linen  room  provided  bv  the  taking  in  of  a  small 
ihe  whole  of  the  male  division  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
enlaiging  the  two  male  wards  -and  adding  bath  room  and  latrine  and  a  new'  operating  room 
bonie  new'  guttering  has  been  laid. 

Lionel  Town.—lionng  has  taken  place  through  the  bottom  of  the  new  well,  and  the  water 
upj  it^is  pleasant  to  be^able  to  relate^  seems  to  be  improving  in  point  of  puritv. 

Spanish  2’own.— Two  cast  iron  enainelled  baths  have  been  installed  in  place  of  the  two 
baths  111  the  male  and  lemale  division;  while  a  third  has  been  placed  in  that  section  allotted  to  c 
have  to  be  separated  from  the  rest. 

Leper  Asylum.— Tho,  kitchen  has,  to  great  advantage,  been  reconstructed. 

1  he  .Matrons  bath  room  has  been  enlargc'd  and  a  bath  supiilied 
The  concrete  drain  has  been  extended. 


Ward, 
who  are 


pumped 

concrete 
ases  that 
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The  following  table,  shows  the  large  increase  in  admissions  to  the  Public  General  Hospitals  that  has 

taken  place  during  the  last  few  years. 


Hospital. 

1900-1. 

1901-2. 

1902-3. 

1903-4. 

1904-5. 

1905-6. 

i  1906-7. 

i 

1907-8. 

1  1908-9. 

Morant  Bay 

231 

283 

322 

588 

393 

469 

510 

534 

660 

Hordley 

1,009 

593 

471 

405 

387 

587 

707 

555 

629 

Port  Antonio  .  . 

1,  475 

1,308 

1 ,180 

1,686 

1,257 

1,673 

1,788 

3,3.59 

3,674 

Buff  Bay 

472 

543 

561 

1,212 

2,274 

734 

654 

937 

935 

Annotto  Bay  .  . 

2,497 

2,135 

1,866 

3,452 

1,147 

3,739 

4,313 

4,641 

5,338 

Port  Maria 

1,252 

929 

1,001 

1,749 

1,360 

1,610 

1,.388 

1,380 

1,.584 

St.  Ann’s  Bay 

160 

152 

220 

203 

191 

194 

252 

285 

264 

Cave  Valley 

68 

67 

86 

73 

66 

76 

87 

83 

93 

Falmouth 

259 

276 

272 

295 

313 

238 

262 

209 

252 

Montego  Bay  .  . 

281 

271 

255 

253 

268 

302 

266 

228 

228 

Lucea 

193 

214 

234 

330 

290 

276 

224 

244 

241 

Sayanna-la-Mar 

374 

264 

198 

182 

228 

226 

1,026 

861 

857 

Black  River  . 

285 

252 

225 

279 

310 

274 

301 

385 

.321 

Mandeville 

166 

175 

206 

148 

287 

312 

323 

259 

245 

Chapelton 

165 

144 

163 

204 

207 

331 

480 

489 

335 

Lionel  Town 

1,778 

1,786 

930 

825 

906 

1,533 

3,532 

2,062 

1,852 

Spanish  Town 

855 

830 

652 

806 

854 

1,160 

1,360 

1,262 

1,260 

May  Pen 

177 

190 

144 

160 

198 

Linstead 

140 

142 

136 

212 

150 

Total  . 

11,837 

10,554 

9,122 

13,162 

11,076 

13,7.34 

17,473 

17,781 

18,768 

Spanish  Town  Hospital  had  its  beds  increased  in  number  when  Linstead  Hospital  was  closed  and 
in  the  year  1907-8  when  it  was  made  an  overflow  Hospital  for  the  North  Side  Hospitals  its  number  was 
increased  to  80  from  40.  It  was  diminished  10  beds  in  the  year  1908-9  when  Black  River  was  increased 
5  beds  but  this  has  not  decreased  its  admissions  apparently. 

Chapelton  Hospital  had  its  beds  raised  from  15  to  20  in  the  year  1906-7  after  the  closing  of  May  Pen 
Hospital  and  later  on  to  25  and  30  beds  at  which  it  now  stands  mainly  due  to  a  large  amount  of  sickness 
in  the  District  especially  during  the  drought  following  the  Earthquake  and  the  arrival  of  a  few  Coolies. 
Its  work  has  been  somewhat  dislocated  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1908-9,  owing  to  building 
operations. 

Total  Number  of  Patients  Treated. 

The  total  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  Public  General  Hospitals  including  those  carried  over  from 
the  previous  year  classified  as  under  was  19,464  with  380  deaths,  being  a  death  rate  of  1 . 95  per  cent. 


The  returns  for  3  years  are  as  follws: — 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

1908-9. 

Constables 

.5.57 

597 

696 

Paupers.  . 

61 

87 

38 

Poor  persons 

4,601 

4,945 

5,021 

( 'oolies  .  . 

12,176 

12,302 

13,598 

Prisoners 

5 

7 

6 

Paying  Patients 

110 

128 

105 

17,510 

18,066 

19,464 

Gut-Patients. 

A  large  number  of  out  patients  were  treated  by  the  District  Medical  Office 
persons  so  dealt  with  during  the  past  three  years  were  as  follows: — 

rs  in  their 

several  districts. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

1908-9. 

Constables 

1,972 

2,026 

2,527 

Prisoners 

1,792 

3,480 

3,365 

Pauper  visits 

12,112 

18,872 

15,108 

Immigrants  , 

3,637 

3,812 

10,406 

Parochial  Midwifery  Cases 

62 

62 

86 

— 

— 

— 

19,578 

28,252 

31,492 

1\Ialaria. 

Herewith  are  attached  Charts  showing  the  monthly  admissions  to  the  various  Hospitals  on  accoun 
of  Malaria  compared  with  the  rainfall. 

One  chart  represents  the  admissions  to  all  the  Public  Hospitals,  including  Kingston;  and  the  other 
takes  only  the  parishes  of  Portland  and  Saint  Mary.  With  regard  to  Malaria,  one  may  say  that  a  great 
deal  can  be  done  by  individuals  in  getting  rid  of  it  if  only  they  will  destroy  the  various  breeding  places  of 
the  Anopheles  variety  of  Mosquitoes  in  their  own  back  yards  and  on  their  own  premises.  Parochial 
Boards  can  also  help  in  this  matter  by  insisting  that  all  those  living  within  their  towns  anti  villages  shall 
keep  their  premises  in  a  Sanitary  condition  and  by  themselves  keeping  the  said  towns  and  villages  sani¬ 
tary  (that  is  clean  and  dry  and  frt'e  from  filth  of  all  sort;  and  lid  of  all  places  where  mostpiitoes  may  breed 
■ — puthlles,  ponds,  pools,  and  other  collections  of  water,  etc.) 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1908,  the  Liverpool  School  ol  Medicine  with  the  assistance  of  Sir 
Alfred  Jones,  K.C.M.G.,  sent  out  three  scientists  to  examine  into  the  question  of  Malaria,  Ticks  and  other 
matters.  Professor  Newstead  spent  his  time  investigating  the  Tick  question;  while  Dr.  S.  T.  Prout,  i 
C.M.G.,  and  that  very  charming  Irishman  Dr.  A.  H.  Hanley,  went  into  the  matter  of  Malaria,  Vomiting 
Sickness,  etc..  Unfortunately,  this  latter  so-called  disease  was  nothing  like  as  severe  as  it  generally  is 
and  the  same  number  of  opportunities  of  seeing  cases  was  nothing  like  so  great  as  usually  is  the  case. 

It  is  to  be  hoiied  that  great  benefit  will  result  from  their  visit. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Adiiiis.sions  per  month  to  the  various  Public  Hospitals  in  Jamaica  for  “Malaria”  during 

the  Financial  Year,  1908-9. 


- . 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

JNov. 

* 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total. 

Deaths.  i 

Morant  Bay  .  . 

23 

15 

u 

21 

26 

26 

27 

25 

18 

13 

12 

15 

235 

2 

Hordley 

5 

12 

5 

11 

22 

18 

24 

20 

31 

14 

9 

6 

177 

11 

Port  Antonio  .  . 

69 

37 

81 

104 

197 

270 

272 

213 

170 

115 

43 

36 

1,607 

11 

Buff  Bay 

18 

11 

20 

IS 

42 

46 

40 

50 

47 

32 

30 

23 

377 

7 

Annotto  Bay  .  . 

159 

103 

116 

142 

173 

193 

204 

280 

219 

296 

259 

132 

2,276 

8 

Port  Maria 

17 

20 

19 

18 

28 

38 

33 

66 

88 

79 

59 

31 

496 

3 

St.  Ami’s  Bav 

— 

- - 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

9 

4 

4 

3 

40 

2 

Cave  Valley  .  , 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

Falmouth 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

6 

V 

2 

— 

26 

— 

Montego  Bay 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

9 

10 

16 

5 

5 

5 

65 

— 

Lucea 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

4 

4 

1 

3 

2 

23 

— 

Savanna-la-Mar 

41 

20 

27 

55 

47 

36 

51 

34 

21 

25 

23 

29 

409 

1 

Black  River  .  . 

4 

3 

— 

— 

6 

O 

<■) 

o 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

30 

— 

Mancleville 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Chapelton 

5 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

12 

17 

5 

1 

3 

58 

3 

Lionel  Town  .  . 

54 

37 

53 

40 

77 

85 

96 

150 

107 

92 

60 

71 

922 

6 

Spanish  Town 

26 

21 

32 

32 

52 

34 

42 

76 

90 

46 

21 

28 

500 

32 

Totals 

426 

286  . 

373 

450 

682 

758 

812 

958 

845 

736 

533 

386 

7,245 

75 

Kingston  Public  Hos¬ 
pital 

40 

37 

45 

43 

68 

63 

52 

68 

137 

71 

40 

30 

694 

21 

Grand  Total  .  . 

466 

323 

418 

493 

750 

821 

864 

1,026 

982 

807 

573 

416 

7,939 

96 

Malaria.  ' 

The  District  Medical  Officers  reports  state  as  follows: — 

Falmouth. — Increased  Malaria;  in  several  cases  severe  in  Salt  Marsh  and  Martha  Brie  Districts. 
Falmouth  itself  is  comparatively  exempt  from  Malarial  Fever  (see  D.M.O.’s  report). 

Cave  Valley  District. — Some  very  severe  cases  of  Malarial  Fever  occurred  (see  D.M.O.’s  report). 

Lambs  River  District. — Very  slight  in  Newmarket,  but  is  constant  in  Cambridge,  Seaford  Town 
Bethel  Town.  ' 

Balaclava. — Occurs  throughout  the  year  but  no  special  outbreak. 

Richmond. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  good  deal  of  Malaria  but  not  so  virulent  in 
type  as  last  year. 

Jjittle  London. — Of  a  mild  type  always  exist. 

Manchioneal. — Several  cases  of  Malaria  have  liocn  seen  liy  the  D.M.O.,  who  states  as  follows; _ 

Jmlging  from  the  swamps  around  it  one  woidd  think  it  a  very  unhealthy  place  but  judging  from  the 
number  of  cases  I  treat  there  it  is  very  healthy.  Possibly  the  strong  sea  breeze  counteracts  the  effect 
of  the  swamps  or  what  is  more  likely  the  local  clruggists  and  bush  doctors  see  most  of  the  cases  of  serious 
illness. 

Montego  Bay.— Dining  the  latter  part  of  the  year  after  the  rains  there  was  an  outlireak  of  Malaria 
round  about  Montego  Bay. 

Bv.ff  Bay.— Dining  the  first  part  of  the  period  under  review  the  health  of  the  District  was  fairly 
good  l)ut  during  the  latter  months  of  last  year  (from  November)  and  the  early  part  of  this  year  to  the 
end  of  February  there  have  been  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  the  Dysenteric  type  of  Malaria  Fever  several 
cases  being  treated  in  Hospital  and  quite  a  number  in  private  practice.  There  were  no  deaths.  There 
were  also  quite  a  number  of  the  ortlinary  Remittent  and  Intermittent  type. 

Bavanjiu-la-mar.— Dr.  Flarvey  states  that—  “if  a  little  more  attention  were  paid  to  drainao-e  of  the 
Streets  and  Lanes  there  would  be  fewer  cases  of  Malaria  in  the  town. 

Sanitation. 

Duiing  nij  last  vacation,  at  His  Lxcellency  bir  b.  Olivier  s  request,  I  went  throiuih  the  Jamaica  and 
Fnglish  Health  Laws  and  drew  up  a  rough  code  so  as  to  make  the  Jamaica  Laws  run  on  the  same  lines 
as  far  as  possible  as  the  English  ones,  bringing  them  up  to  date.  There  was  not  time  for  the  late  Hon 
Attorney  General  to  get  it  ready  for  the  last  Session  of  Council  and  consequently  it  has  had  to  wait! 
However,  a  useful  code  of  Laws  will  certainly  be  ready  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislative 
Council  (it  next  bession.  At  ^lesent  a.11  our  Sa^nitary  Laws  are  distributed  throughout  various  years 
beginning  with  that  long  winded  and  difficult  to  understand  Law,  Law  6  of  1867.  ' 

All  these  Flealth  Laws  appear  to  have  been  made  on  the  principle  “that  one  should  not  have  too 
much  of  a  good  thing  all  at  once.  ” 


lew  IOC 


Personally  it  seems  to  me  that  the  English  Laws  made  to  suit  Jamaica  by  the  addition  of  a 
necessities  arc  the  best  that  coidd  be  provided. 

The  only  real  difference  between  a  good  English  code  and  what  is  necessary  here  is  a  good  set 
Bye-Laws  on  Nuisances  to  suit  local  conditions  and  power  to  enforce  new  works  where  iiecessai 
otherwise  the  Imgh^h  Law  is  exccJlent-having  been  well  thought  out  by  a  series  of  Health  Office 
ol  acknowleilged  ability. 


Chart  showing  the  monthly  number  of  admissions  to  the  Public  Hospitals  in  Jamaica  for  Malaria 
as  well  as  the  monthly  Rainfall  during  the  Financial  year,  1908-9. 
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me  Riinfall  is  taken  from  the  Jamaica  Weather  Report  and  is  based  upon  the  “  Average”  Stations 
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Chart  showing  the  monthly  number  of  admissions  to  the  four  Public  Hospitals  in  the  parishes  of 
Portland  and  St.  iVHry  for  Malaria  as  well  as  the  monthly  Rainfall  in  the  North-Eastern 
Division  during  the  Financial  year,  1908-9. 
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a  for  Malaria  =  4756. 

The  Rainfall  is  taken  from  the  Jamaica  Weather  Report  and  is  based  upon  the  Average  Stations 
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The  question  of- sanitation  is  one  in  which  every  person  in  this  Island  should  take  an  individual 
interest.  A  great  deal  has  ])een  heard,  during  the  past  year,  about  Plague  and  Yellow  Fever. 

Both  Trinidad  and  Barbadoes  and  more  recently  British  Guiana  have  had  Yellow  Fever  while 
Trinidad  and  Venezuela  have  had  Plague. 

I.  Had  there  been  no  Mosquitoes  of  the  “Stegomyia  Fasciata”  type  in  Trinidad  and  Barbadoes 
and  British  Guiana  there  would  never  have  been  any  Yellow  Fever  there.  The  obvious  remedy  therefore 
or  rather  safeguard  is  to  prevent  the  mosquito  breeding.  As  this  variety  of  mosquito  lives  to  a  great 
extent  about  and  around  houses,  especially  those  that  have  cisterns,  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  clear  out 
premises  of  mosquitoes  by  destroying  their  breeding  places  and  destroying  the  insect  also. 

II.  Again,  had  there  been  no  rats  and  mice  with  their  fleas  in  Trinidad  there  would  never  have  been 
any  plague  there,  on  all  probability,  except  an  isolated  case  or  two,  introduced  from  outside. 

The  remedy  or  safeguard  for  plague  therefore  is  to  kill  all  vermin,  within  our  Ports,  Towns  and 
Villages,  and  this  is  a  thing  that  every  householder  can  do  himself. 

If  mosquitoes  and  vermin  are  got  rid  of,  we  can  then  afford  to  laugh  at  Plague  and  Yellow  Fever, 
except  a  few  imported  cases. 

Let  each  occupier  of  premises  act  on  his  or  her  own  premises  and  have  them  cleared  of  any 
insanitary  condition  of  any  kind. 

With  regard  to  plague  it  cannot  be  too  seriouly  impressed  on  shippers  and  merchants  that  they 
should  on  no  account  import  goods  from  any  Country  infected  by  Plague.  It  may  be  said  that  “  as  long 
as  the  Quarantine  Board  shuts  the  door  all  is  right  ”  — but  no — there  are  other  ways  of  infecting  this 
Island  than  by  “direct  methods” — there  are  the  “indirect  methods”  which  being  the  most  subtle  are 
the  most  dangerous.  What  is  to  prevent  a  Trinidad  or  Venezuelan  merchant  who  wants  to  send  his 
goods  to  Jamaica  forwarding  them  “via  New  York  or  elsewhere”  and  asking  his  agent  to  re-address  them 
for  Jamaica  as  coming  from  New  York  and  not  from  Trinidad  or  Venezuela. 

This  is  a  very  serious  danger  that  has  to  be  looked  in  the  face  and  all  importers  should  be  very 
careful  simply  for  the  sake  of  the  Island. 

For  the  last  two  years  previous  to  the  one  now  under  review.  Dr.  Neish  and  myself  have  been  engaged 
in  writing  a  Manual  of  “Hygiene  for  the  Schoolmasters”  to  use  for  teaching  purposes.  The  Board  of 
Education  however,  considers  that  the  said  Manual  is  not  suitable,  and  have,  in  consequence,  rejected  it. 

Bacteriologist. 

Once  more  the  necessity  for  having  a  Bacteriologist  attached  to  the  Department  must  be  called 
attention  to.  The  Bacteriologist  should  be  a  Medical  man  and  able  to  run  Bacteriology  and  Medical 
Science  in  harmony. 

The  Public  Hospital,  Kingston,  as  the  most  central  spot  should  be  his  location  for  choice.  His 
whole  time  should  be  given  to  the  Government  and  he  might  also  be  of  service  in  giving  lectures  accom¬ 
panied  by  lantern  slides  on  hygienic  matters  in  order  to  educate  the  people  in  things  of  great  importance 
to  the  Island’s  welfare.  Bacteriology,  it  is  hardly  needful  for  me  to  say,  has  been  the  means  of  diagnos¬ 
ing  many  serious  diseases — and  naturally,  if  a  medical  man  is  not  quite  certain  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
disease  from  which  his  patient  is  suffering,  all  he  can  do  is  to  treat  symptoms,  often  very  unsuccessfully. 
This  has  lieen  shown  very  distinctly  in  the  disease  called  “Ankylostomiasis.,”  in  which  anaemia  is  a 
prominent  symptom.  Until  Bacteriology  discovered  the  parasite  the  anemia  used  to  be  treated  unsuc- 
cessfullj'  resulting  usually  in  the  death  of  the  patient  sooner  or  later,  and  the  parasite,  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  disease,  Avas  left  untouched.  Malaria  is  another  case  in  point  and  there  are  many  others 
(see  Dr.  Moseley’s  report). 

Having  a  Bacteriologist  centrally  placed  in  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston,  would  be  of  distinct 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  every  supernumerary  Medical  Officei’  who  acted  there  temporarily  could  learn 
the  principles  of  Bacteriology  if  he  did  not  already  know  them  and  could  perfect  himself  if  he  did:  while 
the  dispensaiy  students  who  are  often  drafted  off  to  Public  (.lenei'a!  Hospitals  could  also  become  acquainted 
with  the  Science  and  make  themselves  doubly  useful  in  after  life. 

Both  Demerara  and  Trinidad  have  Bacteriologists  and  Jamaica  with  about  thrice  the  population 
lias  not  got  one. 

Private  practitioners  should  be  encouraged  to  send  specimens  for  examination  and  with  this  in 
view  nothing  beyond  cost  price  should  be  charged  for  ordinary  examinations. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  may  see  their  way  to  putting  down  a  [iroper  salary  for  a 
Bacteriologist  on  the  Estimates  of  the  coming  year.  It  may  be  possible,  by  abolition  of  other  jiosts,  to 
fine  part  of  the  money  reepured  wdiich  should  be  not  less  than  £500  rising  to  £600  a  year. 

A  Medical  Department  without  a  Bacteriologist  is  something  like  an  Army  with  no  Cavalry  to  do 
the  scouting  for  it. 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Sanitation  in  Kingston. 

Perhaps  although  it  is  out  of  my  province  to  say  anything  about  Kingston,  nevertheless,  inasmuch 
as  an  Epidemic  of  Typhoid  has  been  going  on  now  for  some  time  past  some  remarks  on  the  subject  may 
not  be  out  of  place.  The  following  figures  may  throAV  some  light  on  the  subject  as  they  reveal  a  state 
of  affairs  that  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist  and  which,  probably,  tends  to  increase  the  extent  of  the 
outbreak  although  not  the  incipient  cause. 

The  figures  show  the  number  of  Typhoid  Fever  cases  that  have  been  reported  in  Kingston  and  St. 
Andrew  for  some  years  past  as  well  as  the  number  of  deaths  from  “Undistinguished  Fevers”  in  the  same 
two  parishes  during  the  same  time. 
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Deaths  in  Kingston. 


1900-1. 

1901-2. 

1902-3. 

1903-4. 

1904-5. 

1905-6. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

1908-9. 

Enteric  FYver 

11 

16 

25 

30 

64 

40 

25 

100 

101 

Undistinguished  Fever 

46 

65 

33 

54 

71 

88 

69 

62 

62 

Deaths 

in  St. 

Andrew 

Enteric  Fever  .  . 

4 

11 

4 

3 

4 

1 

2 

o 

Undistinguished  Fever 

134 

173 

103 

182 

144 

165 

165 

241 

The  figures  have  been,  veiy  kindly,  given  to  me  by  the  Acting  Registrar  General. 

It  is  veiy  evident  from  the  above  that  many  cases  of  death  from  “Fever”  take  place  that  are  not 
diagnosed  and  consequently  many  of  them  may  be  enteric  (or  typhoid)  Fever. 

I  understand  that  only  17  of  the  62  deaths  from  Undistinguished  Fever  in  the  year  1908-9,  in  Kingston 
were  reported  by  medical  men.  The  consequence  is  that  a  lai'ge  margin  of  deaths  of  persons  from  “  Undis¬ 
tinguished  Fevers  ”  remain  that  had  probably  had  no  medical  treatment  whatever,  and  all,  or  many,  of 
which  may  have  been  Typhoid  cases  capable  of  infecting  others.  Probably  the  same  percentage  of 
medically  unattended  cases  occurred  in  each  of  the  various  years  mentioned,  leaving  about  two-thirds 
■  in  each  year  practically  unattended  and  unrecorded. 

The  result  of  this  is,  of  course,  that  neither  clothing,  bedding,  utensils  or  discharges  of  many  patients 
who  have  been  suffering  probably,  from  Typhoid,  have  been  disinfected,  while  the  contaminated  ^lothes, 
bed-linen  and  utensils  have  been  used  to  infect  other  people. 

Intestinal  Troubles. 

The  D.M.O.’s  report  as  follows: — 

Lucea. — Were  present  and  were  due  to  drought,  the  water  supply  being  poor. 

Gordon  Town. — Some  dysentery.  2  deaths  from  typhoid  and  fever  cases.  Dr.  Rogers  states  that 
the  cause  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  from  springs  is  not  kept  clean  in  its  course  to  the  holes  or 
receivers  in  which  it  is  caught  being  found  fouled  by  excreta. 

Cave  Valley. — Enteric  Fever  16  cases,  3  deaths.  Intestinal  troubles  usually  very  prevalent  have 
been  much  less  so  this  year. 

Lambs  River. — Dr.  Stafford  states  that  a  severe  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  took  place  owing  to 
the  pollution  of  York  Spring  near  Bethel  Town;  the  disease  reached  its  maximum  in  the  month  of  January 
—cases  are  occurring  in  the  neighbouring  regions  of  Belvidere  Mountain,  Barneyside,  Galloway. 

M anchioneal. — 2  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  treated. 

Spanish  Town. — 7  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  with  1  death. 

Stony  Hill. — Some  cases  occurred  in  Shortwood  College. 

Hagley  Gap. — Dr.  Johnston  states  that  dry  weather  and  Gastro-Intestinal  disorders,  {'.specially  in 
hand-fed  infants,  seem  to  go  together.  Shredded  oats  are  largely  used  for  young  children. 

Ulster  Spring. — Dr.  Cooke  states  that  there  were  a  few  cases  of  Typhoid  in  the  latter  part  of  the 

year. 

iVewporh— Dr.  Meikle  states  that  a  sharp  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  was  prevalent  in  November  and 
December  which  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  it  appeared. 

Christiana.  Dr.  Haliday  states  that  there  were  18  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  the  same  number  as  in 
the  year  before. 

May  Pen. — Dr.  Earle  reports  four  cases  of  Typhoid  as  coming  under  his  care. 

Water  Supply  anu  Drought. 


The  following  notes  may  be  of  interest,  being  reported  by  the  various  D.M.O.’s  and  others:— 

Lucea. — A  drought  prevailed  and  the  water  supply  was  poor. 

Gordon  Town. — Exceptionally  dry. 

b  almouth.  The  laying  down  of  new  six  inch  main  pipes  from  the  dam  and  water  wheel  at  Martha 
Brae  should  lead  to  the  jDrovision  ol  a  much  more  efficient  water  supply  than  before. 

Dry  Harbour  Moimtams.—TYm  long  felt  want  of  a  proper  water  supplv  still  exists  and  the  lack  of 
sufficient  water  even  for  ordinary  purposes  is  severely  felt. 

Lambs  River  District. — The  York  Spring  at  Bethel  Town  was  found  to  be  badly  pointed  during  the 
year  giving  rise  to  an  extensive  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  among  those  who  drew  their  drinking  water 
from  it. 

Cambridge  is  supplied  by  a  Spring  rising  in  a  cave. 

Seaford  Village  obtains  its  water  from  “Clear  Spring”  so  called  and  from  rivers  and  ponds 

N ewmarhet  obtains  its  water  from  ponds.  ^ 

Balaclava.— Hevem  drought  existed  for  some  time  and  the  water  drunk  was  very  foul. 

Richmond  and  Highgate.—Ko  water  supply  exists  in  these  villages  and  inasmuch  as  Springs  and 
stieams  abound  m  then  neighbourhood  it  would  seem  reasonable  that  something  might  be  done  in  order 
to  obtain  a  good  supply— there  is  an  excellent  spring  on  the  Hopewell  estate  that  might  be  used  for 
supplying  Richmond  down— some  15,000  gallons  are  said  to  pour  out  daily. 

Old  Harbour. — Drought  has  existed  since  the  earthquake 
_  Clarevmnt.-Vhe  principal  supply  of  water  is  from  ponds  and  when  a  dry  year  occurs  it  is  accompanied 
by  increased  sickness  m  consequence.  Opportunity  is  taken  of  advising  the  people  to  boil  tlu'ir  water 
which  they  are  aiijiarently  beginning  to  do. 
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Montego  Bay. — The  D.M.O.  suggests  filter  beds  being  placed  but  the  question  of  a  better  water 
supply  is  now  being  taken  in  hand. 

Stony  Hill. — The  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  Stony  Hill  remains  as  before  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  report  when  Dr.  Turton  called  attention  to  the  defective  and  dangerous  water  supply  of  Stony 
Hill  and  uttered  a  warning  against  the  existing  state  of  affairs  being  allowed  to  continue  a  condition  that 
at  any  time,  might  lead  to  a  severe  attack  of  water  borne  disease.  Some  years  ago  a  scheme  for  supply¬ 
ing  Stony  Hill  with  water  was  suggested  but  not  carried  out.  This  matter  as  the  D.M.O.  stated  distinctly 
affects  Public  Health  and  should  be  seen  to. 

Buff  Bay. — The  greatest  drawback  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  the  absence  of  a  water 
supply,  there  being  none  except  at  the  public  buildings — a  water  supply  in  the  town  is  a  necessity. 

Port  A  dam  to  hold  10,000,000  gallons  is  being  built  close  to  Port  Antonio  and  water  from 

those  water  works  will  reach  the  highest  houses  in  the  town. 

The  annexed  return  summarises  the  work  done  at  the  Public  General  Hospitals  during  the  year 
under  notice: — 

Summary  op  Work  done. 

Diseases  of  the  skin. — Show  a  total  of  2,740  cases  and  5  deaths. 

Ulcers  of  the  lower  limbs  which  are  often  in  the  first  place  due  to  insect  bites  but  which  owing  to 
neglect  develop  into  troublesome  ulcers,  account  for  many  admissions.  Syphilis  and  uncleanliness 
also  have  their  quota. 

Parasites  show  a  total  of  170  cases  of  which  19  cases  were  due  to  Ankylostoma  duodenale.  This 
is  a  disease  that  is  common  among  coolies  and  to  which  much  attention  has  recently  been  called  and 
which  were  a  Bacteriologist  available  would  likely  prove  to  be  much  more  prevalent  than  it  is  believed 
to  be. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System  show  1,326  cases  and  .)2  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  show  522  cases  amd  50  deaths. 


Syphilis  shows  as  follows: — 

Primary  cases  ..  ..  ..  ..  121 

Secondary  cases  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  S3 

Tertiary  cases  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Inherited  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Undistinguished  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


467  cases  with  8  deaths. 

Dr.  Meikle  of  the  Newport  District  in  his  annual  Report  states  that  there  was  a  regular  epidemic 
of  Venereal  disease  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  the  infection  seemed  to  have  been  introduced 
by  the  labourers  returned  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Syphilis  in  its  primary  and  secondary  stages 
being  very  evident.  Syphilis,  the  same  D.M.O.,  states,  is  a  verj"  common  disease  in  Southern  Manchester 
more  especially  in  certain  districts. 

Malaria. — Under  this  heading  7,455  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital  with  77  deaths  against  6,844 


cases  and  89,  deaths  last  year.  The  return  is  as  follows: — 

Variety  Intermittent  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,001 

“  Remittent  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  813 

“  Pernicious  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

"  Undistinguished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,613 


7,455  cases. 

Tetanus.- — Shows  eleven  cases  and  seven  deaths. 

Rheumatism. — Shows  691  cases. 

Rheumatic  Fever. — Shows  6  cases  only. 

.-Incemia. — Shows  172  cases  and  13  deaths. 

How  many  of  these  cases  may  have  been  due  to  Ankylostoma  duodenale  ? 

Alcoholism: — Shows  only  one  case  a  marvellous  record  for  the  year  speaking  volumes  for  the  sobriety 
of  the  nation. 


The  lion.  Colonial  Secretary, 
Kingston. 


1  have,  &c., 

J.  Errington  Ker,  S.M.O. 


Sir, 


Kingston,  26th  April,  1909. 


The  following  observations,  which  are  submitted  in  response  to  your  Circular  No.  26  of  the  22nd 
inst.,  constitute  my  report  on  the  health  of  my  medical  district,  Kingston,  during  the  financial  year 
ended  31st  March,  1909. 

Speaking  generally  the  health  of  the  Kingston  District  during  the  period  under  review,  was  fairly 
gooil — a  marked  improvement  on  that  of  the  preceding  twelve  months.  There  was  no  epidemic  of  any 
kind  to  chronicle  and  the  mortality  both  as  regai'ds  the  actual  number  of  deaths  as  well  as  the  mean 
average  death  rate,  (34 . 22  per  1 ,000)  was  considerably  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  a  matter 
foi'  gratitude  and  congratulation.  But  there  are  some  diseases  which  bulk  largely  in  the  sick  list  to  which 
I  shall  allude  later  on — preventable  diseases  which  ought  to  be  prevented  or  reduced  in  frequency  or  at 
all  events  combatted  with  greater  vigour,  intelligence  and  determination  than  are  at  present  exercised. 

The  first  point  touching  the  Public  Health  to  which  I  desire  to  refer  is  the  prolonged  drought  con¬ 
tinued  from  the  ]n'evious  year  which  prevailed  almost  without  interruption  and  with  marked  severity 
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during  1908-9.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  25'. 2  as  against  an  annual  average  for  the  city  of 
35' .  29.  Drought  in  Kingston,  though  not  so  serious  a  matter  as  in  the  country  parishes,  when  viewed 
from  the  stand  point  of  the  agriculturalist  is  one  of  very  serious  moment  to  the  sanitarian.  It  means 
disease  with  its  attendant  suffering  and  death.  The  dust  nuisance,  the  usual  and  necessary  concomi¬ 
tant  of  dry  weather  was  simply  terrible  and  was  undoubtedly  a  potent  factor  in  the  causation  of  disease 
of  various  kinds  cutaneous,  digestive,  pulmonary  and  specific.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  water 
supply  of  Kingston  is  totally  inadequate  and  as  a  consequence  the  sprinkling  of  the  streets  and  lanes 
and  tlie  flushing  of  the  drains  and  gutters  are  most  imperfectly  and  unsatisfactorily  carried  out.  lo 
say  that  the  supply  from  Hope  and  Constant  Spring  is  sufficient  is  absolutely  misleading.  It  is  ture 
that  these  sources  afford  an  abundance  of  water  for  all  purposes  and  some_  to  spare  when  the  wet  season 
is  on,  but  soon  after  the  rains  hold  up  the  supply  gives  out.  What  is  required  is  not  a  plethora  or  excess 
at  one  time  and  scarcity  and  want  at  another,  but  a  regular,  constant,  adequate,  dependable  supply,  and 
until  this  is  permanently  obtained  the  city  will  never  be  free  from  the  risks  of  a  water  famine  with  its 
attendant  evils,  danger  to  public  health  and  sanitation  being  the  chief.  And  I  may  here  point  out  that 
with  the  extension  of  the  water  carriage  system,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  taken  in  hand  without 
much  longer  delay,  there  will  be  the  necessity  for  a  still  larger  amount  of  water  per  head  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  than  there  is  at  present:  and  unless  this  want  is  properly  met,  it  requires  no  prophet  to  foretell 
what  will  happen.  The  question  of  using  sea  water  for  sprinkling  and  flushing  purposes  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  strain  on  the  fresh  water  suppl)^ 

In  ni)^  report  for  last  year  I  called  attention  to  the  prevalence  of  Phthisis  and  Enteric  Fever  in- 
Kingston  and  I  entertained  the  hope  that  I  would  have  been  able  to  indicate  some  improvement  in  this 
respect  during  the  year  now  under  discussion,  but  I  regret  to  say  I  am  unable  to  do  so.  Both  diseases 
maintained  their  firm  grip  on  the  city.  As  regards  Phthisis,  201  deaths  were  registered  as  caused  by 
this  disease.  I  wish  I  could  feel  convinced  that  these  figures  accurately  represent  the  case  incidence, 
and  mortality  of  Tuberculosis  during  1908-9,  but  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  this  is  the  case — indeed 
I  am  strong!}^  tempted  to  think  that  they  are  on  the  small  side.  In  view  of  this,  can  it  be  seriously 
maintained  that  we  are  doing  all  that  we  can  or  ought  to  do  to  counteract  the  ravages  of  this  terrible 
scourge,  which  may  be  regarded  as  to  a  great  extent  preventable?  To  me  it  appears  that  we  have  not 
yet  taken  the  first  step  in  the  contest.  We  must  know  the  haunts  of  the  enemy  before  we  can  hope  to 
engage  and  overcome  him.  It  seems  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  Phthisis  should  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  Notifiable  Diseases.  A  system  that  has  been  found  to  woi'k  satisfactorily  in  such  enlightened 
cities  as  New  York,  Sheffield,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  &c.,  ought  certainly  to  bo  good  enough  for  Kingston. 
There  is  I  know,  a  feeling  against  the  Notification  of  Phthisis  in  most  communities,  but  this  is  purely 
sentimental  and  could  I  think,  be  overcome  by  regarding  the  information  as  privileged  and  confidential. 
In  cases  where  the  sick  and  his  friends  are  in  a  position  to  observe  all  the  necessaiy  precautions 
again.st  the  spread  of  the  disease,  no  action  need  be  taken  on  notification,  but  in  cases  of  the  poor  and 
indigent  the  Health  Officer  would  have  the  opportunity  of  insisting  on  isolation  of  the  patient,  if  possible, 
and  on  complete  and  thorough  disinfection  of  house,  furniture,  clothing,  &c.,  in  case  of  death. 

This  at  any  rate,  would  be  a  beginning  of  the  fight  with  the  disease.  The  danger  of  allowing  the 
expectoration  of  phthisical  persons  to  contaminate  rooms  is  forcibly  pointed  out  by  Diyardin-rBeaumetz, 
who  gives  a  history  of  eleven  out  of  twenty  three  clerks  in  an  office  being  attacked  by  Tubercle  during 
the  course  of  twelve  years,  as  the  result  of  the  introduction  of  the  disease  by  the  first  sufferer.  The 
floor  of  the  office  was  rough,  no  spittoons  were  provided  and  the  air  was  dust  laden  from  recent  sweeping 
when  the  men  arrived  in  the  morning.  The  floor  was  planed  and  liceswaxed,  expectoration  was  })ro- 
hibited  except  into  the  spittoons,  and  the  cleansing  done  over  night,  as  far  as  possible,  with  damp  clothes 
with  the  result  that  no  furthei-  cases  occurred.  So  much  for  tubeixde  liacillus  laden  tlust. 

Another  point  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  to  whicdr  I  desire  to  direct  attention  is  the  milk 
supply.  It  is  a  moot  point  whether  milk  derived  from  a  tuberculous  animal,  so  long  as  there  is  no 
tubercular  disease  of  the  udder,  is  dangerous  to  the  consumer,  though  sterilization  as  a  precautionary 
measure  is  distinctly  to  be  recomended;  but  where  disease  of  the  udder  exists,  the  danger  of  infection 
is  beyond  ciuestion,  and  so  it  seems  only  right  that  udder  diseases  should  lie  made  notifiable  and  sys¬ 
tematic  inspection  of  dairy  cows  by  Veterinarians  insisted  on. 

Enteric  Fever.  — .Thin  disease  was  very  prevalent  dui'ing  the  year,  especially  in  the  first  half,  and 
at  one  time  ahnost  threatened  to  become  epidemic.  245  cases  were  reported  as  compared  with  197  Wses 
in  the  preceding  year.  It  was  not  confined  to  any  particular  part  or  parts  of  the  city,  but  occurred 
spoiadically  at  many  points.  ^  Diligent  search  failed  to  locate  the  source.  The  question  of  human 
“carriers”  was  carelully  enquired  into,  but  did  not  give  any  conclusive  results.  My  ojiinion  is  that  the 
two  primary  causes  of  Enteric  Fever  in  Kingston  are: — 

(1)  The  filthy  latrines  which  serve  about  f  of  the  City,  and 


(2)  The  clouds  of  dust  which  float  about  during  dry  and  windy  weather— of  course  the  reinedy  for 
these  conditions  is  obvious  and  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  possible —  the  extension  of  the 
water  carnage  system  and  the  proper  sprinkling  of  the  streets. 

Scarlet  Fever.— Only  two  cases  occurred. 

Mumpf;.  Several  cases  ol  mumps  chiefly  among  the  police  were  met  with,  but  presented  no  features 
calling  for  comment. 

Influenza:— Ihere  was  quite  an  outbreak  of  this  disease  during  the  quarter  ended  Dec.  31st  '08 
and  111  several  instances  pneuihonia  supervened  as  a  complication.  The  mortality  however  was  not  high! 

Malarial  /'ever.— I  am  glad  to  report  that  this  disease  was  not  very  prevalent  during  the  year  and 
the  cases  met  with  were  for  the  most  part  of  mild  type.  I  think,  however,  that  Malarial  Fever  could 
be  coinpletely  lianished  from  Kingston  if  the  inhabitants  would  be  more  careful  to  see  that  no  breedino- 
places  lor  ni()squitoes  are  tahurited  1^  the  City.  _  .\11  drains  should  be  lined  with  coinent  and  no  stagnant 
pools  alloAved,  1  hesc  precautions  combined  with  the  natural  atmospln'ric  conditions  of  Kingston  should 
succeed  in  ('iitirely  ehmimnating  malaria  from  the  city. 

hflwtUe  Mortality drain  on  tin-  ];.opulation‘'  resulting  from  the  large  number  of  deaths  ainomv 
children  below  Lhe  age  ol  live  years  is  enormous  and  is  distressing  to  comtenplate.  Many  causes  seem 
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to  be  at  work  in  bringing  about  this  serious  state  of  affairs.  Illegitimacy  is,  of  course  a  factor:  but  I 
do  not  think,  in  view  of  the  practice  in  Jamaica  of  what  one  may  term  permanent  faithful  concubinage, 
as  distinguished  from  promiscous  intercourse  between  the  sexes,  that  illegitimacy  plays  as  prominent  a 
part  in  child  mortality  here  as  it  does  in  more  advanced  countries  where  in  some  instances  the  death 
rate  among  illegitimate  children  is  about  double  that  of  children  born  in  wedlock.  I  believe  the  chief 
danger  to  child  life  here  is  improper  feeding  and  sheer  downright  ignorance  on  the  part  of  mothers  of  the 
most  elementary  rules  of  nursing  and  tending  their  offsprings.  And  in  this  connexion  I  hope  I  may 
be  allowed  to  indicate  to  the  benevolent  and  philanthropic  ladies  of  Kingston  the  opportunity  which 
this  condition  of  things  affords  them  of  showing  their  practical  smypathy  with  their  less  favoured 
sist(']’s.  I  feel  sure  if  the  inlluential  ladies  of  the  city  were  to  meet  and  form  a  guild  or  Organization 
they  would  soon  enlist  the  interset  and  obtain  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  willing  helpers  who 
would  visit  the  homes  of  the  poorer  classes  from  time  to  time  and  impart  to  them  instruction  in 
nursing,  cooking,  sewing,  etc.  Much  good  would  I  am  certain  result. 

V accinatum. — 970  cases  were  performed.  This  represents  a  fair  proportion  of  the  children  born 
but  I  think  there  are  some  evasions,  especially  among  those  above  the  peasant  class  who  are  not  I’eached 
in  the  ordinary  way.  As  far  as  children  are  concerned,  Kingston  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  well  protected 
against  Small  Pox,  but  the  same  assertion  cannot  be  made  as  regards  adults  in  the  absence  of  re-vaccina¬ 
tion.  It  is  now  well  recognized  that  after  the  age  of  fifteen,  the  protective  influence  of  primary  vacci¬ 
nation  has  to  a  large  extent  disappeared  and  so  it  seems  only  reasonable  that  re-vaccination  shoukl 
be  undergone  at  about  the  age  of  puberty.  If,  however,  this  additional  precaution  is  to  be  carried  out 
thoroughly,  it  will  have  to  be  made  compulsory  by  legislative  enactment. 


The  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  Lawson  Gifford,  D.M.O. 


Sir, 


Halfway-Tree,  12th  May,  1909. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  condition  of  my  district  for  the  year  just  ended. 

I  regret  to  have  to  note  that  sporadic  cases  of  Enteric  have  occurred  almost  weekly.  I  attribute 
this  to  bad  sanitary  surroundings,  to  clouds  of  dust  and  perhaps  to  house  flies. 

District. — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Parochial  Board  has  now  obtained  a  sprinkler. 
The  ‘Board  has  also  made  some  attempt  to  '  drain  certain  streets  and  to  cut  down  bush  and  bury 
rubbish,  but  the  chief  sources  of  insanitation,  viz.,  the  Sandy  gullies,  ponds,  and  yard  premises  are 
still  untouched. 

There  are  no  public  latrines.  The  country  people  use  the  gullies  as  such,  and  pools  of  foul  water 
are  in  these  at  all  times  of  the  year  except  after  heavy  rains. 

To  maintain  public  health  all  these  evils  should  be  eradicated. 

A  large  number  of  paupers,  police  and  prisoners  have  been  attended  and  672  successful  vaccinations 
have  been  performed. 

Alms  House. — The  Alms  House  has  been  visited  daily  and  operations  performed,  inmates  treated, 
midwifery  cases  attended,  and  lunatics  certified  when  necessary.  The  condition  of  this  Institution  needs 
some  comment. 

The  buildings  are  in  bad  repair.  Some  of  the.  wards  are  badly  ventilated  and  over-crowded.  There 
is  a  conspicuous  absence  of  paint  and  whitewash  and  a  want  of  tidiness  in  some  of  the  wards.  In  this 
respect,  the  female  side  compares  favourably  with  the  male.  The  nurses  are  not  in  uniform.  It  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish  Nurse  from  Inmate.  The  nurses  both  male  and  female  are  under¬ 
paid  and  inefficient. 

The  Matron  goes  round  the  female  wards  with  me  and  discharges  her  duties  as  well  as  the  conditions 
of  the  institution  admit. 

I  am  accompanied  round  the  male  wards  by  a  male  nurse  who  from  want  of  training  is  not  com¬ 
petent.  I  think  this  should  form  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Master. 

The  food  supplied  to  the  inmates  is  poor  in  quality  and  the  milk  diet  insufficient.  Enough  scope  is 
not  given  to  me  to  order  extra  nourishment  in  special  cases.  There  is  too  much  salt  fish  and  not  enough 
meat.  The  Diet  Scale  needs  complete  revision. 

There  is  an  increasing  number  of  women  who  come  to  the  Institution  for  child-birth.  Some  of 
these  are  sent  by  the  Jubilee  Hospital.  There  are  no  special  or  suitable  arrangement  for  these  ,cases. 
It  will  shortly  be  necessary  to  put  a  separate  ward  to  meet  this  demand. 

The  discharge  of  inmates  rests  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Management.  This,  I  understand 
is  a  new  rule  made  by  the  Board.  I  recommend  inmates  for  discharge,  and  the  Chairman  sends  them 
out  about  twice  a  year.  This  seems  a  mistake.  If  the  right  of  discharging  patients  rested  with  me, 
I  could  make  use  of  it  at  more  frequent  intervals  and  thus  save  unnecessary  expenditure. 

The  diseases  which  are  accountable  for  most  of  the  human  wrecks  who  come  to  the  Institution 
are  Tubercle,  Syphilis  and  Neuritis. 

The  No.  of  Admissions  for  the  year  were  .  . 

The  average  No.  in  residence 

The  No.  of  Deaths  for  the  year 

Th('  No.  of  children  in  residence 

1  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.) 

The  Hon. 

The  Superintending  Medical  Officer. 


508 

350 

250 

30 

C.  R,  Edwards,  D.M.O, 
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Hagley  Gap,  P.O.,  April  24th,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  Circular  No.  26  of  the  22iid  instant  as  follows  : — 

I  believe  that  the  past  year  has  been  less  “unhealthy”  than  the  year  or  two  proceeding.  The 
“seasons”  have  been  more  regular  and  favourable. 

There  has  been  the  usual  increase  of  Malaria  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  during  and 
after  the  June  and  October  rains,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  connection  between  the  “dry-weather” 
and  Gastro-Intestinal  disorders,  in  hand-fed  infants  especially  (and  here  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention 
the  definitely  increasing  tendency  of  the  people  to  buy  “Shredded  Oats”  and  other  imported  foods  for 
feeding  even  infants  of  a  few  weeks  old,  to  the  neglect  of  normal  breast-feeding).  But,  particularly 
in  the  present  agricultural  and  general  depression,  the  number  of  people  in  Country  districts  who  “  come 
to  Doctor”  in  any  given  season  is  in  more  direct  ratio  to  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation  than  to 
the  actual  amount  of  acute  disease,  and  this  renders  general  conclusions  liable  to  fallacy. 

Except  in  one  distant  locality  which  I  will  deal  with  this  month,  there  are  no  unvaccinated  children 
in  this  District.  The  adult  population  is  relatively  unprotected. 


The  Hon.  Sup.  Med.  Officer, 
Kingston. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  Harry  G.  Johnston, 

D.M.O.  St.  David’s. 


Gordon  Town,  28.4.09. 

The  Hon.  S.M.O. 

Sir, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  Circulars  No.  26  and  No.  19,  letter  No.  1058|971. 

During  the  financial  year  under  review,  viz., — 1st  April  ’08  to  31st  March,  ’09,  I  have  to  report 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  year  was  exceptionally  drjr^  occasionally  slight  showers,  afterwards  appeared 
some  cases  of  Dysentery  of  a  mild  type  ;  ascaris,  and  Typhoid  Fever;  the  latter  caused  two  deaths,  the 
disease  had  advanced  before  treatment  could  be  adopted.  Death  due  to  heart  failure. 

The  construction  of  the  main  road  to  Mavis  Bank  brought  down  enormous  quantities  of  mud  and 
sand  helping  to  pollute  the  Hope  River.  Another  factor  is  the  latrines  being  in  juxtaposition  to  the 
river,  percolation  must  ensure,  more  or  less  and  is  a  menace  to  those  drinking  the  water  unless  it  is  first 
sterilised. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  chief  village  has  improved  considerable,  owing  to  the  Parochial  Board 
having  adopted  the  system  of  sweeping  the  main  road  through  “Industry”  and  “Gordon  Town”  and 
having  the  rubbish  removed  to  a  cleposit  ground. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  above  diseases  were  noticed  particularly  after  rain. 

Meteorological  conditions  do  not  call  for  special  comment.  The  nights  are  damp  and  chilly  parti¬ 
cularly  along  the  rivers. 

Several  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  came  under  observation,  from  enquiries  made  to  locate  the  foci, 
I  find  it  clearly  evident  that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  numerous  springs  on  the  hillside.  Those 
springs  contain  excreta  from  children,  swine  and  goats  contamintaing  the  soil  over  which  the  water 
passes,  is  collected  in  holes  as  receivers,  and  supplies  the  drinking  water  to  the  inhabitants  located  there. 
It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  peasantry  that  this  water  is  very  pure,  because  it  springs  out  of  the  earth. 

The  population  is  well  protected  from  variola.  There  has  been  a  large  percentage  of  children  under 
one  year  vaccinated.  Of  necessity,  some  obstinate  people  will  try  and  evade  the  law. 

I  have,  ect., 

(Sgd.)  John  J.  Rogers,  D.M.O. 


Sir, 


P.G.  River,  4th  May,  1909. 


Re  your  Circular  No.  26  dated  April  22  ’09,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  during  the  past  year 
there  has  been  no  severe  outbreak  of  sickness  of  any  kind.  Of  course  after  the  October  rains  there  were 
several  cases  of  Malarial  Fever  but  I  came  across  very  few  of  a  severe  type  and  during  the  year  I  only 
saw  two  cases  of  Enteric. 

Manchioneal  is  the  chief  town  in  my  disrtict  and  from  the  swamps  around  it  one  would  think  it 
a  very  unhealthy  place  but  judging  from  the  number  of  cases  I  treat  there,  it  is  very  healthy.  Possi¬ 
bly  the  strong  sea  breeze  counteracts  the  effects  of  the  swamps  or  what  is  more  likely  the  local  druo'o'ists 
and  bush  doctors  see  most  of  the  cases  of  serious  illness.  * 

The  mortality  was  greater  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  There  has  been  the  usual  number  of  cases  of 
Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis.  Yaws  has  disappeared  for  the  present.  The  popularion  is  fairly  well  protected 
from  Small-Pox. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  F.  R.  Evans,  D.M.O. 


Morant  Bay,  27th  April,  1909. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26  dated  April  22,  I  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  nothino'  spe¬ 
cially  worthy  of  note  m  the  health-history  of  the  district  during  the  year  ended  31st  March  1909  Morant 
Bay  is  in  a  fairly  good  sanitary  condition.  The  system  of  cement  drains  has  been  undergoim--  extensions 
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and  repair.  Some  effort  was  made  to  open  up  the  Town  to  light  and  air  in  connection  with  the  alarm 
of  Plague  in  Venezuela  and  an  attempt  made,  not  very  successfully,  to  deal  with  the  rat  problem. 

There  has  been  a  fair  amount  of  rain  although  not  so  much  as  the  planters  need. 

Health  conditions  do  not  appear  to  have  been  markedly  affected  thereby. 

The  treatment  of  Yaws  has  been  energetically  carried  on  with  very  beneficial  results. 

The  infant  population  is  well  protected  by  vaccination  against  Small-Pox.  There  is  practically 
no  re-vaccination,  although  here  and  there  it  is  sought  by  jiersons  proceeding  to  Central  oi-  South  America 

1  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  T.  M.  Bartlett,  D.M.O. 


Port  Antonio,  June,  '09. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  report  on  the  health  of  my  District  during  the  period  from  the  1st  April, 
1908,  to  the  31st  March,  1909,  as  required  by  Circular  No.  26  of  the  22nd  April. 

I  am  sorry  owing  to  the  want  of  more  extended  data,  that  the  meteorological  conditions  of  the 
different  seasons  and  their  effect  on  the  public  health,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  circular, 
cannot  be  more  thoroughly  treated.  A  record  of  the  rainfall  only  is  kept;  in  view  of  the  interest  and 
importance  attached  to  such  observations,  it  would  seem  desirable  to  furnish  the  necessary  appliances  in 
order  that  the  entire  subject  of  meteorology  might  be  dealt  with.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  amounted 
to  140.63  inches,  half  the  fall  having  occurred  during  the  December  quarter.  Taking  the  deaths 
registered  as  an  index  of  the  health  of  the  District  during  the  year,  it  cannot,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
rainfall,  be  considered  an  unhealthy  one,  and  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the  proceeding.  The  rain¬ 
fall  and  deaths  registered  have  been  as  follows  during  the  past  four  years: — 


Deaths 

Year. 

Rainfall. 

registered 

1905-06 

180.19 

257 

1906-07 

116.04 

357 

1907-08 

122.22 

41S 

1908-09 

140.63 

352 

The  smallest  rainfall  was  during  the  September  quarter.  From  about  the  1st  of  August  there  was 
a  marked  increase  in  the  admissions  to  Hospital,  which  numbered  nearly  100  more  than  during  July, 
and  in  September  the  admission  numbered  435,  nearly  double  the  rate  for  the  June  quarter.  The 
increased  rate  was  due  to  the  large  number  of  patients  suffering  from  malarial  fever  who  were 
admitted. 

Your  circular  also  asks  for  the  “relative  mortality  during  the  different  seasons,”  there  is  no  way 
of  arriving  at  this  except  as  regards  the  Hospital  and  my  private  practice.  It  would  seem  in  this  con¬ 
nection  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Local  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths,  to  make  some  return 
to  the  District  Medical  Officers  so  that  they  might  be  in  a  better  position  to  give  the  information.  The 
greatest  number  of  deaths  was  registered  during  the  March  quarter.  In  the  September  quarter  83  were 
registered  as  against  124  for  same  quarter  of  the  year  preceding. 

Although  malaria  was  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  the  type  of  fever  was  usually  mild 
in  character,  only  three  deaths  occurred  out  of  some  sixteen  hundred  cases  treated  in  the  Hospital.  Malig¬ 
nant  parasites  were  found  in  a  few  of  the  cases.  It  is  of  interest  in  this  connection  to  note  the  very  marked 
difference  that  the  introduction  of  more  exact  methods  of  diagnosis  has  made.  A  case  of  fever  accom¬ 
panied  with  black  vomit,  jaundice  and  albuminous  urine,  before  blood  examinations  were  in  vogue, 
would  unquestionably  have  been  called  a  case  of  yellow  fever,  and  aU  sorts  of  precautions  would  have 
been  taken,  the  trade  of  the  place  would  no  doubt  have  been  seriously  interfered  with,  and  fear  and  con¬ 
sternation  would  have  been  depicted  on  every  one's  face.  I  had  such  a  case,  a  blood  examinatfon  was 
made  early  in  the  illness,  when  malignant  malarial  parasites  were  found  thus  putting  the  matter  of 
diagnosis  beyond  all  question  of  doubt. 

The  subject  of  yaws  should  be  taken  up  more  vigourously;  it  is  lamentable  to  think  of  the  amount 
of  suffering  that  it  entails,  and  in  some  cases  the  hideous  deformity  that  results  from  this  easily  prevent¬ 
able  disease.  The  present  Law  is  barren  of  results,  it  needs  amendment  in  the  ditrection  of  compelling 
patients  to  submit  to  treatment.  I  saw  over  200  cases  in  different  parts  of  the  District,  probably  a 
quarter  of  the  total  number.  The  people  in  the  majority  of  instances  sent  for  medicine,  some  few  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  do  so,  and  only  a  few  have  continued  to  take  it.  I  suppose  not  having 
seen  immediate  results  they  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  return  for  a  further  supply.  I  think  it  a  pity 
the  Commission  sent  out  by  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  did  not  spend  a  portion  of  the 
time  in  investigating  this  disease,  and  the  best  means  of  getting  rid  of  it.  Dr.  Prout  was  good  enough 
to  accompany  me  to  Barridalp  where  about  50  cases  were  seen,  some  of  them  most  severe,  they  ranged 
in  age  from  children  in  arms  to  a  woman  of  sixty,  in  one  or  two  instances  whole  families  were  stricken. 
Compulsory  segragation  would  be  expensive  but  it  would  be  economical  in  the  long  run.  People  seem 
to  have  such  an  exrtaordinary  idea  of  the  disease,  note  the  remarks  of  a  Clerk  of  a  Parochial  Board  some¬ 
where  in  the  island  re  the  superior  knowledge  of  a  bush  practitionei-  regarding  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  as  compared  to  that  possessed  by  the  regular  practitioner.  They  seem  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  the  disease  is  not  confined  to  Jamaica,  but  is  widely  spread  over  the  tropics,  and  that  it  has  been 
stmlied  by  hundreds  of  earnest  men  who  have  made  the  treatment  of  disease  their  life's  work. 

The  vomiting  sickness  that  one  heans  so  much  about  in  other  parts  of  the  island,  seems  to  be  un 
known  in  this  Parish,  or  at  least  in  this  portion  of  it.  On  several  occasions,  women  have  brought  young 
children  for  treatment  suffering  from  vomiting  diarrhcea  and  fever,  who  have  expressed  the  fear  that  it 
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mi,a;ht  be  the  vomiting  sickness,  on  enquity  I  have  always  found  they  came  from  Trelawny  or  some  paiish 
where  the  disease  is  prevalent.  Of  course  “Vomiting  Sickness”  must  be  very  different  from  cases  such 

as  these.  t  • 

The  presence  of  plague  in  one  of  the  neighbouring  islands  was  the  means  of  directing  attention  to 
the  need  for  precautions  in  Jamaica.  With  this  end  in  view  some  600  rats  were  inoculated  with  Mexican 
rat  virus  during  the  summer  months.  The  general  opinion  was  that  there  was  a  sensible  decrease  in 
the  number  of  rats,  where  they  (the  inoculated  rats)  w’ere  turned  loose.  Several  places  were  selected 
as  possible  sites  for  a  plague  Hospital,  in  the  actual  event  of  trouble  arising;  it  ivas  then  found  ihe  Paro¬ 
chial  Board  did  not  possess  the  power,  to  forcibly  take  possession  of  land  for  the  purpose.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  was  urged  to  introduce  a  Bill  into  the  Legislative  Council  giving  the  Boards  such  power,  this  was 
not  done,  as  I  understand  there  was  no  desire  to  depart  from  the  custom  that  obtains  in  England.  In 
England  matters  are  veiy  differently  arranged,  the  machinery  in  the  shape  of  infectious  diseases  Hospi¬ 
tals,  already  exists  for  dealing  with  cases  of  the  sort.  It  was' suggested  the  Boartl  should  acquire  land 
by  ordinary  methods,  they  would  have  the  same  difhculty  in  acquiring  a  site  for  a  hospital  they  had  in 
obtaining  one  for  a  cemetery,  the  latter  has  been  pending  for  the  past  twelve  years  and  it  is  now,  appa¬ 
rently,  no  nearer  solution  than  when  it  was  first  mooted.  To  return  to  the  subject  of  rats  it  would  appear 
desirable  to  make  a  constant  effort  to  get  rid  of  this  pest,  in  some  countries  this  is  now  being  done.  In 
England  it  is  estimated  that  each  rat  consumed  a  farthing’s  worth  of  food  per  day,  in  Canada  the 
estimated  daily  loss  is  $30,000,  taking  the  same  calculation  the  loss  when  applied  to  Jamaica  amounts 
to  about  £280,000  per  year,  surely  an  amount  well  worth  taking  steps  to  save. 

Some  twenty -two  cases  of  Enteric  fever  were  notified ;  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  imported 
cases  they  all  occurred  in  persons  living  in  the  District,  one  family  at  Parkmount  furnished  three  of  the 
cases.  The  contamination  of  the  food  by  flies  was  the  most  likely  source  of  infection. 

I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  comparative  absence  of  malignant  new  growths.  Only  three 
cases  of  cancer  w^ere  admitted  to  hospital  out  of  a  total  of  3,759  patients  taken  into  the  wards.  In  call¬ 
ing  attention  to  this  marvellous  immunity  in  a  former  report,  I  excluded  the  Coolie  patients  as  they, 
generally  speaking,  were  under  the  cancer  age,  and  dealt  with  the  Creole  only,  so  that  out  of  1,038  Creole 
patients  only  three  suffered  from  cancer,  a  wonderfully  low  rate  of  admission  for  this  form  of  disease 
as  compared  with  Hospital  in  other  countries.  I  have  by  me  the  report  of  a  hospital  in  New  York,  the 
admission  numbered  3,536,  of  this  number  no  less  than  143  suffered  from  malignant  new  Gi’owths;  if 
the  disease  were  as  prevalent  in  Jamaica,  the  number  of  admissions  here  in  the  same  proportion  should 
have  been  over  forty  instead  of  three.  How  common  epithelioma  of  the  lip  in  cold  climates,  I  have  seen 
one  case  only  in  twenty-eight  years  in  Jamaica.  What  is  this  wonderful  immunity  due  to?  Is  it  purely 
a  racial  peculiarity?  (3ne  of  the  supposed  common  causes  of  epithelioma  of  the  lip,  the  irritation,  the 
result  of  holding  a  pipe,  is  present  to  a  greater  extent  here  than  elsewhere,  as  the  practice  of  smoking 
is  so  universal,  and  is  not  confined  to  men,  the  peasant  woman  over  a  certain  age  invariable  smokes  and 
yet  the  disease  is  practically  unknown.  It  would  be  interesting  if  statistics  were  compiled,  as  to  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  among  the  different  races  occupying  the  island. 

While  on  the  subject  of  racial  immunity  I  would  call  attention  to  the  absence  of  appendicitis.  Taking 
the  returns  of  the  same  New  York  hospital  again,  out  of  the  total  of  3,536  admissions  397  suffered  from 
appendicitis.  Over  7,000  patients  have  passed  through  the  wards  of  this  hospital  during  the  past  two 
years  and  not  one  suffered  from  appendicitis. 

Venereal  diseases  are  still  prevalent. 

A  few  cases  of  chicken  pox  were  treated  and  a  few  cases  of  mumps  came  under  observation. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  keep  up  the  work  of  vaccination,  the  people  of  the  district  being  fairly 
well  protected.  The  most  difficult  persons  to  deal  with  are  those  of  the  better  class  who  apparently 
think  the  enactments  on  the  subject  of  vaccination  were  not  intended  for  them,  and  simply  ignore  the 
requirements  of  the  Law,  they  will  be  the  first  to  get  into  a  most  dreadful  state  of  panic,  should  a  case 
of  small-pox  unfortunately  occur. 

A  most  praise-worthy  effort  was  made  by  the  Parochial  Board  to  improve  the  milk  supply  of  Port 
Antonio,  samples  fiom  different  sources  were  tesetd  on  several  occasions  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
gross  contamination  was  found. 


Thte  lemoval  of  the  Eastern  maiket  has  been  accomplished,  I  do  not  know  the  intentions  of  the 
Boaid  as  legards  the  giounds  on  which  the  market  stood,  it  would  add  much  to  the  locality  if  they  were 
laid  out  as  a  public  square.  The  erection  of  the  fine  “Grossett  Building”  has  greatly  improved  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  that  portion  of  the  town,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  other  land  owners  in  the  near  neighbourhood 
do  not  do  something  towards  the  improvement  of  their  holdings.  The  erection  of  decent  tenement 
houses  would  be  a  gi  eat  boon  to  the  unfortunate  people  who  are  compelled  to  live  in  some  of  the  wretched 
hovels  in  the  yards  m  different  parts  of  the  Town.  _  The  buildings  are  put  down  in  such  a  way  that  yard 
space  is  hardly  left,  they  are  without  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  and  the  inmates  are  crowded  to- 
gether  m  such  a  way  that  it  is  a  “arvel  thty  are  able  to  exist;  a  man,  a  woman  and  possibly  two  or 
three  children  living  m  a  room  10x10  for  instance. 


A  relief  street  is  needed  along  the  harbour  front  parellel  with  West  Street;  this  was  discussed  a  few 
years  ago  the  alternative  scheme  of  reconstructing  West  Street  taken  up  instead  of  the  relief  street 
The  population  of  the  town  has  increased  enormously  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the  congestion 
of  Y  est  Street  is  as  great  as  before  the  reconstruction  ° 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Public  Works  Department  will  take  in  hand  the  reconstruction  of  the  main 
load  through  The  Cottage  This  was  one  of  the  districts  visited  by  Dr.  Prout,  nearly  all  the  children 
living  on  the  northern  side  o  the  road  were  found  to  be  infected  with  malaria.  This  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  apart  from  mitura  agencies-ram  water  collecting  in  trenches-  no  provision  has  been  made 

whSotut;:!';  bZ,""  ^  „f  each  pipa 

People  familiar  with  the  conditions  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  before  the  American  occupation 
wonder  at  the  improvement,  from  all  accounts  it  was  a  veritable  death  trap,  now  it  is  almost  a  health 
resort;  mosquitos  are  unknown  they  tell  you,  and  with  the  disappearance  o  the  mosquito  malLa  and 
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yellow  fever  have  disappeared.  This  change  has  been  brought  about  not  so  much  by  the  expenditure 
of  vast  sums  of  money,  but  by  the  enactment  of  very  stringent  ordinances  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

Colonel  Gorgas,  Chief  Sanitaiy  Officer  of  the  Canal  Zone,  read  a  paper  on  “Sanitation  in  the  tropics 
with  special  reference  to  Malaria  and  Yellow  Fever”  before  the  Pan-American  Scientific  Congress  at 
Santiago,  Chili,  in  December  last,  a  reprint  of  which  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  Colonel  Gorgas  would  have  an  ordinance  passed  declaring  it  a  nuisance  to  have  mos¬ 
quito  larvae  on  a  premises  and  giving  the  sanitary  officer  the  power  to  inflict  a  fine  of  from  20/  to  40/ 
on  the  spot  if  they  were  so  found.  A  second  ordinance  gives  him  power  to  abate  any  nuisance  with, 
his  own  men,  the  charge  to  be  a  first  lien  on  the  property.  A  third  ordinance  directs  that  all  wells 
cisterns,  gutters  and  w'ater  collections  likely  to  breed  mosquitos  are  to  be  abolished  or  screened  so  that 
mosquitos  cannot  breed  in  them.  He  further  says  “With  these  three  ordinances  the  health  officer  can 
rapiclly  get  his  community  in  such  a  condition  that  very  few  Stegomyiae  (or  Anopheles)  can  breed  and 
the  locality  will  soon  be  in  such  a  condition  that  there  will  so  few  Stegomyiae  (or  Anopheles)  that  Yellow 
(or  Malaria)  Fever  cannot  spread.  ”  Is  it  any  wonder  with  sanitary  regulations  such  as  these  that  mos¬ 
quitos  have  practically  disappeared  from  the  Isthmus?  People  here  would  be  horrified  at  the  idea  of 
a  fine  being  imposed  without  the  tedious  formalit}'  of  a  trial  in  open  Court,  and  that  too  by  a  mere  Sani¬ 
taiy  Inspector.  I  may  mention  that  the  fines  under  Colonel  Gorgars  ’  ordinances  are  no  I  collected  by 
the  Sanitary  Officer,  but  are  collected  through  the  Court. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  report  last  year  to  the  dog  nuisance.  I  trust  the  Government  will  take 
the  matter  up  with  a  view  to  suppressing  it.  There  is  no  excuse  in  a  small  community  such  as  this  for 
a  person  keeping  more  than  one  dog,  if  a  second  is  kept  the  luxury  should  be  paid  for  handsomely.  The 
interests  of  every  inhabitant  of  the  Town  are  as  much  bound  up  in  the  success  of  the  Titchfield  Hotel 
as  the  Shareholders  themselves.  It  is  estimated  that  each  tourist  spends  on  an  average  about  £5  out¬ 
side  the  hotel,  surely  in  view  of  this  it  is  desirable  to  encourage  them  to  come,  and  having  come  to  remain 
in  Port  Antonio,  dozens  are  compelled  to  leave  in  consequence  of  the  barking  dogs  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Hotel.  I  have  quoted  above  some  very  useful  sanitary  regulations  of  American  origin,  I 
will  now  quote  regulations  from  the  same  source,  recently  put  into  operation  in  Montclair  a  residential 
suburb  of  New  York,  dealing  with  barking  dogs,  they  are  as  follows  ;  The  owner  of  a  dog  who  allows 
it  to  bark  between  the  hours  of  9  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  15.00  for  the  first  offence, 
$10.00  for  the  second  offence  with  the  destruction  of  the  animal.  I  would  most  heartily  commend 
this  regulation  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government  when  the  suppression  of  the  dog  nuisance  is 
taken  up  as  it  will  have  to  be  some  day. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)  C.  A.  Moseley,  D.M.O. 


Buff  Bay,  15.5.09. 

The  Superintending  Medical  Officer,  * 

Kingston. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Circular  No.  26  dated  22nd  April,  1909,  relative  to  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  my  district  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1909.  During 
the  first  part  of  the  period  under  review  the  health  of  the  District  was  fairly  good  but  cluring  the  latter 
months  of  the  year  (from  November)  and  the  early  part  of  this  year  to  the  end  of  February  there  have 
been  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  the  Dysenteric  type  of  Malaria  Fever,  several  cases  being  treated  in 
Hospital  and  quite  a  number  in  private  practice.  There  were  no  deaths.  There  were  also  quite  a 
number  of  the  ordinaiy  Remittent  and  Intermittent  type. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  mortality  or  meteorological  conditions  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Town  have  been  considerably  improved  during  the  last  two  years 
by  the  construction  of  open  concrete  drains.  These  drains  have  been  extended  another  three  chains 
during  the  last  year,  but  should  be  extended  another  12  to  the  west  and  seven  to  the  east;  this  I  under¬ 
stand  is  to  be  done  during  the  present  financial  year. 

The  streets  are  kept  fairly  clean;  they  are  swept  three  days  in  the  week  and  the  rubbish  carted  to 
dumping  ground;  the  undergrowth  is  kept  low.  The  great  drawback  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  this 
Town  is  the  absence  of  a  water  supply  there  being  none  except  at  the  Public  Buildings.  A  water  supply 
in  the  town  is  a  necessity 

The  children  of  this  District  are  well  protected  from  Small  Pox,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
adult  population  who  refuse  to  have  themselves  vaccinated. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  n,  J.  Geouoe. 


Port  Maria,  25th  May,  1909. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  Circular  No.  26  dated  April  22nd  1909,  and  to 
report — 

(a)  That  the  prevailing  disease  is  Malarial  Fever.  During  the  past  year  496  cases  of  Malarial  Fever 
have  been  treated  in  the  Port  Maria  Hospital  and  a  proportionately  large  number  in  outdoor 
and  private  practice. 

I  find  the  largest  number  occurred  in  December  and  the  next  largest  in  February,  whilst 
the  smallest  number  was  in  April.  1  think  the  rainfall  which  was  heavy  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  responsible  for  the  large  numbers  in  December  and  January. 
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(b)  That  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  Port  Maria  is  far  from  being  what  it  might  be  with  more  atten¬ 
tion.  The  closet  system  in  the  T own  is  universally  bad. 

(c)  Yaws  and  Enteric  Fever  were  very  prevalent  during  the  year. 

(cl)  That  the  condition  of  the  people  in  respect  of  protection  from  Small  Pox  is  very  unsatisfac¬ 
tory.  Only  about  f  of  the  children  have  been  vaccinated  and  not  one-tenth  of  the  grown  up 
people  have  been  re-vaccinated. 

Youi-  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)  C.  H.  Faequhauhon,  D.M.O. 


The  Hon.  Superintendending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


Sir, 


Richmond  P.O.,  27th  April,  1909. 


In  reply  to  circular  No.  26  of  22nd  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  as  follows  on  the  health  of 
the  Belfield  District  during  the  past  12  months. 

In  this  part  of  the  Island  the  general  health  of  the  community  has  been  good.  We  have  been  free 
from  epidemics  of  any  sort  and  Typhoid  Fever  has  again  been  completely  absent  so  far  as  I  know.  At 
the  fall  of  the  year  there  was  a  good  deal  of  Malarial  Fevers,  but  not  so  virulent  in  type  as  last  year  ; 
■and  tht're  wuis  also  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  (acute  lobar) ,  a  disease  to  which  the  peasantry 
readily  succumb.  Scabies  was,  I  am  glad  to  say,  much  less  noticeable  than  in  the  previous  12  months. 

The  weather  conditions  during  the  year  w^ere  generally  favourable  with  no  very  heavy  rains  and 
yet  no  drought. 


The  condition  of  the  Richmond  and  Highgate  villages  in  regard  to  sanitation  is  difficult  to  describe 
when  one  realizes  that  there  is  no  water  supply,  no  efficient  supervision  of  the  disposal  of  rubbish  and 
refuse,  and  no  latrine  worthy  of  the  name.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  suitable 
water  supply  shall  be  obtained  and  installed  in  these  rapidly  rising  centres. 

The  population  is  faiily  well  protected  from  Small  Pox,  804  children  having  been  successfully  vac¬ 
cinated  during  the  year  under  review. 

pioviding  for  the  notification  of  “A"aws”  is  doing  some  good,  but  some  of  the  District 
Constables  are  not  very  diligent  m  keepng  up  the  regular  supply  of  medicines,  especially  as  they  arc 
usually  paid  shortly  after  the  visit  of  the  D.M.O.  and  get  no  further  remuneration  no  matter  how  lono’ 
the  cases  may  have  to  be  treated.  It  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  if  the  D.M.O.  were  instructed 
whenever  1  aws  is  prp^alent  in  a  certain  part  of  his  district,  to  pay  a  second  visit  of  inspection  about 
eight  or_  ten  weeks  after  his  first  visit.  He  would  then  be  in  a  position  to  see  whether  the  medicines 
were  domg^any  good  and  at  the  same  time  inspect  any  new  cases  which  may  have  developed  in  the 
interva  .  This  would  also  exercise  a  certain  atnount  of  control  on  the  District  Constable,  who  ought 
not  to  be  paid  anythmg  until  after  the  D.M.O.’s  second  visit  and  report.  I  submit  the  idea  for  your 
consideration  as  I  eel  sure  that  the  small  extra  cost  would  be  amply  repaid  by  very  much  better  results- 
and  .  laws  .s  to  bo  cont.olled  at  all  the  Dopartment  must  be  p/epJeA  to  go  to^coitsidemb  e  kpeni 
as  halt  measures  will  prove  more  costly  in  the  end. 

I  attach  the  return  of  the  different  classes  of  patients  treated. 


I  have,  etc.. 


The  Hon.  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


(Sgd.)  P.  0.  Malabre,  D.M.O. 


Sir. 


St.  Ann’s  Bay,  14th  May,  1909 


I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular  No.  26  dated  22nd  April  1909 
During  the  period  from  the  1st  of  April,  1908,  to  the  31st  March  1909  thp  ) 

of  St.  Ann’s  Bay  have  been  remarkably  free  from  fever  and  other  diseases  Since  the  m  ^ 

the  ..Orth  of  the  main  street  of  St.  Ann's  Bay  has  been  filled  in  and  the'concL  draL“a(e  foeelf  laid 

During  the  months  of  June  and  July  there  was  a  severe  outbreak  of  Remlt+eTtf  Vrss  ■  i  +  • 
known  as  the  Bamboo  District  of  St.  Ann,  and  which  comprises  BamLo  with  tlm  r  r  f 

of  Clay  Ground,  Little  Kent  and  Hazlewood.  I  visited  tL  loltSs  enliven  ncc^  "^ 
cases.  There  were  eight  deaths,  t  - -  uistncts  on  seveial  occasions  and  saw 


T  A  1  •  1  T  -  ovovciai  uccasious  Rnci 

I  recommended  hette.” supervision  of  what  is  ImowYas  the  'LgrrFallLvLuvYmtnT'  'i"  ''P') 

the  majority  of  the  people  obtain  their  drinking  water,  the  tb  ,  c  .  t»  1  S  ‘°K 

X  20'  and  the  filling  in  of  a  pond  on  a  p.-operty  k,.ow.;  as  W's  hill  Ye  f  T  jh  ‘  T 
that  a  large  nu..tber  of  people  residing  at  Hazlewood  were  in  the  habit  of  tal-lnrtL?'".”'  •■“ 

,  The  dise.tse  was  malignant  maharia  and  had  a  strong  resemhlance  to  Ytci  )o  , 

w.th  d.arrhtca,  extreme  prostration  and  slight  bronchitis  with  very  slio-ht  e.il.i  L  f  t  accomp.an.ed 
In  the  n.o..ths  of  October  a..d  November  there  was  a  seve.e  outbreal-  '  fk  ™  '“fh 

R.os,  but  of  a  different  type  to  that  in  the  Bamboo  district.  The  featui-es  of\h?f 9'*','’ 
tempc-atiu-e  w.th  a  very  la.-ge  spleen  enlarged  liver  and  profound  anamia.'  There  rre’Yid  deaths’ 
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but  they  only  occurred  in  those  who  either  w'oulcl  not  or  could  not  undergo  treatment.  I  visited  the 
town  and  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  condition  of  things  with  the  Superintendent  of  Parochial 
Works,  and  made  a  report  to  the  Parochial  Board,  in  which  I  recommended  the  thorough  opening  up  of 
all  the  land  covered  with  bush  and  trees,  the  filling  in  of  the  canal  at  the  back  of  the  town  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  concrete  gutters  in  specified  directions  towards  the  sea  in  order  to  obtain  thorough  drainage 
of  the  land. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  mortality  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  seasons  were  not  remarkable  for  either  mildness  or  severity  and  conscr|uently  the  public  health 
was  not  in  any  way  affected  by  them. 

The  population  is  well  protected  against  Small  Pox. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  H.  JosnEN,  D.M.O. 


The  S\iperintending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


Alexandria  P.O.,  27th  April,  1909. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  Circular  No.  26  dated  April  22nd,  I  beg  to  supply  the  following  information: — 

During  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October,  of  last  year,  I  reported  several  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever,  16  in  all  with  three  deaths.  The  disease  was  not  localized  to  any  particular  part  of 
my  District. 

I  also,  in  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January  treated  an  unusual  number  of  cases 
of  “Continued  Fever”  of  a  very  severe  type.  In  these  cases  the  patients  had  rigors,  but  not  marked, 
the  hot  stage  frequently  lasting  for  24  hours,  and  then  with  only  a  slight  remission  of  one  or  two  degrees, 
the  tendency  for  successive  paroxysms  to  overlap  being  marked. 

I  had  two  very  severe  cases  of  a  Malignant  type,  under  treatment  when  Dr.  Prout  visited  the  district, 
and  he  very  kindly  offered  to  examine  the  blood  for  me.  I  prepared  some  films  and  sent  them  to  him 
and  his  report  was  that  they  shewed  a  very  considerable  degree  of  “Malignant  Malarial  Infection”  and 
pronounced  them  cases  of  “  Malignant  quotidian.  ” 

I  might  mention  that  these  patients  (mother  and  son)  had  not  been  away  from  the  district,  and 
lived  in  an  apparently  healthy  locality  about  2,000ft.  above  sea  level. 

In  this  immediate  district  I  treated  nine  cases  with  similar  symptoms.  One  of  these  patients  had 
a  prolonged  high  temperature  of  105-6°  F,  with  only  the  occasional  drop  of  one  or  two  degrees,  and 
almost  constant  delirum  and  diarrhoea.  She  died  on  the  16th  day  after  the  commencement  of  her 
illness. 

In  two  centres  particularly,  I  noticed  that  the  houses  were  surrounded  by  rocks,  of  the  honey¬ 
combed  variety,  holding  water  and  serving  as  admirable  mosquito  breeding  places. 

Intestinal  disorders,  usually  very  prevalent  in  young,  poorly  fed  and  badly  housed  children,  have 
been  less  prominent  in  my  district  than  in  previous  years. 

During  the  year  under  review  I  have  seen  and  attended  several  cases  of  Phthisis  especially  in  and 
around  Brown’s  Town  and  little  or  nothing  is  done  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  this  serious  and  communi¬ 
cable  disease — the  condition  of  many  dwellings,  the  numbers  occupying  one  small  room,  the  lack  of 
fresh  air  and  the  habit  of  closing  every  crevice  at  night,  especially  when  any  member  of  the  family  thinks 
they  have  “fresh  cold,”  predispose  in  a  large  measure  to  the  fostering  of  this  malady. 

I  have  mentioned  the  need  for  a  better  water  supply  in  the  Dry  Harbour  Mountains  so  often,  that 
it  has  become  an  old  story  and  will  now  only  say  the  long  felt  want  still  exists,  and  at  the  presesnt  time 
the  lack  of  sufficient  water  even  for  ordinary  purposes  is  severely  felt. 

Venereal  diseases,  with  their  complications  are  prevalent,  and  there  is  no  falling  off  in  the  number 
of  cases. 

Re  protection  from  Small  Pox,  the  infant  population  are  regularly  vaccinated  but  there  is  no  re¬ 
vaccination  done. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  Geo.  Hargreaves,  D.M.O. 

The  Hon.  Superintending  Officer, 

Kingston. 


Claremont,  1st  May,  1909. 

The  Honble.  J.  Errington  Ker,  S.M.O. 

Sir,' 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26  of  22nd  April,  I  beg  to  report  as  follows: — 

The  year  has  been  a  health  one,  few  dascs  of  acute  serious  illness  having  been  seen  or  heard  of  by 
me.  My  district  being  in  the  highlands  is  an  exceptionally  healthy  one. 

Cases  of  Malarial  Fever  are  few. 

I  have  such  a  number  of  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  but  few  primary  ones. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  towns  in  my  District  is  satisfactory. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  principal  supply  of  water  for  drinking  purposes  is  taken  from  ponds. 
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I  take  every  opportunity  of  telling  people  how  necessary  it  is  to  boil  such  water.  Many  I  find  are 
following  my  advice. 

There  was  a  good  rainfall  during  the  year. 

A  dry  year  in  this  district  means  a  sickly  one  as  the  water  becomes  low  and  muddy. 

I  have  not  up  to  the  present  been  able  to  get  the  Board  to  put  their  markets  into  a  proper  sanitary 
state. 

My  District  is  well  protected  from  Small  Pox. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  V.  Ffrench-Mullen,  D.M.O. 


Sir, 


Falmouth,  April,  1909. 


In  reply  to  Circular  No.  20  of  April  22nd,  1909,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  of  the  health 
of  the  Falmouth  Medical  District  for  the  financial  j^ear  ending  March  31st,  1909.  My  appointment  to 
the  district  dates  from  September,  1908,  and  it  is  therefore  only  from  then  that  I  can  speak  from 
personal  knowledge. 

During  the  colder  months  of  December,  ’08,  Januaiy,  February  and  March,  ’09,  there  were  several 
cases  of  illness  amongst  children,  in  which  Vomiting  was  present  as  a  symptom,  and  there  was  also, 
during  these  months,  an  increased  incidence  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Malarial  Fever,  more  particularly 
in  the  Salt  Marsh  and  Martha  Brae  districts,  and  some  of  the  cases  were  of  a  severe  type — but  there  was 
complete  immunity,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  from  anything  like  epidemic  prevalence  of,  or  the  occurrence 
of  any  of  the  zymotic  and  infectious  diseases. 

The  mortality  was  highest,  (especially  the  infant  mortality)  during  the  colder  months,  about  five 
times  as  many  deaths  occurring  in  January  as  in  July. 

With  reference  to  the  cases  of  “Vomiting”  above  alluded  to,  which  are  generally  ami  popularly  all 
grouped  together  under  the  name  of  “Vomiting  Sickness,”  without  hazarding  an  opinion  from  a  limited 
experience,  as  to  whether  there  is,  or  is  not  a  definite  entity,  which  might  be  spoken  of  as  “  Vomiting- 
Sickness,  ”  the  term  is  inapt  and  unfortunate,  inasmuch  as  it  has  led  to  the  inclusion  under  this  one 
heading  of  a  variety  of  diseases,  in  which  vomiting  occurs  as  a  symptom,  and  the  recording  under  this 
one  head  of  deaths,  which  are  due  to  several  different  causes. 

During  these  months  in  which  sickness  was  prevalent  amongst  children,  the  District  Constables 
were  supplied  with  a  “Stock  Mixture”  for  free  distribution,  and  in  many  cases,  it  would  appear  to  have 
been  beneficial;  but  in  as  much  as  such  diverse  diseases  as  Malarial  Fever,  Ascarides,  Acute  gastro-enteritis 
and  evp  chronic  Nephritis,  &c._,  &c.,  all  shared  in  the  distribution  of  this  same  mixture,  this  method 
of  medical  relief  is  not  without  its  drawbacks.  ’ 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  certain  natural  advantages,  moie  attention  might  be  paid  to  the  cleaning  and  weeding  of  the  streets 
and  the  fillmg  up  of  a_ number  of  crab  holes,  and  some  supervision  of  the  milk,  and  control  of  other  food 
supplies,  might  be,  with  considerable- advantage,  adopted.  ^ 

Contrary  to  a  somewhat  general  opinion,  the  town  is  comparatively  exempt  from  Malarial  Fever 
and  of  over  one  hundred  school  children  residing  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  who  were  examined  in 
January  last  by  Dr.  Front  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  medicine,  less  than  2%  were  found  to 
have  enlarged  spleens;  this,  which  is  a  low  “splenic  index”  compares  favourably  with  other  parts  of 
the  Island.  ^ 

This  exemption  is  remarkable,  seeing  that  in  the  swamp  and  marsh  land  (“the  rice  fields”)  situated 
immediately  beyond  the  eastern  limit  of  the  town,  the  Anopheles  and  its  larvie  abound  (In  the  ponds 
to  the  west  of  the  town  there  do  not  appear  to  be  any.)  '  ^  ^ 

In  July  ’08  the  laying  down  of  new  six-inch  main  pipes,  from  the  Dam  and  Persian  Wheel  at  Martha 
Bra;,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  was  commenced;  and  there  should  be  an  improved  water  supplv 
when  the  new  mams  are  connected  and  the  repairs  and  alterations  contemplated  in  connection  with  the 
wheel,  etc.,  are  completed. 

,  y^^ent  nec^sity  for  a  suitable  pkce  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases,  or  of  cases  suspected 
of  being  infectious,  became  apparent  m  October  last  when  a  case  was  reported  as  “susnicioiislv  reqeiri 
l.lmg”  Pestis  Major  (but  which  happily  was  uot).  The  matter  is  1  uLerSaS  un  e)  oSklem*,; 
oF  the  Parochial  Author,  les  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  convenient  and  suitable  site  will  be  soon  obtained 

I  have_  already  incidentally  alluded  to  Dr.  Front’s  visit  to  this  District. 

observations  on  Malaria,  he  visited  and  obtained  the  histories  of  several  reputed  cases 
o  Vomiting  Sickneas  and  was  afforded  an  opportunity  of  performing  a  post-mortem  examinaSon 
o  one  case.  In  addition,  he  made  investigations  into  the  incidence  of  “ ElephaLiasis  ”  and  other  Filana 
Diseases,  which  would  appear  to  be  rare  in, this  district,  and  of  “Yaws”,  ivhich  I  regret  to  Liv  is  fSlv 
prevalent  throughout  the  district  but  which  is  certainly,  to  some  extent,  kept  froiu  sprLdiSl-  t 
present  method  of  dealing  with  these  cases,  m  the  absence  of  more  radical  and  desirable  messuTes 

for  thc^^llS^i^  yer  Fai;:;^uti^r:;^::aS"S 

Vaccination  was  perlormhd  at  the  commencement  and  erul  of  the 
lation  is  widl  protected  (or  appears  to  be)  from  small  pox.  Re- 


])eriod  under  review;  the  poiiu 
-vaccination  might  be  considered. 


I  have',  &c. 


lion.  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


(Sgd.) 


Florizep  peL.  Myers,  D.M.O 


21 


Ulster  Spring,  April  2t)th,  1909. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26,  dated  April  22iid,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  my  district  for 
the  financial  year  ended  March  31st,  ’09. 

The  district,  as  a  whole,  is  very  healthy,  and  besides  a  couple  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  later 
part  of  last  year,  there  has  been  no  cases  of  very  serious  illness — the  most  prevalent  complaints  being 
affections  of  the  stomach  and  woman’s  complaint. 

I  have  no  means  at  my  disposal  of  ascertaining  the  mortality. 

I  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  people  to  bring  their  children  for  vaccination,  and  on  two 
occasions  I  had  to  bring  the  law  to  bear  on  a  number  of  cases.  Re-vaccination  is  never  applied  for,  so 
the  protection  of  Small-Pox,  except  in  the  children,  is  not  secure. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.)  Frank  H.  Cooke,  D.M.O. 


The  Hon  S.M.O.,  Kingston. 


Copy.  Duncans  District. 

Health  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1909. 

With  the  exception  of  the  usual  Vomiting  Sickness  which  appeared  as  usual  towards  the  endjof 
the  year  in  question,  there  was  no  marked  increase  of  sickness  or  excessive  mortality  in  the  Distr  ct 
during  the  year.  Typhoid  fever  occurred  sporadically  in  the  District  during  the  whole  year,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  quarter. 

Duncans. — This  town  is  on  the  coast  road  between  St.  Ann’s  Bay  and  Falmouth.  It  is  like  all 
Jamaica  towns  more  or  less  insanitary.  The  outlaying  parts  being  overgrown  with  trees  and  bush  of 
all  sorts.  There  were  heavy  rains  in  October  and  November,  causing  an  increase  in  Malarial  Fevers, 
but  there  was  no  mortality  from  this  cause.  The  Itch  is  still  prevalent  all  over  the  District. 

Yaws  is  also  common,  especially  in  Duan  Vale— about  fifty  cases  were  seen  and  treated  there. 

Nearly  every  child  above  one  year  has  been  vaccinated. 

(Sgd.)  F.  A.  G.  PuRCHAS,  D.M.O. 


Montego  Bay,  May  15th,  1909. 

Hon.  J.  Errington  Ker,  S.M.O. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26  of  April  22nd,  1909,  as  follows;— 

During  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1909,  there  has  been  no  sickness  of  any  serious  or  dangerous 
nature  in  the  District  brought  to  my  notice.  During  October  and  early  November  there  were  a  great 
many  cases  of  Malarial  Fever  and  Influenza  in  and  around  Montego  Bay.  From  April  1st,  1908,  a 
large  part  of  my  District  was  attached  to  another  D.M.O.;  the  area  taken  from  me,  comprised  Bethel 
Town,  Seaforth  Town,  Lambs  River,  Catadupa,  Cambridge  and  Chestercastle.  As  regards  the  sani¬ 
tation  of  the  Town  of  Montego  Bay,  I  think  there  is  still  considerable  room  for  improvement.  Nearly 
all  the  streets  and  lanes  have  concrete  water  tables,  but  at  the  crossings  where  the  drains  are  covered, 
I  understand  the  beds  of  the  drains  are  not  concreted,  and  the  water,  etc.,  when  it  comes  to  these  crossings 
flow  over  earth,  which  in  most  cases  result  in  obnoxious  smells,  particularly  during  the  dry  seasons.  Some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  rectify  this,  if  this  pretty  little  town  is  to  become  a  Tourist  and  health  resort 
as  it  is  fitted  to  be  and  as  the  residents  are  so  desirous  of  its  becoming.  ' 

The  water  supply  has  been  good  and  continuous  during  the  year;  but  I  would  again  suggest  the 
addition  of  Filter  beds  to  the  water  plant. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year  that  there  are  a  number  of  places  in  this  Town,  particularly 
Teneynent  dwellings,  without  any  closet  or  latrine.  The  result  is  obvious. 

There  is  still  a  large  sale  of  meat  along  the  streets  in  open  places,  where  the  alert  fly  has  every  chance 
of  getting  a  feed  for  nothing  and  every  opportuity  of  leaving  disease  germs  on  what  he  has  left,  to  be 
sold  to  the  unsuspecting  buyer.  This  practice  of  selling  meat  at  the  roadside  should  be  stopped,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  there  is  a  large  market  in  the  centre  of  the  Town,  big  enough  I  should  think  for  the  size  and 
population  of  Montego  Bay. 

Dui'ing  the  latter  part  of  the  year  after  the  rains  started  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Malarial  Fever  all 
around,  liut  not  many  deaths  occurred. 

During  the  month  of  January  this  year,  there  occurred  several  cases  of  “VYiniting  Sickness”  in 
the  ilistricts  of  Mt.  Carey,  Roehampton,  Mafuta  and  Montpelier.  I  was  called  to  see  several  of  the  cases 
aiul  fortunately  Dr.  A.  H.  Hanley,  C.M.G.,  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  medicine  was  here  at 
the  time,  and  accompanied  me  to  these  cases.  Of  the  deaths  that  occurred  from  this  disease,  only  one 
died  after  treatment  .  The  others  that  were  seen  and  treated  recovered  usually  within  forty-eight  hours. 
Dr.  Hanley  was  alile  to  be  iiresent  at  about  three  autopsies,  and  with  the  aid  of  specimens  he  got  I  ho]io 
he  will  shoi'tly  l)c  able  to  give  a  favourable  report  as  to  the  Etiology  of  this  terrible  disease,  which  has 
been  attacking  so  many  of  the  peasants  in  the  country  districts.  My  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  the 
many  suggestions  he  offered  me  as  to  treatment  &c.,  of  these  cases. 

A  large  number  of  the  people  still  have  frivolous  objections  to  their  children  being  vaccinated,  but 
I  still  vaccinate  all  those  who  can  be  got  to  bring  their  children.  The  Lymph  from  the  Lister  Institute 
continues  good  and  reliable. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.)  G.  P.  Campbell,  D.M.O. 

Lucea  P.O.,  May  1st,  1909. 

To  the  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 

Kingston. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26  of  April  22nd  relating  to  Annual  Returns,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  the  following: — 
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During  my  term  of  office  of  five  months  there  has  been  no  marked  prevalence  of  any  particular 
disease  with  the  exception  of  an  increase  of  intestinal  troubles,  due  no  doubt  to  the  effects  of  a  prevailing 
drought  when  the  water  sujrply  was  somewhat  poor. 

As  far  as  I  can  say  the  mortality  rate  has  not  been  anything  out  of  the  ordinary. 

The  condition  of  the  population  in  respect  of  protection  from  small-pox,  I  should  say  is  safe  from 
the  fact  that  vaccination  has  been  extensively  performed  from  time  to  time. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.)  Arnold  T.  Clarke,  Ag.  D.M.O. 

.  .  _  Sav.-la-Mar  P.O.,  May  7th,  1909. 

io  the  Superintending  Medical  Officer,  Kingston. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  Circular  No.  26  of  the  22nd  of  April,  1909,'I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  hardly  anything 
new  to  add  to  what  I  wrote  last  year.  As  usual  July  and  August  were  the  most  unhealthy  months  of 
the  year  when  there  was  a  good  many  cases  of  malaria  under  treatnent,  both  in  Hospital  and  in  private 
practice. 

M'ith  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  town  of  Savanna-la-mar,  I  may  say  things  remain  just  the 
same  as  they  were  last  year.  If  a  little  more  attention  were  paid  to  drainage  of  the  streets  and  lanes  there 
would  be  fewer  cases  of  malaria  in  the  town.  One  of  the  arguments  used,  is  that  it  is  useless  to  drain 
the  small  puddles  in  the  streets  when  there  are  too  large  lagoons  one  on  either  side  of  the  town  which 
aic  not  chained.  This  is  a  mistake  for  both  these  swamps  or  lagoons,  communicate  with  the  sea  and 
are  salt  or  at  least  brackish.  Dr.  Prout  of  the  Tropical  School  of  Medicine  and  I  did  our  best  to  find  the 
larva;  of  mosquitoes_  in  these  swamps,  but  we  were  cpiite  unsuccessful,  and  it  is  evident  that  no  species 
of  mosquitoe  bieeds  in  them  so  that  if  the  town  were  otherwise  kept  free  of  breeding  pools  for  mosquitoes 
not  only  would  it  be  healthier  but  it  would  be  more  comfortable  to  live  in.  ’ 

The  mrotahty  rate  has  not  been  high  during  the  past  year,  and  no  disease  assumed  an  epidemic 
torm  m  my  district.  Ihe  seasons  have  again  been  mild  and  the  latter  part  of  the  year  under  review 
was  very  dry  and  cooler  than  usual. 

I  consider  the  condition  of  the  population  in  my  district  with  respect  to  protection  from  Small  Pox 
to  be  very  much  improved  This  I  attribute  to  the  good  lymph  with  which  we  are  supplied  plus  the 
influence  which  the  Resident  Mapstrate  ol  the  Parish  appears  to  have  upon  the  parents  in  making  them 
bring  their  children  for  vaccination. 

I  have,  &c.. 

(Sgd.)  Charles  E.  Harvey,  D.M.O. 

rni  a  n  AT  1-  r  .Aoi:  Lambs  River  District,  26th  April,  1909. 

ihe  Supdtg.  Medical  Officer,  Kingston.  i  , 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  Circular  No.  26  I  beg  to  say,  generally  speaking,  that  the  seasons  as  they  occur  in  the 

not  present  any  very  marked  contrasts  in  the  prevalence  of  disease.  The 
distiict  being  entirely  inland,  has  no  town  of  any  size;  and  while  the  sanitary  conditions  arc  far  from 
pel  feet  m  the  villages  of  Newmarket,  Bethel  Town,  Seaford  Town  and  Cambridge;  the  smallness  of  the 
rmhnhmnL  ^  these  places,  which  hardly  exceeds  a  hundred  in  any  case,  reduces  the  risks  therefrom  to 

The  water  supply  of  Bethel  Town  is  from  the  York  Spring  already  found  upon  examination  to  be  tho- 
loughly  polluUd,  and  the  typhoid  bacillus  present.  Cambridge  is  supplied  by  a  spring  which  rises  in  a  cave 
near  by._  The  water  of  this  spring  has  not  been  examined  to  my  knowledge.  TyXid  fever  is  Imt 
picsent  m  Cambrid^  The  water  supply  of  Seaford  Town  is  from  “Clear  Spring”  ^io  called  and  from 

cZnoTtC  f  Town;  ami  teambreSris 

thm  A^pf  ^  ^  Newmarket  is  solely  from  ponds;  and  not  very  inviting  ones  at 

m  mV”  f  named  place  niay  be  said  to  be  the  most  salubrious  of  the  four;  and  forms  a  “health 

Vp  residing  m  Black  River.  These  health  seekers  whose  blood  is  charretl 

e  Makiial  plasmodium  are  bitten  by  the  mosquitoes  which  are  very  common  in  Newmarket  ^and  the 
malaria  is  thus  transferred  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  itself.  Unless  imported  i™  wa; 

diSictrthe  'casVs\^^^m  T""  k’-  ''''  froin  mallrial 

btiic.ts  the  cases  of  malaria  among  the  inhabitants  disappear  altogether  Malaria  is  almost  pnnstpnf 

hoover,  Cambndge,  Seafori  Town  and  Bethel  Tow„"ca.nbridge  ie  thVleast  hihSHf  thelouj 

'Wholly  in  the  interior  and  mountainous  region  of  the  island  •  and 

Tip  to  tio  ‘twnT%rr"Lr 

STegiom  ti'-  vfotr'  atte  malm-ialtevm  comp^Td  to 

negative  results  A  few  caserXZtetino^UknTss  h  ""  number  of  school  children  met  wRh  only 
in  time  to  see  a  case-  and  taSm  thl  .Hmn  -t  L  i  to  my  notice;  but  I  was  never 

I  cannot  say  that  the  recorded'’ svm of oms^nf  f  V  snpply  and  other  things  into  consideration 

distinct  disease  by  itself  For  the  most  nate  ”+h  ^  brought  to  my  notice  would  indicatte  a 
pojsomng  which  ocLr  during  \he  tot  mottrLon^^  teT  —bled  the  eases  of  ntomaine 

These  come  almost  in 

known  to  me  as  rheumatism  is  perhaps  the  svirn-itnm  disease  of  which  the  clinical  picture 

are,  hoAvever  diseases  of  povmty  and  i<>-iforincp  ’  Th^ ?  '^^j^eases  in  the  Lambs  River  District 

amylaeeous  ;  and  though  enormous  in  bulk  tlnpoi  i  food  supply  ot  the  people  is  almost  entirely 

ments  of  a  labouring.peojle;  nuiny  o  w  it  trcL  te physiological  require- 
underfed.  &  ^  i  >  ot  wimiu  though  stuffed  to  repletion  may  yet  be  truthfully  said  to  be 


greatly  resembled  the  eases  of  ptomaine 
poor  in  the  slums  of  the  large  cities  in  the 
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Typhoid  fever  has  been  })resent  in  the  York  District  and  environs  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year; 
the  disease  reaching  a  maximum  in  January  and  falling  off  rapidly  since  then.  But  cases  are  now- 
occurring  in  the  adjacent  regions,  Belvidere  Mtn.,  Barney  side  and  Galloway.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  pointed  out  that  the  people  are  extremely  migratory  and  the  first  man  or  woman  one  may  meet 
has  perhaps  during  the  past  seven  days  drunk  water  in  turn  in  Montego  Bay,  Sav.-la-Mar  and  Falmouth 
to  all  of  which  place.s  he  may  have  gone  in  the  pursuit  of  his  petty  speculations.  It  w )ul  I  thus  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  say  with  ceitainty  whence  the  infection  has  been  derived  in  many  isolated  cases.  In  late  the 
outbreak  I  was  struck  with  the  munber  of  ambulatory  cases;  persistent  low  fever  for  two  or  three  weeks 
resisting  quinine,  slight,  but  not  great  malaise,  some  looseness  of  the  bowels,  tenderness  in  region  of 
appendix,  ets.,  I  treated  one  case  of  cystitis  with  no  gonorrhoea  history  whatever;  but  which  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  typhoid;  though  in  so  mild  a  form  as  to  have  quits  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  patient  himself.  There  have  been  probably  a  greater  number  of  such  cases  here  than 
I  first  suspected;  and  the  immunity  of  many  who  have  not  had  typhoid,  according  to  their  own  story, 
may  be  explained  here  by  such  attacks;  if  such  attacks  can  confer  immunity;  which  by  analogy,  would 
seem  probable. 

Typhoid  fever  is  most  prevalent  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  in  the  winter  months  which  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  tourist  season  here;  and  as  it  is  the  custom  of  many  practitioners  there  to  recommend 
to  patients  during  their  convalescence  after  typhoid  fever  a  sojourn  in  some  warm  country,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  large  number  of  typhoid  fever  convalescents  come  every  winter  to  Jamaica  and  that 
they  act  as  carriers  of  the  bacillus  of  the  disease;  and  may  unconsciously  introduce  the  disease  here. 

During  the  past  six  months  I  have  made  every  effort  to  get  the  people  to  come  out  and  have  their 
children  vaccinated;  but  they  make  every  excuse  to  elude  the  provisions  of  the  Law.  They  are  not 
systematic  in  their  habits  and  chafe  under  the  slightest  restriction.  I  have  thus  only  succeeded  in 
vaccinating  700  children;  but  very  few  of  these  were  under  a  year  Old.  The  people  use  every  excuse 
to  avoid  coming  out:  and  the  district  constables  are  somewhat  averse  to  pushing  the  law  in  particula.i: 
cases  as  they  do  not  wish  to  render  themselves  obnoxious  to  their  neighbours. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  also  that  some  of  the  school  masters  connive  quietly  at  this  la.xity  of  the 
people — judging  by  actual  results  afterwards, — though  their  exhortations  to  their  pupils  may  have  been 
of  the  loudest  when  I  was  present. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sgd.)  E.  H.  B.  Stafford,  D.M.O., 

Lambs  River  District. 


Westmoreland,  Little  London  P.O.,  1st  May,  1909. 

To  the  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 

Kingston. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  your  information  that  during  the  financial  year  ended  Jlst  Maj'ch, 
1909,  there  was  no  epidemic  of  disease  nor  any  unusual  mortality  in  this  district. 

The  general  health  has  been  very  good  as  it  usually  is:  were  it  not,  in  fact,  for  Malaria  (of  a  mild 
type)  and  Yaws  both  of  which  could  be  stamped  out,  if  the  proper  measures  were  adopted,  there  would 
hardly  be  anything  to  record  during  the  year  except  the  ailments  which  are  usually  designated  “  trivial.  ” 
Yaws,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  still  flourishes.  As  one  batch  of  those  affected  gets  rid  of  it  another  is  ■ 
infected  and  so  on.  As  far  as  I  can  judge  Venereal  disease  has  not  been  as  prevalent  during  the  past 
year  as  formerly.  There  has  been  no  lack  of  food  for  the  people  during  the  past  year. 

(Sgd.)  F.  A.  Sinclair,  D.M.O. 


Malvern  P.O.,  30th  April,  1909. 


Sir, 

1  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Circular  No.  26  and  in  reply  to  state; — 

(a)  The  past  year  has  not  been  attended  with  the  existence  of  any  epidemics  of  disease,  and  the 
seasons  have  been  healthy. 

There  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  a  town  in  this  District  and  such  villages  as  exist  may  be  said  to  have 
no  sanitary  condition  whatever  beyond  what  appertains  to  man  in  a  savage  condition. 

(b)  The  relative  mortality  I  am  unable  to  pronounce  upon  as  no  data  are  available,  but  in  my 
practice  the  deaths  have  no  seasonal  relative  value. 

(c)  Meteorological  data  are  not  available  hence  no  remarks  of  any  value  can  be  made,  the  rainfall 
has  been  below  the  average  and  in  the  lowlying  parts  of  the  district  it  would  seem  the  health  of  the 


population  has  been  above  the  average. 

(d)  There  have  been  no  particular  diseases  calling  for  remark.  Influenza  in  varied  form  has  recurred 
but  without  most  of  the  complications  attending  in  northern  climates. 

(e)  Vaccination  has  been  carried  out  in  the  whole  district  and  the  lymph  supply  being  of  good 
quality,  success  is  usually  invariable  but  as  vaccination  is  only  taken  advantage  of  and  compulsorily 
so  by  infants,  the  protection  from  Small-Pox  of  the  population  in  practice  does  not  exist;  adult  vacci¬ 
nation  does  not  form  more  than  half  per  cent,  and  then  only  in  those  going  abroad. 

I  have,  &c., 


The  S.  M.  Officer,  Kingston. 


(Sgd.)  J.  A.  L.  Caldbr, 


Newport,  28th  April,  1909. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendeing  Medical  Officer, 

Kingston. 

Sir,  t 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular  No.  26  dated  22nd  April,  1909, 
and,  in  reply,  have  to  report  as  follows; — 

In  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1908,  there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever _ - 

not  of  a  severe  type — and  which  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  it  appeared. 
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There  was  ii  regular  epidemic  of  Vencj'eal  diseases  ill  the  moiitlis  of  June,  July  and  August,  and 
the  infection  seemed  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  labourers  returned  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
Syphilis  in  its  primary  and  secondary  stages  being  very  evident. 

Syphilis  is,  I  regret  to  inform  you,  a  very  common  disease  in  southern  Manchester  and  more 
especially  in  certain  districts. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis  not  infrequent,  and  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  disease  has  been  on 
the  increase. 


Yaws. — This  disorder  is  prevalent  in  the  Districts  of  Harmons  and  Mount  Oliphant  The  disease 
has  been  treated  with  much  success. 

The  rainfall  has  been  unevenly  distributed,  but  can  associate  no  disease  with  the  meterological 
conditions. 

The  Parochial  Board  of  Manchester  is  endeavouring  to  establish  an  efficient  water  supply  through¬ 
out  this  district. 

The  Sanitary  condition  in  the  village  of  Newport  continues  satisfactory. 

The  juvenile  members  of  the  population  have  been  vaccinated;  but  all  effort  at  re-vaccination  have 
been  almost  entirely  unsuccessful. 

The  prevalence  of  venereal  diseases  in  the  southern  districts  of  Manchester  during  the  later  half  of 
the  year  1908,  is  not  exaggerated.  During  that  time  I  was  struck  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  men, 
recently  returned  from  foreign  countries,  were  suffering  from  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  infected  stages, 
and  coincident  with  their  return  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  were  common  ailments  among  the  people. 
I  informed  the  Select  Committee  that  I  examined  273  persons  in  the  distressed  districts  in  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  1908,  and  that  I  had  diagnosed  157  persons  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis  in  its  various 
stages. 

I  may  further  inform  you  that  the  result  of  treatment  has  only  tended  to  convince  me  of  the  accuracy 
of  my  diagnosis. 


Newport,  11th  May,  1909. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  M.  M.  Meikle,  D.  M.  O. 


„„  tt  r,  •  .  Balaclava  P.O.,  April  27th  ’09. 

lire  Hon. ^Superintending  Medical  Officer  &  Director, 

Kingston. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Circular  letter  dated  April  22nd,  ’09,  which  I  received  on 
the  24th  inst.^  and  to  supply  the  information  asked  for. 

It  is  veiy  difficult  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  correctness,  the  prevalence  of  sickness  in  the  dif- 
ferent  seasons  of  the  year,  for  the  reason  that  private  practice  is  governed  almost  entirely  by  the  sale 
of  the  different  crops_  during  the  year,  and  one  always  finds  that  between  crops  there  is  much  less  to 
do,  except  to  credit,  if  one  only  will. 

I  have  not  come  across  any  cases  of  the  so-called  “Vomiting  Sickness”  in  this  district  durino-  the 
past  twelve  months,  I  am  glad  to  say,  though  cases  may  have  occurred  and  yet  not  come  under  mv 
notice.  •  ^ 

Malarial  Fevers  have  occurred  during  the  year,  and  at  all  times  and  seasons,  but  there  has  been 
no  special  outbreak  of  this  disease  at  any  time  to  call  for  special  notice;  and  I  may  say  that  the  Remit¬ 
tent  and  Intermittent  cases  about  balance  each  other  in  number. 

I  have  seen  very  few  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

^I  think  altogether  six  cases  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  past  year  ,  I  have  not  seen  any 

.u  +  diseases  still  hold  a  prominent  position  in  the  daily  work,  and  one  feels  bound  to  record 

that  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  lessening  in  the  amount  of  suffering  caused  by  this,  or  rather  these 
diseases,  it  is  true  that  one  is  not  often  consulted  for  a  primary  sore,  these  are  generally  taken  to  the 
evklence*^^^^^^^^^^'  but  the  secondary  and  tertiary  forms  of  syphilis  are  constantly  in 

Taws  has  been  treated  in  several  parts  of  the  district,  and  of  those  cases  which  have'  applied  for 
ticatment,  nearly  all  are  better,  some  of  the  later  cases  are  still  under  treatment  and  are  proo-ressino- 

md^the  ^  knowing  that  the  disease  existed,  I 'have 

had  the  Distiict  Constables  bring  the  cases  out  to  me,  and  they  have  received  regular  treatment  thono-h 
the  oases  had  not  boon  reported  to  the  Head  Office  in  the  first  instance,  as  may  be  notiSd  S  I  Slave 
blistiict  Constables  doing  this  work  without  special  orders  from  the  Head  Office  to 
\isit  these  districts.  I  suppose  there  is.no  objection  to  my  so  doing. 

II, to  i  iioticed  any  great  difference  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  sickness  durim^ 

the  diffeient  seasons  of  the  past  year,  to  that  of  the  year  before,  it  has  been,  I  think  I  may  safelv  sav'’ 

citv^of  th?  previous  one  if  anything  but  one  must  not  forget  that  the  spJndino-'capa- 

3  of  the  people  has  not  been  quite  equal  to  what  it  was  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

ihen  to  look  at  the  monthly  health  returns  for  this  district  a  big  falling  off’  in  the  nauner  list  will 
be  noted  and  this  to  one  who  “does  not  know”  may  be  taken  for  a  brighter  prospect  inZs  line  Z 

reffif  foZh  great  cjimmution  in  pauper  relief  work  is  not  because  the  poor  do  not  iiLd 

icf,  but  foi  the  simple  reason  tnat,  the  rules  governing  the  granting  and  obtainino- of  sick  relief 'avo 

S';™;;  S 

ut  film ii  fihe  mortality  rate  during  the  different  seasons 
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The  year  has  just  closed  with  a  drought  which  threatened  a  serious  termination  as  the  water  that 
was  being  used  for  drinking  purposes  was  foul  and  of  the  vilest  character  in  some  cases,  but  fortunately  the 
Spring  rains  have  begun  and  there  is  good  water  to  be  had  everywhere  now. 

No  outbreak  of  any  special  disease  has  occurred  in  this  district  during  the  time  under  review  I  am 
glad  to  say. 

Vaccinations  among  the  infants  and  young  children  have  been  thoroughly  carried  out  during  the 
past  year;  the  younger  members  of  the  community  are  w;ell  protected  from  Small  Pox. 

I  would  suggest  that  some  stringent  measure  should  be  adopted  and  brought  into  force,  to  compel 
people  suffering  from  Yaws  to  continue  their  treatment  until  pronounced  “cured”  by  the  Medical 
Officer  under  whose  care  they  may  be,  as  many  who  are  not  quite  better  cease  going  for  their  treat¬ 
ment  and  so  in  a  short  time  again  become  a  source  of  danger  to  those  amongst  whom  they  associate  and 
live. 

I  have,  etc.. 

(Sgd.)  W.  Lofthouse,  D.M.O. 


Mandeville,  Sth  Majn  1909. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  Circular  No.  26  dated  22nd  April,  1909,  requesting  me  to  supply  certain  information 
as  to  the  health  of  the  District  from  1st  April  1908,  to  31st  March  1909,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  as 
follows; — 

(1)  Prevalence  of  sickness  in  the  different  seasons,  etc.. 

With  the  exception  of  the  usual  recurrence  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  fall  of  the  year  (September 
to  December,  inclusive)  the  health  of  the  District  has  been  very  good,  but  every  year  there  appears 
to  be  an  increased  number  of  cases  of  Enteric — and  certain  districts  can  always  be  looked  for  to  produce 
a  good  number  of  cases.  This  of  course  is  due  to  the  absolute  carelessness  of  the  people  who  will  not 
carrv  out  the  commonest  sanitary  precautions,  and  in  spite  of  repeated  warning  will  drink  un-boiled 
tank  water  even  in  the  premises  where  fever  exists. 

(2)  Relative  mortality  in  different  seasons — • 


March  Quarter,  1907 

140 

1908 

105 

June 

107 

74 

Sept. 

124 

77 

Deer. 

88 

85 

459 

341. 

showing  a  marked  reduction  in  mortality  during  the  past  year  which  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  rainfall  was  much  less  than  usual. 

The  usual  epidemic  of  Influenza  which  recurred  with  regularity  during  the  past  ten  years,  was  oj 
a  very  mild  character  and  altogether  of  the  abdominal  type.  x 

Vaccination  was  carried  out  thoroughly  in  the  district  and  the  people  are  well  protected  in  that 


respect. 


T  nfivp 

(Sgd.)  George  Cooke,  D.M.O. 


Report  for  the  Mile  Gully  Medical  District  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1909. 

The  year  has  been  uneventful. 

Though  there  has  been  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  dry  weather,  the  seasons  have  been  on  the 
whole  neither  very  wet  nor  very  dry,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  marked  influence  upon 
the  mortality  rate. 

The  sanitary  conditions  remain  as  already  reported  upon. 

There  has  been  the  same  number  of  cases,  eighteen,  of  Enteric  Fever,  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

Syphilis  appears  to  be  on  the  increase  and  it  is  remarkable  that  cases  often  follow  one  another  iu 
rapid  succession  from  a  particular  locality  indicated  a  common  source  of  infection. 

Five  hundred  and  twentv-eight  successful  vaccinations  were  performed. 

(Sgd.)  E.  V.  Halliday,  D.M.O. 


Christiana,  Chapelton,  28th  April,  1909. 


Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information  that  during  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March 
no  disease  appeared  in  epidemic  form,  the  usual  infantile  diseases  being  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

The  Vomiting  Sickness  appeared  in  November  and  lasted  for  a  few  weeks,  claiming  its  usual  toll 
of  victims,  but  the  outbreak  was  not  so  severe  nor  did  it  last  so  long  as  in  previous  years. 

The  district  has  been  vaccinated  regularly  but  I  fear  that  still  a  number  of  parents  are  averse  to 
this  protective  measure  and  evade  it. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  A.  W.  Thomson. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  J.  E.  Ker, 

Superintending  Medical  Officer,  King.ston. 


Vere,  6th  June,  1909. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Circular  No.  26  of  22nd  April,  1909,  and  to  report 
that  during  the  past  financial  year  there  was  no  epidemic  disease  among  the  peasantry.  It  was  a  parti¬ 
cularly  dry  year  and  the  great  scarcity  of  work  meant  great  suffering  and  iirivation  among  them,  but 
the  number  of  fever  cases  were  very  small  comparatively.  A  large  number  of  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Hospital  (Creoles)  in  an  emaciated  and  starving  condition  as  well  as  being  seriously  ill,  so  bad  were 
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many  cases  that  they  practically  came  in  to  die,  making  an  unusually  high  death  rate  among  the  Creole 
patients.  Most  of  them  were  peasants  from  the  Manchester  and  St.  Elizabeth  parishes  and  they  can¬ 
not  stand  the  lowlands,  getting  ill  very  soon  after  their  arrival  when  looking  for  work. 

There  is  no  town  in  the  District  of  Vere. 

The  seasons  were  so_  little  marked  that  really  there  was  practically  little  or  no  difference  in  the 
mortality  during  any  period  of  the  year  as  a  severe  drought  prevailed  practically  the  whole  year. 

As  I  vu’ote  last  year  the  adult  population  are  not  at  all  protected  from  Small  Pox.  Many  old  people 
never  having  been  vaccinated  at  all. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  Harry  G.  Tillman. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  Ker, 

Superintending  Medical  Officer,  Kingston. 


/in,  lyuy. 


To  The  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 

Kingston. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Circular  No.  26,  dated  April  22nd  ’09  and 
in  reply  beg  to  furnish  you  with  the  following  report: —  ^  ^ 

For  the  peuiod  under  review,  that  is  from  the  1st  April,  1908,  to  the  31st  March,  1909,  the  Medical 
istory  of  the  District  of  Four  Paths  presents  but  few  facts  which  call  for  any  special  remark. 

lamfall  has  been  I  believe  much  below  the  average,  and  no  prevalence  of  any  special  disease 
that  IS  usually  ascribed  to  climatic  influences  has  occurred.  During  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1908 
the  ordinary  Bilious  Remittent  type  for  Fever  was  fairly  prevalent,  but  not  more  so  than  in  previous 
years,  and  always  proved  amenable  to  treatment.  Ordinary  cases  of  Malarial  origin  occur  from  time 
to  ^  i  do  not  think  that  the  mortality  from  illnesses  of  this  nature  has  increased. 

During  April  June  four  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred,  two  of  which  ended  fatally.  These  cases 
came  under  my  personal  notice;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  cases  occurring  outside  of  my  practice 
A  few  cases  of  Pneumonia  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  none  ended  fatally. 

Vomiting  Sickness  (so-called)  has  so  far  as  I  know  not  occurred:  most  of  the  cases  reported  to 
be  of  this  nature  are  generally  due  to  other  causes.  ^ 

Yaws  IS  still  prevalent  in  the  mountain  parts  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  heretofore.  A  laroe 
number  have  been  cured  by  treatment,  and  the  people  are  more  willing  now  to  take  the  necessary  trouble 

0  ave  then  children  attended  to,  as  they  receive  medical  aid  without  any  cost.  167  new  cases  were 
seen  during  the  year.  wcie 

A  few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  have,  I  believe,  been  heard  of  during  February  and  March  but  they 
never  come  to  the  Doctor  for  treatment,  and  no  precautions  are  taken  as  regards  isolation  I  think  this 
Hiouklbea  compulsory  notifiable  disease.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  cales  of  Mfasli  oi  wZoping 

As  I  have  said  before  no  particular  disease  has  occurred- in  any  unusual  proportion 

1  he  young  population  is  well  protected  from  Small  Pox;  during  the  last  four  years  about  4  ‘>00 
people,  have  been  vaccinated:  but  my  remarks  as  regards  the  adult  population,  made  m  previous  yearly 
reports,  still  hold  good.  Until  re-vaccination  is  made  compulsory  the  adult  population  will  always 
be  more  or  less  practically  unprotected.  Regarding  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  ToZ  of  May  Zen 
I  foiwaided  to  you  last  year  a  long  report,  and  my  remarks  made  then  hold  good  in  every  respect  (save 
one)  f 01  the  present  tune;  and  I  must  ask  you  to  refer  to  it.  The  only  portion  of  it  thaf  needs  amend 
ment  IS  contained  m  the  last  paragraph,  where  reference  is  made  to  the  Town  Clock.  I  am  Mad  to  say 
town.  1-eeping  fairly  good  time,  and  has  proved  a  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  of  thl 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.) 


Sir, 


Edav.  R.  C.  Earle,  D.xM.O. 
Spanish  Town,  19th  May,  1909. 


were  re- 


Drain- 


Venereal  diseases  appear  to  be  on  the  increase.  plantations. 

Infantile  diseases  as  usual  was  prevalent. 

have  again  to  report  the  Sanitary  conditions  of  Spanish  Town  as  far  from  beina  satUforfnr-,, 
age  IS  defective,  unoccupied  lands  need  cleaning  mid  fencing.  ^  ^  satisfactory. 

The  streets  when  metalled  with  broken  stones  require  a  heavy  roller  to  crush  them  so  that  iLa  i 
of  sanitation  may  easily  be  carried  out.  usn  mem  so  that  the  work 

The  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  is  from  its  close  proximity  to  dwellings  etc  absolnfph.  ,,  u  u 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  A  new  and  modern  style  of  hosS  shnnlH  unsuited 

where  proper  isolation  can  be  carried  on.  ^  ^  hospital  should  be  erected  on  lands 

oonciLrf*'-''  »»  the  mi„„anagement  of  Ihooe 

Vaccmation  has  been  carried  out  at  the  various  outstations  in  the  district  in  the  past  vear 

I  have,  etc..  ^ 


The  Hon.  Superintending  Medical  Officer 
Island  Medical  Office,  ’ 


(Sgd.)  J.  H.  Peck,  D.M.O. 


Kingston. 


27 


Stony  Hill  P.O.,  14th  May,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  in  terms  of  Circular  No.  26  of  22nd  April  on  the  state  of  my  District 
during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1909. 

I  was  on  leave  of  absence  for  seven  months  and  a  half  of  the  period  under  review,  during  which 
time  Dr.  Verley  acted  for  me. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good.  There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  Chicken  Pox  of 
mild  type;  influenza  has  occurred  but  to  no  great  extent.  Some  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in 
Shortwood  College.  There  has  been  no  further  case  in  the  last  six  months. 

The  condition  of  the  water  supply  of  Stony  Hill  remains  as  before  referred  to  in  my  reports.  I 
referred  the  matter  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  which  is  taking  action. 

There  has  been  no  marked  mortality  in  any  season;  and  no  very  great  severity  of  flood  or  drought 
in  the  district. 

Beyond  the  epidemic  mentioned  above,  there  are  no  special  outbreaks  to  report. 

Yaws  exists  and  is  being  treated  with  very  fair  success.  Cases  of  Ankylostomiasis  occur  in  various 
parts. 

The  district  was  thoroughly  vaccinated  to  December  last.  Vaccination  is  now  going  on.  At  the 
same  time  I  would  point  out  that  until  re-vaccination  is  made  compulsory  ,  the  protection  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  from  Small  Pox  is  only  partial. 

I  annex  the  return  asked  for. 


I  have,  etc.. 


The  Hon.  Superintendent  Medical  Officer,  Kingston. 


(Sgd.)  R.  S.  Turton,  D.M.O. 


Old  Harbour,  24th  April,  ’09. 


Sir, 

In  repty  to  Circular  No.  26  of  22nd  April,  ’09,  I  beg  to  report  concerning  the  Old  Harbour  District 
(from  loth  May  to  31st  March  ’09)  as  follows; — 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  of  Old  Harbour  is  satisfactory. 

The  mortality  has  not  varied  in  the  different  seasons,  and  is  veiy  low. 

The  drought  that  has  existed  since  the  earthquake  still  continues.  With  the  exception  of  occa¬ 
sional  showers,  there  has  only  been  one  day  on  which  rain  has  fallen. 

A  widely  spread  outbreak  of  Yaws  occurred  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  districts  though  places 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Old  Harbour  were  almost  free  from  the  affection. 

The  population  is  adequately  protected  from  Small  Pox. 

1  have,,  etc., 

(Sdg.)  F.  O.  Simpson,  D.M.O. 


The  S.M.O.,  Kingston. 


Linstead,  17th  May,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  the  health  of  this  district  has  been  fairly  good  for  the  period  from 
1st  April,  1908,  to  31st  March  1909. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  sickness  or  mortality.  As  usual  Malarial  Fevers  formed  the  chief  bulk 
of  the  ailments  treated,  while  there  was  also  a  fair  proportion  of  Enteric  cases. 

Again  I  have  to  complain  of  the  insanitary  condition  of  Linstead.  Stagnant  pools  of  foetid  water 
in  the  streets  are  still  very  much  in  evidence;  and  the  vile  odours  that  assail  one’s  nostrils  at  night  from 
these  same  pools  and  the  foul  latrine-pits  in  the  yards  are  most  objectionable.  Linstead  will  never 
be  in  a  better  sanitary  condition  until  an  extensive  and  proper  system  of  drainage  is  effectively  carried 
out,  and  more  rigorous  supervision  of  the  latrines  enforced,  so  that  they  be  more  frequently  cleaned  and 
disinfected.  In  spite  of  a  Bye-Law  prohibiting  it,  pigs  roam  at  their  sweet  will  through  the  town,  and 
their  offensive  sties  help  to  pollute  the  air. 

Vaccination  work  was  regularly  carried  out  during  the  year. 


The  Hon’ble  The  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 
Kingston. 


I  have,  etc., 

(Sgd.)  L.  M.  Clarke,  D.M.O. 


A  large  number  of  Out  patients  were  treated  by  D.M.O.s  in  their  various  Medical  districts.  The 
persons  so  dealt  with  during  the  past  three  years  are  classified  as  follows; — 
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M»,  ly  Return  „r  Dt.ease.  and  Deaths  In  ,90y-,908  at  the  Public  Ge....-.l 


— 

Ad 

il.  1 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

Disease. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

i 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1  -  . 

!  Cases. 

1 

1  Deaths. 

C/3 

a; 

c/3 

a 

U 

Deaths. 

1 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

General  Diseases — 

Measles 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

• 

Influenza 

2 

i 

I 

2 

Mumps 

Febricula 

I 

: 

II 

I 

8 

Entei'ic  Fever, 

15 

2 

5 

4 

5 

I 

7 

2 

7 

Dysentery 

Malarial  Fever  (a)  Intermittent 

15 

400 

1 

2 

5 

250 

I 

6 

332 

2 

3 

413 

I 

4 

626 

3 

3 

706 

1 

2 

(b)  Remittent 

36 

I 

36 

4 

43 

.  3 

35 

4 

52 

3 

55 

5 

(c)  Pernicious 

3 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

5 

1 

6 

4 

3 

3 

(d)  Relapsing 

. 

I 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

• 

I 

Pyoemia 

' 

Septicsemia 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Tetanus 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Tubercle 

4 

I 

4 

2 

4 

I 

I 

Leprosy 

Yaws 

33 

15 

33 

146 

22 

28 

Syphilis  (a)  Primary 

40 

24 

24 

25 

I 

27 

22 

2 

(b)  Seeondary 

17 

13 

I 

6 

6 

9 

5 

(c)  Inherited 

3 

3 

3 

I 

(d)  Tertiary 

2 

2 

4 

2 

12 

Gonorrhoea 

Alcoholism 

13 

14 

13 

65 

14 

70 

'7 

59 

43 

Rheumatism 

104 

* 

70 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

I 

2 

New  Growth  (a)  Non-malignant 

10 

4 

3 

5 

4 

I 

(b)  Malignant 

6 

2 

6 

5 

5 

I 

3 

Aneemia 

18 

5 

18 

2 

17 

9 

12 

I 

Diabetes  (a)  Mellitus 

I 

(b)  Marasmas 

Debility 

10 

2 

5 

I 

I 

5 

Local  Diseases — 

735 

9 

455 

12 

573 

12 

759 

13 

862 

14 

918 

22 

Diseases  of  the  N  ervous  System. 

Diseases  of  the  Nerve.s— 

Sub-section  I. 

Neuritis 

6 

I 

6 

7 

5 

5 

4 

Meningitis 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Myelitis 

I 

I 

Congestion  ol  Brain 

2 

I 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders  — 

Sub-section  11. 

Apoplexy 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Paralysis 

Chorea 

4 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Locomotor  Ataxia 

I 

Epilepsy 

I 

4 

16 

3 

Neuralgia 

4 

. 

18 

14 

10 

8 

Hysteria 

I 

I 

Vertigo 

I 

Mental  Diseases — 

Sub-section  III. 

Melancholia 

Mania 

Dementia 

I 

I 

I 

Delusional  Insanity 

18 

I 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

19 

II 

14 

19 

14 

do  Ear 

6 

4 

4 

7 

7 

7 

do  Nose 

I 

I 

I 

■ 

2 

do  Lirculatory  System 

12 

• 

10 

13 

3 

15 

12 

3 

10 

3 

do  Respiratory  System 

68 

9 

51 

I 

56 

5 

42 

I 

36 

5 

27 

2 

do  Digestive  System 

145 

5 

141 

4 

90 

7 

116 

5 

86 

4 

118 

8 

do  Lymphatic  System 

15 

10 

12 

17 

12 

12 

do  Urinary  System 

32 

2 

16 

I 

18 

3 

23 

2 

17 

I 

20 

I 

do  Generative  System 

I 

I 

Male  Organs 

32 

2 

20 

26 

22 

21 

3 

29 

Female  Organs 

22 

.  18 

I 

28 

18 

I 

20 

15 

do  Organs  of  Locomotion... 

24 

23 

39 

36 

I 

39 

13 

do  Cellular  Tissue 

49 

I 

26  ' 

m 

I 

29 

27 

32 

do  Skin 

470 

I 

260 

249 

205 

207 

160 

Total 

914 

24 

627 

9 

572 

21 

525 

II 

517 

16 

479 

16 

Injuries  General 

23 

2 

9 

I 

12 

12 

15 

I 

17 

do  Local 

156 

I 

105 

2 

no 

2 

102 

2 

III 

106 

I 

Surgical  Operations 

Malformations 

lOI 

103 

I 

88 

80 

68 

74 

I 

Poisons 

Parasites 

26 

' 

9 

10 

27 

3 

17 

Ankvlostomum  duodenee 

5 

2 

I 

I 

5 

3 

Other  Diseases 

2 

2 

2 

3 

I 

No  Diseases 

lOI 

65 

91 

86 

80 

1 

1 

100 

Grand  Total 

1,962 

36 

1,259 

'  24 

1,424 

35 

1,562 

26 

1,597 

32 

1,635 

39 

31 


Port  Antonio,  Buff  Bay,  Annotto  Bay,  Port  Maria,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  Cave  Valley,  Falmouth,  Montego  Bay,  Lucea, 
Chapelton,  Lionel  Town  and  Spanish  Town. 


October. 

November.  | 

December. 

January.  | 

February. 

March. 

Total. 

1 

C/j 

C/5  ! 

C/) 

C/5 

C/) 

C/5 

1 

(/j 

-C  1 

<D 

(/) 

Oj 

cS 

<U 

C/) 

a: 

1 

0) 

C/5 

d 

ctJ 

D 

0 

(fi 

d  , 

"S  i 

0) 

05 

(/» 

05 

05 

(/) 

"d 

05 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

u 

Q 

u 

1 

Q  1 

! 

Q 

0  1 

^  ! 

u 

Q 

0 

p 

.  1 

37 

I 

38 

I 

I 

2 

4 

i 

•  t 

I 

• 

18 

3 

- 

I 

1 

‘  1 

• 

4 

I 

89 

10 

4 

7 

5 

3 

4 

I 

9 

3 

5 

• 

3 

32 

5 

8 

17 

8 

I 

2 

9 

■ 

85 

4 

753 

4 

836 

2 

776 

4 

636 

I 

461 

2 

415 

2 

6,614 

25 

59 

3 

122 

3 

150 

3 

98 

2 

74 

53 

2 

813 

33 

I 

I 

4 

3 

2 

• 

28 

19 

I 

2 

I 

6 

I 

I 

I 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

7 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

II 

7 

6 

3 

I 

4 

2 

5 

5 

5 

2 

43 

7 

I 

I 

15 

14 

II 

22 

13 

21 

373 

26 

21 

I 

42 

27 

30 

3 

23 

331 

6 

4 

4 

4 

6 

4 

5 

83 

2 

2 

I 

5 

n 

0 

I 

3 

25 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

28 

[I 

17 

12 

22 

16 

19 

180 

I 

I 

52 

35 

45 

51 

44 

53 

691 

I 

• 

6 

4 

5 

3 

7 

I 

5 

3 

54 

I 

6 

I 

3 

I 

2 

3 

4 

9 

54 

3 

17 

I 

15 

I 

25 

4 

19 

I 

14 

I 

3 

2 

172 

1 

2 

13 

• 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

7 

4 

48 

980 

14 

1,139 

16 

1,122 

16 

936 

8 

687 

10 

645 

14 

9,811 

160 

3 

2 

4 

2 

I 

I 

4 

49 

2 

* 

I 

• 

3 

3 

7 

6 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

I 

I 

I 

4 

4 

I 

2 

3 

5 

23 

4 

I 

• 

. 

I 

I 

2 

3 

2 

I 

3 

I 

. 

19 

1 

8 

12 

13 

12 

12 

12 

139 

I 

2 

2 

I 

8 

I 

2 

I 

2 

• 

2 

I 

4 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

12 

15 

8 

18 

14 

18 

180 

5 

7 

19 

5 

5 

4 

71 

I 

I 

I 
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Operations. 


Abscesses — 

Incision  of 

Abdominal  Section — 

Parasentesis 

Laparotomy 

Appendicitis 

Gastro — Jejunostomy 

Pan — Hysterectomy 

Oophorestomy 

Ovariotomy 

Fistula  Abdominal  Wall 
Pelvic  H^matocle 
Removal  Intestinal  Cancer 
Supra--Pabic  Cystotomy 
Caesarean  Section 
Washing  out  Stomach 

Aneurism — 

Ligature  of  Artery 

Amputations — 

Symes 

Leg- 

Fingers 

Penis 

Forearm 

Breast 

Bladder  and  Urethra — 

Stricture,  dilation  of 
Internal  Urethrotomy 
Perineal  Section 
Perineal  Abscess 
Retention  of  Urine 
Hypertrophy  of  Prostate 
Extravasation  of  Urine 
Ruptured  Perineum  — Suturin.;- 
Nephropexy 
Tapping  Bladder 

Bones — 

Caries 

Necrosis 

Osteotomy 

Sequestrotomy 


Eye- 

Pterygium 

Iridectomy 

Sclerotomy 

Ext.  of  Cataract  (c.  Iridectomy) 

Ext.  of  Cataract  (sine  Iridectomy) 
Extirpation  of  Globe 
Ulcer  of  Cornea 
Foreign  bodies  removcxl  from — 

Ear 

Foot 

Nose 

Eye 

Hand 

Throat 

Abdomen 

Wrist 

Face,  Nose,  Mouth,  l<cc.-  - 
Nasal  Polypus,  (rem) 

Cleft  of  Palate 
Tonsils  removed 
J  oints  — 

Arthrotomy 
Reduction  of 
Lymph  :  Glands— 

Excision  of 

Scraping  and  cauterizing 
Hernia — 

Reduction  of 
Radical  cure  for 

Herniotomy  for  Strangulated  Hernia 
Fractures  - 

Simple  and  Compound 
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Hospitals  during  the  financial  year,  1908-1909. 
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Return  of  Operations  performed  at  the  Public  General 
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Operations. 


Male  Generative  Organs — 

Phymosis 

Radical  Cure  Hydrocele 
Tapping  Hydrocele 
Removal  of  Testicle 
Suturing  Urethra 
Slitting  Prepuce 
Circumcisions 
Chancroids — cauterizing 

Female  Generative  Organs — 

Curetting 

Polypus  Uteri — removal 
Elephantiasis  of  Vulva 
Hysteropaxy 
Delivery 

Removal  of  Uterus 
Atresia  Vagina 

Vesico  - Vaginal  Fistula  (operation  foip 
Abortion— removal  of  Ovum 
Reposition  of  retrovertion  of  Womb 
Division  of  cicatricial  B  inds 

Rectum  and  Anus — 

Fistula  in  Ano 
Stricture  of 

Hemorrhoids  (Thermo-cautery) 
Hemorrhoids,  Ligature  of 
Replacing  Prolapsed  Rectum 
Nails  removed 
Plastic  Operation 

Dislocation- 

Shoulder 

Thumb 

Jaw 

Ankle 

Incisions,  Cellulitis  and  Carbuncle 
Trephining  and  cleaning  of  Mastoid  Cells 

T  endons — 

Suturing  of 
Tenotomy 

Wounds — 

Suturing  of 

Tumours  and  Cysts — 

Carcinoma 

Sarcoma 

Papilloma  of  Palate 

Bursal 

Adenoids 

Cystic  Tumour  of  Jaw 

Fibroma 

Lipoma 

Sebaceous  Cyst 

Tumour  of  Bi'east 

Angioma 

Keloid 

Epitheloma  of  Heel 
Examination  under  Chloroform 
Scraping  Chronic  Ulcers 
Extraction  of  Teeth  ■ 

Parasentesis  of  Pleura 

Minor  Operations 

Removal  of  Elephantoid  Masses 

Cauterizing  Chronic  Ulcers 

Skin  Graft 

Septic  Phlebitis 

Punctured  Wound  (Tetanus) 

Varicose  Veins 
Irritable  Ulcer 
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Hospitals  during  the  financial  year  1908-1909. 
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FI  EL  IC  HOSPITAL. 


Report  for  the  year  ended  Slst  March.  1909, 


Island  Medical  Office,  Kingston,  19th  August,  1909. 

No  1914 


1821 

Hon.  Colonial  Secretaiy,  Kingston. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  His  Excellency  the  Governor’s  information  the  annual  report 
and  returns  of  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston,  for  the  Financial  Year  ending  March  Slst,  1909. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  relate  that  the  projected  buildings  arranged  for  after  the  earthquake  has 
been  commenced. 

The  kitchen  and  food  stores  have  been  completed.  The  food  and  wood  stores  have  an  opening  on 
to  Rose  Lane  so  that  carts  in  future  can  discharge  their  cargo  straight  into  the  stores  from  the  Lane 
without  entering  the  Hospital  grounds  at  all. 

It  will  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  when  the  new  outpatient  rooms  and  dispensary,  linen  rooms, 
etc.,  are  erected. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  installed  during  the  year  1908-9. 

A  covered  way  has  been  built  from  the  North  male  ward  underbuilding  to  communicate  witli  the 
main  covered  way  across  the  square. 

New  enamelled  baths  have  been  installed  in  the  following  wards: 

1.  Theatre  Ward. 

2.  Victoria  Ward  and  Elizabeth  Ward  which  had  cement  concrete  baths  neither  of  which,  on 
account  of  their  size,  could  be  much  used. 

3.  William  and  Edward  Wards  which  had  their  concrete  baths  removed  some  time  after  the  earth¬ 
quake. 

Victoria  Ward,  the  walls  of  which  Mrs.  Allwood  was  so  kind  as  to  commence  painting  befoi'e 
the  earthquake,. was  finished  by  her  during  the  past  year  on  her  return  from  Europe. 

The  various  paintings  which  are  in  oil  are  placed  between  the  various  windows  and  doors,  and  are 
most  artistic  and  beautifully  finished  off. 

Each  painting  represents  an  everyday  scene  in  the  streets  of  Jamaica  and  they  afford  great  pleasure, 
to  the  children  in  the  ward  whose  remarks  and  criticisms  thereon  are  sometimes  very  funny. 

They  will  stand  as  a  lasting  reminder  of  Mrs.  Allwood’s  kindness. 

The  Medical  Officers  quarters  are  now  completed. 

Owing  to  the  transfer  of  the  Island  Medical  Office  to  North  Street,  communication  now  exists  between 
that  office  and  the  Hospital,  part  of  Matthews  Lane  having  been  closed  up  and  the  walls  between  the 
hospital  and  the  new  office  broken  down;  a  portion  of  the  Lane  has  been  absorbed  into  the  hospital 
compound. 

This  will  allow  of  some  extension  of  the  hospital  eastward  should  it  be  necessary,  and  adds  to  the 
ventilation  of  the  hospital  from  the  east  side  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sea  breeze  can  play  between  the 
wards  better. 

Two  small  isolation  wards  have  been  built  in  the  male  and  female  underbuilding. 

The  legac}^  of  £2,049  15s.  3d.  so  kindly  left  to  the  hospital  for  the  sick  poor  of  Kingston,  will  be 
used  in  building  a  new  ward  to  be  died  the  “Rietti  Ward”  in  the  underbuilding  of  the  Theatre  Ward 
which  will  lie  lifted  on  jacks  while  the  new  ward  is  being  built  underneath.  Both  the  “  Rietti  Ward” 
and  the  Theatre  Ward  will  be  greatly  in  advance  of  any  of  the  other  wards  in  the  point  of  modern  con¬ 
veniences. 

The  nurses  home  is  being  carried  on  satisfactorily. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Dr.  .1.  A.  Allwood  resigned  his  appointment  as  Senior  Resident  in  order  to  go 
into  partnership  with  Dr.  Frank  Saunders — a  gain  to  the  latter  but  a  loss  to  the  Service. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  state  how  much  I  regret  his  leaving  us,  as  he  was  a  most  capable 
and  well  read  officer,  a  first  class  surgeon  and  thoroughly  interested  in  his  profession  and  full  of  keenness 
on  his  work. 

As  a  result  of  Dr.  Allwood’s  resignation.  Dr.  Ross  has  been  promoted  to  the  Senior  Residentship  on 
condition  that  he  should  qualify  himself  in  ophthalmic  practice  and  the  use  of  X-Rays;  and  Dr.  C.  A. 
H.  Thomson  was  promoted  to  the  Junior  Residentship  on  similar  conditions  as  to  X-Rays  and 
Bacteriology. 

Miss  M.  Robertson  was  appointed  Matron  on  23rd  May,  1908,  and  resigned  on  4th  August.  Miss 
H.  S.  Walker  was  appointed  Matron  on  the  5th  August,  1908. 

The  number  of  Dispensary  Students  at  the  Public  Hospital  at  the  close  of  the  Financial  year  1907-8 
was  13.  Six  students  joined  during  the  year;  three  completed  their  course  of  training  and  obtained 
ectrificates  under  the  Drugs  and  Poisons  Law. 

One  student  was  expelled  for  misconduct  and  15  remained  under  training  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Two  Medical  Students  left  to  pursue  their  studies  abroad;  three  were  admitted  during  the  year  and 
are  still  in  attendance. 

The  work  of  the  hospital  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily  but  the  year  has,  I  regret,  to  say  been 
noted  by  the  admission  of  a  veiy  large  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Attached  please  find  Dr, 
Castle’s  report. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  Solomon,  the  President  of  the  Chhig  Wah  Society,  (a  Chinese 
Society)  accompanied  by  kind  hearted  Councillor  Wareham  came  to  the  Island  Medical  Office  and  very 
kindly  presented  the  sum'j^’of  £20  to  be  appropriated  to  a  “Nurses  Holiday  Fund.” 

This  kind  action  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  Society  is  one  that  I  may  say  is  unique. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  Errington  Ker. 

Superintending  Medical  Officer. 


Public  Hospital,, Kingston,  Jamaica,  June  18th,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  treated  in 
the  Public  Hospital  during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1909. 

1.  Table  I.  shows  the  number  of  patients  treated,  in  Hospital  during  the  period  under  review  with 
results. 

The  total  being  3,729,  of  this  number  198  remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were 
362  deaths  during  the  year  as  compared  with  401  during  the  previous  year.  Of  those  who  died  12  were 
of  the  number  remaining  from  last  year. 

The  daily  average  number  of  beds  occupied  was  188  as  compared  with  194  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  admission  to  hospital  who  were  rejected  for  want  of  accommodation 
or  for  other  reasons  was  4,132.  These  applicants  are  either  referred  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  or 
else  to  the  Inspector  of  Poor  or  are  advised  to  return  on  another  day  and  apply  for  admission. 

2'.  Table  II.  gives  the  average  stay  in  days  of  patients  in  hospital. 

3.  Table  III.  gives  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  within  12  to  72  hours  after  admission.  These 
causes  were  admitted  in  a  more  or  less  moribund  condition:  the  total  number  under  this  heading  was  112. 

The  majority  of  these  cases  were  bi-ought  by  their  relatives  or  friends  to  hospital,  on  one  hand  to 
obtain  a  death  certificate  and  on  the  other  to  save  funeral  expenses. 

The  death  rate  was  9.7  per  cent.  1  may  remark  that  the  death  rate  is  increased  bj"  the  admission 
of  incurables  brought  to  hospital  in  a  critical  condition. 

Table  IV.  gives  the  Medical  return  of  cases  treated  with  results.  The  most  noteworthy  diseases 
were : — 

(a)  Malarial  Fever.— The  number  of  cases  of  Malarial  Fever  treated  in  hospital  during  the  year  was 
694  as  compared  with  666  treated  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  694  cases  treated  21  cases  terminated 
fatally. 

The  largest  number  of  admissions  was  in  December  last  when  137  cases  were  admitted. 

(b)  Tubercular  l)isea.^es. — Under  the  above  heading  139  cases  were  treated:  of  this  numbej’  69  were 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Phthisis  and  22  cases  proved  fatal. 

The  remianing  70  were  cases  of  Tubercular  disease  of  the  bones,  joints,  glands  peritonemn,  etc. 

(c)  Enteric  Fever.— Under  this  heading  there  were  170  cases  admitted  of  this  number  73  proved 
fatal. 

A  large  number  of  these  cases  treated  suffered  from  Pneumonia,  others  were  complicated  with 
severe  hsemorrhage.  .  The  high  death  rate  w'as  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  number  of  cases 
were  admitted  in  a  critical  condition,  indeed  in  some  of  the  cases  an  autopsy  had  to  be  performed,  as  thev 
died  within  a  few  hours  of  admission,  and  the  examination  revealed  advanced  ulceration,  and  in  some 
cases  actual  perforation  of  the  gut. 

(d)  Colitis.- — Under  this  heading  there  were  93  admissions,  of  this  number  14  proved  fatal.  Several 
of  these  cases  were  chronic  and  consequently  very  difficult  to  treat. 

(e)  Pneumonia. — There  were  58  cases  admitted  under  this  heading,  12  cases  ended  fatally. 

(/)  Venereal  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  cases  treated  under  this  heading  was  309  as  compared 
with  268  cases  treated  in  the  previous  year. 

The  sub-joined  table  shows  the  classification — 


Syphilis 

Cases 

Deaths 

Primary 

7 

_ 

Secondary 

7 

— 

Tertiary 

54 

2 

Inherited 

6 

4 

Gonorrhoea 

162 

■  3 

Chancroids 

73 

_ 

Table  V.  gives  the  return  of  Surgical  Operations  perfoimed  with  results. 

Thirteen  hundred  operations  were  performed  and  there  were  '28  deaths. 

There  were  33  Laparotomies  performed  with  five  deaths.  Of  the  five  deaths,  three  were  admitted 
in  a  moribund  condition  suffering  from  Intestinal  Obstruction.  One  case  of  perforated  gut  and  one 
case  of  hysterectomy.  Taken  alb  round  the  results  have  been  excellent. 

The  new  Operating  Room  was  completed  and  opened  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  to  this  up-to-date 
room  the  excellent  results  are  in  no  small  measure  due. 

_  Tables  VI,  VII,  VIII.  gives  returns  of  countries,  parishes  and  occupations  of  patients  admitted 
during  the  year. 
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Table  IX.  shows  the  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  for  the  Out-patients,  the  Constabulary  and 
Maternity  Hospital. 

The  number  of  casualties  treated  during  the  year  was  6,432  as  compared  with  7,127  attended  to 
in  the  pervious  year. 

The  Annual  examination  for  Nurses  was  held  in  February.  The  results  have  been  fairly  satisfactory. 
Miss  Walker,  the  Matron,  who  was  trained  at  the  Colchester  Hospital,  Essex,  England,  has  been  holding 
classes  for  both  the  Senior  and  Probationer  Nurses. 

The  Annual  Christmas  treat  for  the  patients  and  nurses  had  to  be  put  off  as  far  as  a  social  function 
was  conceimed,  owing  to  the  sad  death  of  the  Hon.  H.  Clarence  Bourne,  Colonial  Secretary.  Mr.  Holland 
kindly  presented  the  nurses  with  caskets  containing  scent  and  each  of  the  patients  received  a  present. 

To  the  kind  ladies  and  'gentlemen  who  contributed  towards  the  annual  treat  the  grateful  thanks  of 
the  Staff  are  due. 

The  thanks  of  the  Hospital  are  due  to  the  kind  friends  who  have  presented  the  wards  with  illustrated 
papers  and  magazines 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Charles  W.  M.  Castle,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 

Senior  Medical  Officer. 

The  Hon.  Superintending  Medical  Officer,  Kingston. 


Table  I. 


Males. 

Total. 

Pat  ents  rema’ning  in  Hospital  1st  April,  1908 

122 

78 

200 

Patients  admitted  during  the  year  1908-1909 

2091 

1,438 

3,529 

Total  patients  treated 

2,213 

1,516 

3,729 

Of  these  were  cured 

1,594 

1,052 

2,646 

“  “  “  relieved 

220 

114 

334 

“  “  “  not  relieved 

101 

88 

189 

“  “  “  died 

183 

179 

362 

Remaining  in  Hospital  31st  March,  1909 

120 

78 

198 

2,218 

1,511 

3,729 

Death  rate  9.7% 

. 

Table  II. 

Dail}^  aA^erage  number  of  beds  occupied  by  male  patients 

Daily  average  number  of  beds  occupied  by  female  patients 

Average  stay  in  days  of  those  who  died — males 

.\verage  staj^  in  days  of  those  who  died — females 

Average  stay  in  days  of  males  discharged 

Average  stay  in  days  of  females  discharged 

Average  stay  in  days  of  males  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  stay  in  days  of  females  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Longest  stay  of  any  one  patient  in  hospital 


114.2 

73.7 

15.2 

12.2 

22.8 
22.3 
23.5 
21.7 

260  days 


Tabie  III. 


Patients  who  have  died  within  the  folloAving  hours  after  adm  ssion. 


Hours. 

12 

24 

48 

' 

72 

Total. 

Males 

16 

■ 

11 

5 

17 

49 

Females 

17 

21 

7 

18 

63 

Total 

33 

32  - 

12 

35 

112 

TABLE  IV. 


i 

Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  at  the  Public 


! 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

Disease. 

(A 

o 

cn 

-C 

W 

0) 

«/5 

r*  j 

rt 

1 

(A 

t/i 

CD  1 

(/) 

rt 

C/3  1 

d) 

C/3 

c/3 

-C 

rt 

U 

0 

Q 

a 

U 

Q 

U  1 

aj 

Q  , 

rt 

CJ  i 

Q 

0  : 

Q 

0  ' 

Q 

General  Diseases — 

Influenza 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

■ 

26 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

3 

16 

5 

21 

6 

33 

14 

13 

21 

10 

Dysentery 

Malarial  Fever — 

• 

I 

I 

(a)  Intermittent 

32 

2 

29 

33 

29 

54 

45 

(b)  Remittent 

8 

2 

8 

3 

12 

14 

I 

14 

I 

18 

2 

Erysepelas 

I 

. 

I 

I 

1 

• 

• 

• 

Septicemia 

I 

I 

I 

• 

Tetanus 

2 

I 

I 

T  ubercle 

Syphilis — 

16 

5 

2.S 

6 

10 

3 

6 

2 

10 

I 

8 

I 

(a)  Primary 

I 

I 

2 

(/))  Secondary 

I 

• 

I 

• 

2 

(c)  Inherited 

. 

2 

■ 

Tertiary 

3 

I 

6 

I 

3 

I 

8 

3 

Gonorrhoea  . . .  i 

15 

16 

6 

18 

I 

II 

I 

15 

Chancroids 

3 

4 

6 

7 

7 

• 

4 

Alcoholism 

Rheumatism 

3  • 

8 

I 

7 

• 

2 

5 

• 

5 

New  Growth -malignant 

7 

I 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

do  non-malignant 

2 

3 

, 

3 

I 

5 

I 

5 

3 

I 

Anemia 

2 

3 

I 

I 

I 

2 

. 

Debility 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

103 

14 

I2T 

16 

no 

12 

123 

22 

152 

17 

133 

17 

Local  Diseases — 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Sub-Section  I. 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves — 

Neuritis 

8 

I 

5 

I 

I 

5 

3 

2 

I 

Sub-section  II. 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders — 

Paralysis 

Epilepsy 

I 

I 

2 

. 

. 

I 

I 

Neuralgia 

Hysteria 

2 

• 

I 

■ 

I 

. 

. 

I 

• 

Sub-section  III. 

Mental  Diseases — 

Mania 

I 

. 

I 

I 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

12 

7 

9 

4 

6 

2 

2 

do  Ear 

. 

I 

I 

do  Nose 

2 

2 

do  Circulatory  System 

8 

I 

6 

I 

3 

2 

7 

2 

5 

I 

8 

3 

do  Resp,  “ 

14 

I 

14 

7 

I 

9 

8 

I 

6 

2 

do  Diges.  “ 

31 

2 

31 

6 

34 

2 

32 

6 

21 

2 

24 

4 

do  Lymph.  “ 

4 

5 

3 

4 

5 

2 

do  Urinary  “ 

do  Generative  “ 

24 

7 

14 

3 

12 

I 

13 

2 

19 

7 

15 

I 

do  Male  Organs 

I 

i 

3 

I 

2 

'  4 

3 

I 

do  Female  “ 

'  16 

I 

IS 

17 

1  I 

22 

2 

12 

!  I 

II 

do  Organs  of  Locomotion 

1  . 

2 

I 

j  I 

do  Cellular  Tissue 

22 

I 

15 

20 

I 

24 

I 

20 

!  3 

14 

po  Skin 

4 

2 

' 

1 

5 

1 

2 

do  Bones  and  Joints 

13 

1  9 

3 

1 

1 

1  9 

1 

1 

9 

! 

5 

Total 

161 

15 

130 

12 

120 

1 

9 

144 

13 

115 

20 

93 

10 

Injuries.  Local 

21 

I 

19 

20 

I 

32 

20 

2 

21 

2 

Malformations 

Poisons 

5 

- 

3 

I 

6 

I 

9 

I 

15 

Parasites 

I 

I 

I 

Abortions 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

5 

Other  Diseases 

No  do 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

3 

j 

i 

4 

10 

I 

3 

I 

i 

Total 

33 

3 

33 

2 

35 

i 

;  4 

48 

I 

35 

1  6 

1 

i  41 

1 

2 

6 


TABLE  IV. 


Hospital,  Kingston,  during  the  financial  year,  1908-1909. 


October. 

November. 

December. 

. 

January. 

February. 

March.  ; 

Total. 

Cases  re- 

maining  in 

1 

C/3 

C« 

C/3 

C« 

C/3 

1 

u: 

Hospital  on 

C/3  ' 

CD 

(/) 

Cases. 

-C 

t/3 

CD 

C/3 

"S 

(/)  1 

03  1 

C/3 

i 

Cases. 

1 

Cases, 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

ist  April,  1909. 

u 

Q 

Q 

0 

Q 

u 

0 

Q 

Q 

5 

4 

2 

7 

3 

12 

5 

7 

3 

12 

5 

5 

4 

170 

73 

12 

I 

I 

I 

• 

4 

I 

• 

41 

52 

1 12 

57 

I 

20 

I 

23 

536 

4 

16 

II 

16 

3 

25 

2 

14 

I 

II 

I 

7 

I 

158 

17 

4 

. 

2 

I 

I 

I 

, 

. 

. 

3 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

7 

5 

I 

16 

5 

7 

3 

8 

4 

13 

4 

13 

3 

7 

3 

139 

40 

13 

2 

I 

7 

I 

I 

I 

. 

7 

, 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

6 

4 

7 

6 

2 

7 

6 

2 

54 

2 

8 

19 

16 

■  12 

17 

I 

8 

9 

, 

162 

3 

13 

4 

9 

5 

• 

II 

9 

4 

73 

10 

I 

I 

10 

5 

8 

13 

II 

3 

80 

I 

6 

5 

2 

4 

I 

2 

2 

2 

I 

40 

6 

3 

4 

4 

9 

I 

I 

40 

3 

4 

2 

I 

I 

3 

I 

16 

2 

3 

2 

.  • 

I 

I 

I 

I 

• 

10 

2 

128 

12 

133 

12 

194 

13 

154 

12 

105 

II 

64 

9 

1,520 

167 

93 

4 

3 

I 

3 

. 

6 

I 

2 

48 

6 

4 

I 

I 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

I 

14 

I 

2 

. 

, 

5 

• 

I 

• 

3 

I 

I 

4 

I 

12 

10 

4 

II 

6 

3 

. 

86 

2 

12 

I 

I 

5 

. 

. 

. 

. 

4 

2 

I 

8 

5 

8 

5 

8 

3 

7 

I 

I 

I 

71 

26  ' 

4 

7 

2 

12 

'  2 

9 

I 

15 

2 

12 

5 

I 

I18 

13 

5 

17 

3 

28 

3 

31 

3 

32 

3 

24 

5 

18 

I 

323 

40 

12 

4 

4 

2 

5 

4 

3 

45 

2 

8 

14 

6 

II 

2 

17 

4 

II 

5 

8 

I 

166 

39 

12 

I 

I 

2 

I 

19 

2 

I 

22 

16 

10 

15 

17 

I 

2 

I 

175  ■ 

7 

II 

• 

• 

3 

I 

18 

13 

I 

19 

I 

10 

8 

4 

I 

187 

9 

7 

5 

4 

6 

I 

9 

4 

I 

• 

42 

I 

14 

7 

7 

8 

4 

2 

I 

• 

77 

7 

109 

6 

123 

18 

I15 

13 

137 

14 

100 

12 

51 

6 

1,398 

148 

92 

23 

3 

19 

I 

23 

2 

18 

3 

25 

2 

14 

2 

255 

19 

8 

9 

I 

6 

. 

9 

4 

3 

I 

I 

71 

3 

4 

I 

3 

2 

6 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

I 

I 

17 

2 

. 

2 

I 

19 

10 

3 

5 

3 

5 

5 

42 

I 

39 

4 

27 

2 

40 

2 

26 

3 

35 

3 

21 

3 

413 

35 

13 
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TABLE  V. 


Return  of  Operations  performed  at  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston, 


April. 


Operations. 


Oj 

u 


cj 

<u 

p 


May. 


Cj 

u 


<u 

p 


June. 


CJ 

u 


rt 

1) 

P 


July. 


August. 


u 


cs 

CJ 

P 


CS 

U 


oj 

<u 

p 


Abscesses — 
Incision  of 


33 


20 


31 


36 


45 


Abdominal  Section  for — 
Intestinal  Obstruction 
Perforated  Gut 
Pyo  Salpinx 

Supra-pubic  prostatectomy 

Appendicectomy 

Hysterectomy 

Ovariotomy 

Double  Oophorectomy 

Ovarian  Cyst 

Uterine  Fibroid 

Dermoid  Cyst 

Blood  Cyst 

Aneurism — 

Ligature  of  Artery 
Femoral 

Amputations — 

Foot  (Symes’) 

Leg 

Thigh 

Digits 

Penis 

Forearm 

Toe 

Breast 

Bladder  and  Urethra- 
Stricture,  dilation  of 
P  erineal  Section 
Urethral  calculus 
Retention  of  Urine 
Washing  and  irrigating 

Bones — 

Necrosis 
Osteotomy 
Sequestrotomy 
Ununited  Fracture 
Fracture  of  Skull 

Eye  on — 

Pterygium 

Ext.  of  cataract  cum 

Iridectomy 

Eneucleation 

Haemorrhoids — 

Ligaturing  of 
Cauterizing 

Foreign  bodies  removed  from — 
Ear 
Foot 
Nose 
Eye 
Hand 
Throat 
Finger 
Chest 
Thigh 

Face,  Nose,  Mouth,  &c. — 
Salivary  calculus 
Nasal  Polypus 
Tonsils  removed 
Adenoids 

Paracentesis— 

i'horacis 

Abdominis 

Joints — 

Reduction  of 
Excision 


during  the  Financial  Year  1908-9, 
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TABLE  V. 


September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

Total. 

1 

'  Cases. 

1 

1 

j  Deaths. 

1 

1 

Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

! 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases.  j 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

62 

4^ 

VI 

.. 

36 

* 

44 

25 

40 

• 

26 

• 

445 

I 

1 

3 

3 

. 

. 

I 

I 

• 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

. 

3 

. 

.« 

. 

I 

2 

I 

. 

2 

8 

I 

. 

. 

1 

1 

I 

. 

I 

. 

I 

• 

• 

I 

4 

- 

. 

. 

I 

2 

. 

I 

6 

. 

, 
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• 

• 

I 

I 

• 

I 

• 

* 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

2 

• 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

10 

I 

I 

I 

I 

. 

4 

I 

I 

I 

3 

13 

I 

. 

I 

. 

3 

I 

• 

3 

I 

I 

. 

6 

1 

• 

I 

I 

' 

• 

7 

9 

9 

• 

5 

9 

II 

16 

10 

III 

1 

I 

I 

2 

'2 

I 

4 

2 

20 

4 

I 

I 

. 

7 

I 

I 

• 

16 

• 

3 

I 

. 

4 

2 

3 

■ 

I 

. 

12 

, 

I 

. 

I 

3 

, 

2 

3 

3 

I 

I 

16 

I 

2 

1 

I 

• 

■ 

• 

1 

I 

2 

2 

I 

• 

I 

I 

• 

. 

3 

. 

. 

. 

4 

• 

. 

I 

. 

• 

7 

• 

3 

. 

3 

• 

• 

2 

3 

• 

2 

‘ 

I 

• 

3 

2 

■ 

34 

2 

I 

5 

• 

2 

3 

24 

• 

• 

• 

* 

I 

I 

• 

I 

• 

3 

I 

2 

2 

. 

I 

2 

14 

, 

I 

I 

• 

I 

. 

• 

9 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

I 

• 

15 

I 

. 

3 

I 

3 

2 

21 

I 

I 

. 

I 

• 

7 

. 

. 

I 

3 

2 

2 

I 

. 

I 

. 

I 

• 

• 

12 

, 

. 

. 

• 

1 

I 

3 

• 

• 

• 

* 

'  ■ 

■ 

I 

. 

I 

• 

■ 

, 

1 

■ 

I 

• 

I 

. 

• 

■ 

2 

• 

• 

• 

I 

. 

I 

• 

. 

3 

3 

23 

• 

• 

. 

-> 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

4 

I 

I 

I 

* 

I 

• 

2 

* 

' 

• 

4 

8 

TABLE  V. 


Return  of  Operations  performed  at  the  Public  Hospital,  Kingston, 


April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

Operations. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

I  Deaths. 

Cases. 

W? 

a> 

p 

Glands — 

Excision  and  scraping  of  Tubercular 

I 

.  . 

I 

2 

‘  Glands 

I 

3 

4 

• 

I 

2 

Hernia — 

Reduction  of 

Radical  cure  for 

I 

2 

1 

Herniotomy  for  strangulated 

2 

■ 

I 

1 

Fractures — 

Compound  and  Simple 

I 

I 

. 

Male  Generative  Organs — 

Paraphymosis 

I 

. 

Varicocele 

. 

. 

I 

Radical  cure  Hydrocele 

I 

. 

I 

. 

Hcematocele 

1 

. 

Tapping  Hydrocele 

2 

5 

2 

3 

4 

Circumcision 

3 

2 

5 

6 

8 

Chancroid :  cauterizing 

Orchiectomy 

. 

I 

I 

■ 

Female  Generative  Organs — 

Curetting 

8 

6 

6 

5 

7 

Amputation  Cervix 

Vaginal  Hysterectomy 

I 

Pelvic  Hcematocele 

Nails  removed 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Plastic  operation 

I 

Dislocation — 

J  aw 

Incision  :  Cellulitis  and  Carbuncle 

Tumours  and  Cyst 

Carcinoma 

Sebaceous 

Dermoid 

Bursal  T umor 

Enchondroina 

Fibroma  of  /'Keloid) 

. 

2 

. 

. 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 

I 

■ 

I 

I 

Lipoma 

Mibomian 

Papilloma 

I 

. 

I 

I 

Hcematoma 

Examination  under  Clilo  oform 

Do.  without 

Scraping  Chronic  Ulcers 

. 

2 

2 

. 

2 

I 

3 

3 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

4 

I 

• 

I 

I 

Wounds  sewn  up — 

Lacerated  and  Incised 

Extraction  of  Teeth 

I 

65 

62 

61 

I 

68 

■ 

I 

82 

• 

Sinuses — 

Opening  and  scraping 

I 

I 

2 

. 

, 

Operation  for — 

Repairing  lacerated  perinceum 

Recto-Vaginal  Fistula 

I 

• 

Vesico  “ 

• 

Lateral  Lithotomy 

• 

Wry  Neck 

Imperforated  anus 

External  Urethrotomy 

* 

• 

Removal  of  Urethral  Carbuncle 

* 

• 

Cholestotomy 

I 

New  Growth — 

Removing  Elephantiasis  Labia 

Removal  of  Venereal  Warts 

• 

• 

Opening  and  scraping  Gumma 

• 

Malignant 

• 

Non-malignant 

2 

• 

• 

✓ 
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TABLE  V. 


during  the  Financial  Year  1908-9. 


September. 

1  October. 

!  Novemben 

I 

December. 

January, 

1 

1  February, 
i 

March. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deat  s. 

Cases. 

Deaths.  | 

1 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases.  i 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

2 

' 

i  9 

‘ 

: 

4 

II 

6 

8 

j 

7 

1 

II 

i 

I  58 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  2 

5 

I 

2 

2 

2 

, 

'  2 

16 

2 

I 

1 

I 

I 

t 

!  8 

j 

• 

■ 

3 

• 

• 

I 

I 

• 

i 

4 

t 

i 

10 

I 

2 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1  6 

, 

1 

1  I 

1 

1 

1  2 

! 

I 

5 

2 

3 

I 

5 

31 

9 

2 

6 

7 

II 

II 

1 

8 

78 

2 

■ 

I 

3 

I 

• 

3 

4 

9 

4 

8 

6 

I 

II 

, 

3 

77 

I 

. 

I 

, 

I 

. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

3 

I 

12 

• 

• 

. 

I 

• 

2 

• 

I 

I 

« 

I 

5 

I 

• 

I 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

. 

I 

7 

• 

2 

I 

• 

2 

I 

. 

2 

, 

. 

I 

I 

• 

• 

‘ 

4 

3 

2 

2 

I 

2 

I 

• 

2 

• 

16 

. 

I 

5 

2 

. 

I 

2 

2 

I 

20 

, 

I 

. 

4 

104 

55 

' 

62 

49 

29 

•  1 

42 

i 

34 

713 

I 

I 

3 

■ 

I 

I 

I 

2 

12 

i 

1 

1 

■  1 

1 

.  1 

j 

1 

( 

I 

I 

. 

I 

I 

I 

4 

1 

.  1 

2 

I 

3 

. 

1 

. 

I 

1 

I 

1 

•  1 

1 

1 

.  1 

I 

.  1 

1 

I 

I 

.  1 

I 

• 

2 

I 

•  i 

I 

.  1 

I 

•  1 

I 

I 

3 

‘ 

1 

* 

I 

• 

I 

; 

• 

I  1 

•• 

I 

3 

. 

I 

2 

2 

■  1 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

10 

• 

.  ! 

• 

■  i 

I  1 

.  i 

I 

Total. 


I 


2 


I 


I 


2 

3 


2 


Deaths. 
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Table  VI. — Countries. 


Africa  1 

America  5 

Australia  1 

Austria  1 

Barbados  9 

Bermuda  1 

Canada  3 

China  7 

Cuba  3 

Denierara  1 


Denmark  1 

England  20 

Germany  13 

Grand  Cayman  1 

Hayti  4 

Inagua  1 

India  35 

Ireland  6 

Italy  2 

Jamaica  3,398 


Japan  1 

Nicaragua  1 

Peru  1 

Scotland  1 

Spain  5 

St.  Lucia  1 

St.  Helena  1 

Sweden  2 

Trinidad  2 

Turks  Island  1 


Total  3,529 


Table  VII. — Parishes. 


Kingston 

2,652 

St.  Mary 

19 

Manchester 

5 

Port  Royal 

22 

St.  Ann 

2 

Clarendon 

8 

St.  Andrew 

772 

Trelawny 

2 

St.  Catherine 

26 

St.  Thomas 

5 

Westmoreland 

1 

Portland 

6 

St.  Elizabeth 

9 

Total 

3,529 

Table  VIII.— Occupation. 

Apprentices 

47 

Druggists 

2 

Pilots 

2 

Accountants 

1 

Electricians 

1 

Planters 

105 

Baggage-men 

1 

Engine-drivers 

2 

Platelayers 

2 

Bailiffs 

1 

Engineers 

4 

Postmen 

7 

Bakers 

39 

Engravers 

1 

Plumbers 

1 

Billiard-markers 

1 

Firemen 

30 

Porters 

4 

Blacksmiths 

7 

Fishermen 

35 

Postmen 

1 

Boatmen 

6 

Fitters 

3 

Printers 

3 

Boatswains 

1 

Foremen 

1 

Produce  dealers 

2 

Bookbinders 

1 

Gardeners 

36 

Sailmakers 

1 

Bookkeepers 

2 

Goldsmiths 

10 

Sawyers 

4 

Brakesmen 

3 

Grave-diggers 

1 

Schoolmasters 

4 

Bricklayers 

60 

Grooms 

15 

Seamen 

33 

Busmen 

6 

Hatmakers 

7 

Seamstresses 

159 

Butchers 

10 

Headmen 

2 

Servants 

306 

Butlers 

33 

Higglers 

69 

Shipwrights 

2 

Cabinet-makers 

4 

House-cleaners 

43 

Shoemakers 

31 

Cakesellers 

11 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances 

1 

Shopkeepers 

13 

Carpenters 

87 

Insurance  Agents 

1 

Shopservers 

25 

Cartmen 

31 

Jockeys 

6 

Siieculators 

5 

Cigarmakers 

21 

Jugglers 

1 

Stevedores 

5 

Clerks 

48 

Labourers 

634 

Storemen 

19 

Clergymen 

1 

Laundresses 

346 

Tailors 

22 

Coachbuilders 

1 

M  achinists 

3 

Tinsmiths 

4 

Coachmen 

44 

Masons 

6 

Tobacconists 

5 

Compositors 

1 

Matrons 

1 

Upholsters 

1 

Conductors 

4 

Mechanics 

4 

V  endors 

3 

Confectioners 

1 

Merchants 

2 

Warder  ^ 

4 

Constables 

161 

Messengers 

7 

Watchmakers 

2 

Contractors 

1 

Motormen 

1 

Watchmen 

4 

Cooks 

56 

Musicians 

1 

Wheelwrights 

3 

Coopers 

2 

None 

649 

Dentists 

1 

Nurses 

47 

Tatal 

3,529 

Drivers 

1 

Painters 

42 

-  -  - 

Draymen 

23 

Peddlers 

15 

T.^ble  IX, 

No.  of  Patients  with  tickets  from  Inspector  of  Poor 

603 

“  prescriptions  made  up  for  the  above 

4,724 

“  Patients  treated  as  Casuals  without  tickets 

6  432 

“  prescriptions  made  up  for  above 

6,650 

“  prescriptions  made  up  for  Constabulary 

C398 
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'Cases  of  Malarial  Fever  treated  in  the  Public  Hospital  Kingston  from  1st  April,  1908,  to  31st 

March,  1909. 


April. 

May. 

June.  '  July. 

^  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Case.s 

•»-» 

a; 

p 

Cases. 

t/>  1 

Q  ,U 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

^  i  . 

-n  (/) 

"ti  ,  0^ 

^  1  ^ 

^  ^ 
Q  :U 

Deaths. 

Cases.  1 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths.  | 

Cases. 

Deaths.  | 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Feb.  Mai.  Int. 

32 

2 

29 

33 

.  1 29 

1  1 

i  54'  . 

45 

41 

52 

.  II2 

57 

I 

29 

I 

23 

536  4 

,.  Remit. 

8 

8 

3 

12 

•  14 

I 

i  ^ 

18 

2 

II 

16 

3  25 

2 

14 

I 

II 

I 

7 

I 

155  16 

1 

,  f 

40 

4  ‘ 

37| 

3 

45 

■  43, 

I 

I  68,  I  1 

1  1 

63 

2 

52 

68 

3  ,137 

2 

71 

I 

40 

2 

30 

I 

649  21 

Financial  Return  of  the  Public  Hospital  for  the  five  years  ended  31st  March,  1905,  1906, 

1907,  1908,  1909. 


Year. 


1904- 5 

1905- 6 

1906- 7 

1907- 8 

1908- 9 


u 

rQ 


<V  • 


204 

206 

229 

194 

188 


T3 

0) 

SUs 


o 


QJ 

8 


p 

-4^ 


05  r 

05  : 


fcJC 


0,^ 


05 


c3 

O. 

O  d) 

-4^ 
f-l  4-3 

-s  s 

g  cs 
S=i 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  .s.  d. 

7,926  12  2j  384  0  8  7,542  11  6 


7,888  2  6  ;  427  5  7 

9,192  8  9  I  412  4  8 

8,850  15  8  1  456  8  11 

8,203  10  7  i  394  3  11 


7,460  16  11 
8,780  4  1 
8,393  16  9 
7,809  6  8 


3,601 

3,762 

4,349 

3,.544 

3,529 


Average  annual  cost  per 
bed  calculated  on  the 
gross  expenditure. 

Average  daily  cost  per 
bed  calculated  on  the 
gross  expenditure. 

Average  annual  eost  per 

bed  calculated  on  the 

net  expenditure. 

1 

Average  daily  cost  per 
bed  calculated  on  the 
nett  expenditure. 

Cost  of  maintenance 

alone  per  bed  per  diem. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

s.  d. 

38  17  11- 

0  2  li 

36  19  5i 

0  2  Oi 

0  8i 

38  5  10 

0  2  1 

36  5  41 

0  1  Ilf 

0  8f 

40  2  10 

0  2  2i 

38  6  9| 

0  2  1 

0  8 

45  12  5 

0  2  6 

43  5  4 

0  2  4i 

0  lOf 

43  12  8 

0  2  4J 

41  10  9 

0  2 

0  lOJ 

VICTORIA  JURILEE  LYIKG-TN  HOSPITAL. 


Report  for  the  year  ended  SJst  March,  1909. 


March  31st,  1909. 


Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Lying-in  Hospital  for  the  year  ended 
March  31st,  1909. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  was  596,  against  434  of  the  previous  year.  On- 
account  of  this  marked  increase  the  available  beds  were  almost  constantl}^  occupied  throughout  the  year  ; 
a  considerable  number  of  applicants  had  to  be  refused  admission.  400  of  the  patients  were  black,  188 
coloured,  three  Coolies  and  five  white.  They  stated  their  ages  as  follows: — 115  under  20;  405  between 
20  and  29;  71,  30  and  39;  5,  40  and  49.  170  were  married.  508  resided  in  Kingston;  83  in  St.  Andrew;. 

5  in  more  remote  parishes.  There  were  ten  deaths  during  the  year.  Five  from  puerperal  convulsions  and 
one  each  from  Bright’s  Disease,  haemorrhage,  dysentery.  Septicaemia  and  peritonitis.  Most  of  these 
cases  were  brought  in  in  a  hopeless  condition. 

The  number  of  infants  born  was  568;  300  males  and  268  females.  There  were  seven  cases  of  twins- 
and  one  double  monster.  49  infants  were  still-born. 

Seven  pupils  were  admitted  for  training  and  six  completed  their  course. 

The  following  useful  gifts  were  received  — infant  clothing  from  Lady  Clark  and  the  Misses  Olivier. 
Two  lai’ge  glass  irrigators  from  Mrs.  Blackden.  Ice  cream  bucket  and  tumblers  from  Mrs.  Lumb. 
A  set  of  urine  testing  apparatus  in  a  handsome  polished  mahogany  case  liy  some  of  the  ex-pupils.  Lady 
Olivier  gave  the  nurses  a  treat  at  the  Rockfort  Gardens  which  was  much  appreciated. 

I  have,  etc., 


Hon.  Superintending  Medical  Officer. 


(Sgd.)  M.  Grabham. 

Visiting  Medical  Officer,  Victoria  Jubilee  HospitaL 


Synopsis  op  Cases. 


Presentations : — 

Vertex  531 

Unreduced  occipito-posterior  3 

Face  3 

Transverse  2 

Breech  14 

Footling  and  cord  1 

Diseases  and  Complications  affecting  the  ynother  — 
Abscess  of  breast  2 

Abortions  1 1 

Adherent  Placenta  3 

Albuminuria  5 

Atresia  of  Os  1 

Bronchitis  1 

Convulsions,  peurperal  13 

Cystitis  1 

Dysentery  5 

Eczema  5 

Fever  undefined  3 

Hypertrophy  of  Cervix  1 

Lymphaiienitis  1 

Mastitis  0 

Pelvic  deformity  4 

Phthisis  2 

Peritonitis  1 


Placental  cyst  1 

Placenta  prtEvia  1 

Post  partum  ha?morrhage  11 

Rheumatism  4 

Septicaemia  1 

Threatened  abortion-  2 

V  aginitis  7 

Vomiting  Excessive  2 

Vaginal  warts  1 

Disease  and  deformities  affecting  the  mfant, 
feetai  meynbranesj  &c.: — 

Ascites  5 

Convulsions  3 

Diarrhoea  2 

Hsemorrhagic  diathesis  4 

Hydramnion  1 

Prolapse  of  cord  1 

Extra  fingers  6 

Operation:. : — 

Version  is 

Application  of  forcep,s  16 

Curetting  s 

For  ruptured  periineum';  32 

Craniotomy  2 
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Numerical  Summary  of  results  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution. 


Year. 

No.  of  Patients. 

Race. 

Infants. 

Deaths. 

1 

No.  of  Nurses 

trained. 

Blaek. 

Coloured. 

- - 1 

Coolie. 

'  • 

White. 

j  Male. 

1 

Female. 

Twins. 

j  Still-born. 

1892-93 

89 

67 

22 

20 

34 

14 

4 

4 

1893-94 

219 

171 

44 

3 

1 

74 

85 

1 

35 

9 

11 

1894-95 

239 

185 

48 

2 

4 

76 

96 

6 

27 

3 

6 

1895-96 

217 

187 

26 

1 

3 

89 

86 

3 

40 

1 

5 

1896-97 

378 

281 

92 

4 

1 

173 

189 

6 

39 

7 

8 

1897-98 

444 

319 

120 

3 

2 

229 

210 

12 

37 

10 

6 

1898-99 

500 

345 

146 

4 

5 

249 

253 

13 

60 

7 

10 

1899-1900 

581 

382 

196 

2 

1 

277 

283 

11 

66 

9 

9 

1900-1901 

483 

339 

135 

5 

4 

241 

227 

6 

38 

9 

9 

1901-1902 

785 

539 

235 

7 

4 

379 

374 

10 

58 

7 

8 

1902-1903 

651 

429 

219 

2 

1 

332 

325 

19 

51 

11 

12 

1903-1904 

813 

596 

205 

3 

9 

394 

405 

21 

78 

11 

9 

1904-1905 

655 

475 

174 

2 

4 

339 

307 

20 

62 

8 

11 

1905-1906 

j  415 

248 

156 

4 

7 

,  198 

214 

i  8 

36 

1  10 

9 

1906-1907 

1  441 

352 

79 

3 

7 

i  221 

215 

I  15 

29 

1  11 

6 

1907-1908 

i  434 

270 

161 

3 

— 

i  243 

155 

:  14 

40 

!  7 

8 

1908-1909 

1  596 

i  400 

1 

188 

i  3 

5 

300 

268 

49 

10 

6 

Financial  Return  of  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Lying-in-Hospital  for  the  five  years  ended  31st  March,  1905, 
 1906,  1907,  1908,  1909. 
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£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

.£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

1904-5 

20 

1,303 

15 

5 

269 

9 

6 

1,034 

5 

11 

655 

65 

3 

9 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

7 

51 

14 

3.4 

0 

2  10 

1905-6 

13 

1,189 

6 

4 

249 

8 

3 

939 

18 

1 

415 

91 

9 

84 

0 

1 

7i 

0 

5 

0 

72 

6 

0 

0 

3  Hi 

1906-7 

14 

1,075 

3 

3 

278 

5 

0 

796 

18 

3 

441 

76 

15  Hi 

0 

1 

3i 

0 

4 

2i 

56 

18 

5i 

0 

3  li 

1907-8 

13 

1,199 

3 

3 

264 

4 

9 

934 

18 

6 

434 

92 

4 

lOi 

0 

1 

8 

0 

5 

04 

71 

18 

4 

0 

3  Hi 

1908-9 

17 

1,263 

13 

4 

301 

10' 

0 

962 

3 

4 

596 

74 

6 

8 

" 

1 

6 

0 

4 

Oi 

56 

11 

114 

0 

3  H 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM 


Report  for  the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Jamaica  Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1!)09. 

2.  There  were  in  the  As}dum  on  the  last  daj^  of  the  preceding  year  1,032  inmates,  of  whom  51!) 
were  men  and  513  women. 

3.  During  the  year  237  patients  were  admitted  ;  114  men  and  123  women,  the  total  number 

under  treatment  being,  therefore,  1,269,  of  whom  633  were  men  and  636  were  women. 

4.  The  maximum  number  resident  at  any  one  time  was  1,069,  the  mimimum  1,030,  and  the 
average  number  for  the  year  was  1,050,  or  17  in  excess  of  last  year. 

5.  Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  admissions  were  fewer  by  42,  and  the  number  under 
treatment  fewer  by  16.  There  remained  in  the  Asylum  on  the  31st  March,  1,055  patients,  496  men 
and  559  women,  or  an  increase  of  23  since  the  last  day  of  last  year. 

6.  As  pointed  out  in  former  reports  a  large  proportion  of  the  admissions  were  half-starved  physi¬ 
cal  wrecks,  15  of  them  dying  under  one  month’s  residence. 

7.  There  were  85  discharged  recovered,  six  discharged  relieved,  three  un-improved. 

8.  The  number  of  deaths  were  120,  or  11.4%  calculated  on  the  average  number  under  treatment, 
an  improvement  on  last  year  when  the  per  centage  was  12.2. 

9.  The  number  of  deaths  on  the  male  division  just  doubled  the  number  on  the  female  division, 
which  was  doubtless  due  to  the  overcrowding  here  subsequent  to  the  earthquake.  I  am  glad  to  say  the 
buildings  are  being  rapidly  restored  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  this  financial  year  most  of 
them  will  be  completed,  congestion  relieved  and  normal  conditions  prevail. 

10.  In  continuation  of  my  note  in  last  year’s  report  on  pellagra,  a  nervous  disorder,  due  it  is  believed, 
to  the  consumption  of  damaged  maize,  the  attempt-  made  to  eradicate  the  disease  by  the  substitution  of 
bread,  sugar  and  fruit  for  coimmeal  has  proved  but  a  partial  success.  There  was  an  undoubted  dimin¬ 
ution  of  the  number  of  cases  in  our  wards,  but  as  several  new  cases  occurred  long  after  the  withdrawal 
of  the  cornmeal  I  am  not  satisfied  the  condition  is  entirely  due  to  the  consumption  of  damaged  maize 
and  propose  restoring,  though  to  a  limited  extent,  the  cornmeal  rations. 

Miss  Parnther,  the  matron,  having  for  three  years  performed  her  duties  satisfactorily,  resigned, 
and  Miss  Douglas  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

11.  The  Board  of  Visitors  lost  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Adam,  M.A.,  who  left  the  island  early 
in  the  year.  He  was  an  useful  member  of  the  Board  and  took  active  interest  in  the  welfai'e  of  the  inmates. 

12.  The  Rev.  Arthur  James,  B.A.,  granted  four  mouths  leave  of  absence,  retuimed  and  resumed  the 
duties  of  visitor. 

13.  The  Hon.  Cl.  P.  Myers,  the  Mayor  of  Kingston,  was  appointed  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
for  such  time  as  he  remained  Mayor  of  Kingston,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Adams,  resigned. 

14.  The  keen  and  healthy  interest  in  sports  of  all  kind  evinced  by  the  officers,  attendants  and  inmates 
was  this  year  crowned  by  the  capture  of  the  Junior  Cricket  Cup.  The  Cup  was  kindly  presented  to  the 
winning  team  by  the  Hon.  L.  J.  Bertram,  C.M.Cl. 

15.  The  usual  amusements  and  rccreat'ons  were  attended  to,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  many  friends 
for  assistance;  also  for  gifts  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  for  the  wards. 

16.  The  sum  voted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Asylum  was  £18,041  5s.  Id.,  whilst  the  sum  ex¬ 

pended  was  £17,786  Ss.  lid.,  the  average  rate  being  lid.  per  head. per  day. 

17.  The  Medical  Superintendent  was  granted  six  months  leave  of  absence  and  his  duties  performed 
by  Dr.  Shackleton,  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  whilst  Drs.  Totesau  and  Powell  performed  the 
duties  of  Junior  Medical  Office-r. 

I  am,  sir. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


D.  J.  Williams, 
Medical  Superintendent. 
June  5  th,  1909, 


The  Hon.  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 
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TABLE  I. — Shewing  the  actual  adniiasions, 


re-achnisaions,  tlischarges  and  deaths  tluring  the  year  ende  1 
31st  March,  1909. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

i 

Tota'. 

1 

Males. 

1 

Females. 

1 

t 

I 

i 

Total. 

In  Asylum  1st  April,  190S 

* 

i 

1 

j 

519 

i 

1,032 

Cases  ailmitted — 

j 

' 

1 

Eii-st  admissions 

92 

103 

195 

1 

Xot  timt  admissions 

1 

1 

20 

1  42 

Total  eases  admitted  iluring  the  year 

1 

1 

114 

123 

237 

Total  eases  under  care  during  the  year 

'  1 

» - 

633 

636 

1,269 

t^'ases  discharged — 

Recovei'ed 

51 

34 

85 

Relieved 

4 

9. 

6 

Xot  improved 

1 

2 

3 

Died 

81 

39 

120 

Total  discharged  and.  died  during  the  year  . . 

137 

214 

Remaining  in  Asylum  31st  March,  1909 

496 

559 

1,055 

Average  number  ix'sideuts  during  the  vear 

515 

535 

1  050 

1  ersons  under  cai-e  during  the  year  (i.e.  separate  persons 

in  contra 

ilistmction  to  cases  which  mav  include  the  same  individual  more 

than  once) 

Peisons  admitted  do. 

do. 

626 

111 

633 

I'^l 

1,259 

•>39 

Pei-sons  i-ecobei-ed  do. 

do. 

51 

34 

85 

TABLE  1a.— Shewing  the  number  of  previous  attacks  among  those  admitted  during  the  year  190S-1909 
distmguishing  those  attacks  that  have  been  treated  to  recoverv  and  discharged. 


Xumber  of  previous  attacks. 

Having  had 

previous  attacks. 

All  attacks. 

Attacks  followed  by 

discharge  or  recover3^ 

Males. 

Females.  Total. 

Males. 

1 

Females. 

Total. 

Have  had  1  previous  attack 

20 

20  '  40 

10 

0 

15 

Have  had  2  “  attacks 

3 

4  ,  7 

2 

1 

3 

Have  had  3  ^ 

•  • 

2  4 

1 

1 

Have  had  4  “  “ 

2 

'  2 

Have  had  more  than  5  attacks 

5 

2  7 

- - - 

1 

1 

32 

28  60 

13 

7 

20 

3 


TABLE  IT. — Showinf!;  tho  admissions,  re-admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  past  twelve  j-ear 

ended  31st  March,  1909. 


Males.  Females. 

1 

1 

Total.  Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  on  31st  March,  1897 

345 

377 

722 

Admitted  during  the  last  twelve  years 

1,098 

1 ,043 

2.141 

Be-admi.ssions 

250 

204 

454 

•  • 

Total  number  of  admissions 

I 

1,348 

1,247 

2,595 

Total  number  under  care 

. .  ,  1,693 

1,624 

3,317 

Discharged  cases — 

Recovered 

609 

530 

1,139 

,  , 

Relieved 

28 

16 

44 

Not  improved 

20 

8 

28  ,  .  . 

,  . 

Died 

540 

511 

1,051 

^  l 

i 

*  * 

Total  discharged  and  died 

1,197 

i 

1,065 

2,262 

Remaining  31st  March  1909 

496 

■  i 

j 

559 

1,055 

Average  yearly  number  resident 

465 

461 

926 

TABLE  Ill.-Shewing  the  Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths,  with  the  mean  Annual  Mortality,  and  the  proportion  of  recoveries  per  cent,  of  the  Admissions  for  each  of  the  last  twelv'e  years. 
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TABLE  V. — Shewing  the  causes' of  death  during  the  year  1908-1909,  with  the  ages  at  death. 
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Table  VI. — shewing  the  length  of  residence,  in  those  discharged  recovered,  and  in  those  who  have 

died  during  the  year  1908-1909. 


Length  of  Residence. 

Reco 

vered. 

Died. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1  month 

5 

7 

6 

13 

From  1  to  3  months 

5 

3 

8 

8 

6 

14 

From  3  to  6  " 

14 

18 

32 

6 

7 

13 

From  6  to  9  “ 

11 

4 

15 

7 

1 

8 

From  9  to  12  “ 

8 

4 

12 

3 

2 

5 

From  1  to  2  years 

9 

5 

14 

8 

2 

10 

From  2  to  3  “ 

2 

2 

6 

2 

8 

From  3  to  5  “ 

1 

1 

7 

3 

10 

From  5  to  7  “ 

8 

1 

9 

From  7  to  10  “ 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

From  10  to  12  “ 

6 

1 

7 

From  12  to  15  “ 

3 

1 

4 

From  15  to  20  “ 

9 

2 

11 

From  20  to  25  “ 

From  25  to  30  “ 

1 

1 

From  30  to  35  “ 

From  35  to  40  “ 

1 

1 

Upwards  of  40  “ 

51 

34 

85 

81 

39 

120 

TABLE  VII. — Shewing  the  duration  of  the  disorder  on  admission  in  the  admissions,  discharges  and 

deaths  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1909. 


Discharges. 

Glass. 

R( 

3cove 

ed. 

r- 

Removed. 
Relieved  or 
otherwise. 

 1 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

First  Class. — First  attack,  and  within  three 

months  on  admission 

54 

70 

124 

30 

19 

49 

2 

2 

29 

23 

52 

Second  Class. — First  attack,  above  3  and 

within  12  months  on  admission 

12 

12 

24 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

5 

3 

8 

Third  Class. — Not  first  attack,  and  within 

12  months  on  admission 

33 

20 

59 

16 

11 

27 

2 

1 

3 

17 

2 

19 

Fourth  Class. — First  attack  or  not,  but  of 

more  than  12  months  on  admission 

11 

11 

22 

2 

1 

1 

19 

7 

20 

Fifth  CZoss.— Congenital 

3 

3 

7 

2 

9 

Unknown 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

0 

Total 

114 

123 

237 

51 

34 

85 

5 

4 

9 

81 

39 

120 

8 


TABLE  VIII. — Shewing  in  quinquennial  periods  the  ages  of  those  Admitted,  Recovered  and  Died  during 

the  year  11)08-9  and  those  remaining  on  31st  March,  1909. 


' 

Patients. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 

resident  31st 

/\ges. 

Mai 

■ch,  19 

09. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

.M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

_ 

F. 

T. 

From 

a 

o  to  10  years 

10  to  15 

2 

3 

5 

. 

1 

i 

2 

3 

5 

a 

15  to  20 

i  i 

13 

10 

23 

3 

4 

7 

4 

2 

6 

16 

11 

27 

u 

20  to  25 

i  ( 

19 

21 

40 

12 

4 

16 

10 

4 

14 

39 

41 

SO 

i( 

25  to  30 

(( 

27 

28 

55 

11 

9 

20 

11 

7 

IS 

60 

00 

115 

a 

30  to  35 

1  i 

17 

7 

24 

8 

1 

9 

9 

3 

12 

70 

96 

166 

u 

35  to  40 

a 

12 

18 

30 

4 

3 

7 

9 

3 

12 

73 

85 

158 

u 

40  to  45 

a 

5 

6 

11 

3 

6 

9 

13 

3 

16 

67 

53 

120 

u 

45  to  50 

u 

5 

10 

15 

2 

2 

4 

7 

4 

11 

53 

53 

106 

a 

50  to  55 

u 

5 

-1 

9 

3 

2 

5 

6 

2 

8 

42 

57 

99 

a 

55  to  GO 

a 

4 

6 

10 

2 

2 

7 

1 

S 

29 

47 

86 

a 

GO  to  Go 

a 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

11 

22 

33 

a 

Go  to  70 

u 

1 

1 

2 

•  ' 

11 

20 

31 

u 

70  to  75 

{( 

1 

1 

2 

2 

11 

6 

17 

a 

75  to  80 

u 

1 

1 

1 

4 

0 

“ 

80  to  So 

a 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

u 

85  to  90 

u 

1 

1 

a 

90  to  95 

(( 

,  , 

1 

1 

Unknown 

3 

8 

11 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

6 

•• 

Totals. 

114 

123 

237 

51 

1 

1  CO 

So. 

81 

39 

120 

496 

559 

1.055 

i\Iean  Ago 

32.3  6 

32.81 

32.58 

33.6 

31.44 

32.52 

. 

38.13 

L 

39.6 

38.86 

39.66  41.34 

40.5 

Table  IX. — shewing  the.  condition  as  to  Marriage  in  the  iVdniissions,  Recoveries  and  Deaths  during 


the  year. 


Condition  in  reference  to  Marriage. 

Admissions. 

1 

The  Recoveries. 

Deaths 

M. 

F.  T. 

iM. 

F.  T. 

M,  F. 

T. 

Single 

79 

74 

153 

32 

17  .  49 

49  ^  22 

71 

Married 

28 

39 

67 

18 

13  :  31 

22  13 

35 

Widow'ed 

4 

8 

12 

1 

2  3 

5  4 

9 

Unknown 

3 

2 

5 

2  2 

' 

5 

5 

Total 

114 

123 

237 

51 

31  85 

81  39 

1 

120 

9 


TABLE  X. — Shewing  the  probable  causes  of  Insanity  in  the  Patients  admitted  during  the  yeat  ended 

31st  March,  1909. 


i 

* 

Number  of  instances  in  which  each  cause  was 

1 

1 

assigned. 

Number  of  cases. 

Admissions — Males  114,  Females  123,  Total  237. 

Causes  of  Insanity. 

As  pre- 

As  pre 

- 

As 

disposing  or 

exciting 

disposing 

exciting 

where  these 

Total. 

could  not  be 

cause. 

cause. 

distinguished. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Moral — 

Domestic  trouble  (including  loss  of  rela- 

tives  and  friends) 

8 

8 

.  , 

8 

8 

Adverse  circumstances  (including  business 
anxieties  and  pecuniary  difficulties) 

Mental  anxiety  and  worry  (not  included 

1 

1 

1 

1 

under  above  two  heads)  and  overwork  .  . 
■Religious  excitement 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Love  affairs  (including  seduction) 

Fright  and  nervous  shock 

Grief 

Earthquake  shock 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Physical — 

Intemperance  in  drink 

Sexual  Intemperance 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Venereal  disease 

Self-abuse  (sexual) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Over-exertion 

Sunstroke 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

Accident  or  injury 

6 

6 

2 

2 

8 

.  . 

8 

Puberty 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fevers 

Privation  and  starvation 

3 

3 

i 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

Senility 

Other  bodily  disease 

4 

(i 

10 

4 

6 

10 

Prevoius  attacks 

38 

28 

66 

38 

28 

66 

Hereditary  influence 

31 

35 

66 

31 

35 

66 

Congenital  defect  ascertained 

Adolescence 

-3 

3 

25 

25 

3 

25 

3 

25 

Epilepsy 

4 

5 

9 

4 

5 

9 

Puerperal  Fever 

Tubercular  disease 

9 

9 

2 

9 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Pregnancy 

Not  known 

•  • 

34 

41 

75 

34 

4i 

75 

Other  ascertained  causes 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  * 

1 

1 

*  With  reference  to  the  distinction  between  “  predisposing”  and  “  exciting”  causes,  it  must  be  understood  that  no  single 
cause  is  enumerated  as  both  predisposing  and  exciting  in  the  case  of  any  individual  patient. 


i'  The  figures  in  the  total  column  represent  the  entire  number  of  instances  in  which  the  several  causes  (either  alone 
or  in  combination  with  others)  were  stated  to  have  produced  the  mental  disorder.  The  excess  of  the  aggiegate  of  such 
causes  over  the  number  of  patients  admitted  is  owing  to  the  combination  of  causes. 
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Table  XI. — shewing  the  form  of  mental  disorder  in  the  Admissions,  Recoveries,  and  Deaths  during 
the  year  and  the  form  of  mental  disorder  of  the  inmates  on  31st  March,  1909. 


Form  of  mental  Disorder. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 
in  Asylum. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F 

* 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Congenital  or  Infantile  Mental  deficiency 

(a)  with  Epilepsy 

1 

1 

4 

8 

1 

9 

35 

35 

(b)  without  Epilepsy 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

25 

3 

28 

Epilepsy — Acquired 

1 

5 

6 

5 

4 

9 

5 

44 

49 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Mania — 

“  Acute 

73 

71 

144 

48 

19 

67 

38 

20 

58 

74 

99 

173 

“  Chronic 

21 

6 

27 

19 

4 

23 

223 

209 

432 

“  Recurrent 

5 

28 

33 

3 

12 

15 

2 

3 

5 

13 

88 

101 

“  a  Potu 

“  Puerperal 

6 

6 

2 

2 

3 

3 

7 

7 

“  Senile 

4 

7 

11 

4 

2 

6 

li 

7 

18 

Melancholia — 

“  Acute 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

“  Chronic 

“  Recurrent 

“  Puerperal 

“  Senile 

Dementia — 

“  Primary 

.  . 

10 

10 

“  Secondary 

3 

3 

106 

9 

196 

“  Senile 

. . 

Organic  {i.e.  from 

tumours,  coarse  brain 

lesions,  etc.) 

1 

-  • 

1 

2 

2 

114| 

1 

123 

237 

. 

51 

34 

85 

81 

39 

120 

496 

559 

1055 

TABLE  XIL— Shewing  the  previous  occupations  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  1908-1909 


Males. 


Occupation. 


No. 


Occupation. 


No.. 


School-boy  1 

Bakers  2 

Carpenters  2 

Missionary  1 

Saddler  1 

Cultivators  5 

Constable  1 

Draymen  2 

Cabinetmaker  1 

Fishermen  5 

Sailor  1 

Labourers  58 

Masons  2 

Cook  1 

Motorman  1 

Headman  1 


Planters  4 

Peddlers  5 

Shopkeepers  3 

Schoolmasters  2 

Dispenser  l 

Shoemakers  4 

Goldsmith  1 

Stewards  2 

Tailor  i 

Overseer  i 

Contractor  1 

Vagrant  i 

Unknown  3 


Total  114 


11 


Feinales. 


Occupation. 

No. 

Occupation. 

No. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Baker 

1 

Barmaids 

2 

Butleress 

1 

Gakemaker 

1 

Domestic  Servants 

12 

Nurse 

1 

Dressmakers 

14 

Miliner 

1 

Gentlewomen 

3 

Washerwomen 

4 

Schoolmistresses 

L3 

Vagrant 

1 

Higglers 

2 

Unknown 

5 

Housekeeper 

1 

• 

Labourers 

Shopkeeper 

70 

1 

Total 

123 

TABLE  XIII. — Shewing  the  physical  condition  of  patients  admitted  in  1908-1909. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

In  good  bodily  health  and  condition 

45 

24 

69 

In  fair  bodily  health  and  condition 

41 

71 

112 

In  poor,  feeble,  very  feeble,  bad  and  exhausted  condition 

28 

28 

56 

Total 

114 

123 

237 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS. 

TABLE  XIV. — Cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year  1908-1909. 


Salaries 

Wages 

Religious  Services 

Provisions 

Necessaries 

Clothing,  Furniture  and  Bedding 

Wine,  Spirits  and  Beer 

Surgery  and  Dispensaiy 

Funeral  Expenses 

Tenants  Repairs 

Farm  and  Grounds 

Miscellaneous 

Removal  of  Lunatics 

Scavengeiy 

Lighting 

Telephones 


Less  Re-imbursements — 

Contributing  Patients,  &c. 
Parochia  Poor  Rates 


. .  £633  5  lOi 

£15,828  13  8i 


£  s.  d. 
2,319  1  9 
3.825  10  3 
57  4  6 
8,874  4  2 
426  3  4 
1,212  8  5 

23  1  3 
264  14  6 

72  8  0 
173 ., 3  5 
27  4  4 
159  18  6 
22  11  0 
1  11  8 
303  0  10 

24  3  0 


£17,786  8  11 


£16,461  19  7 


Net  cost  to  General  Revenue 


£1,324  9  4 


TABLE  No.  XV. — Parochial  Maintenance  Account,  Law  30  of  1873. 


No.  of  Patients 
1907-08. 

Amount  for 

1907-08. 

, 

No.  of  Patients 
1908-09. 

Amount  for 

1908-09. 

Males. 

Fe¬ 

males. 

Total. 

Males. 

Fe¬ 

males. 

Total. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

•- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Kingston 

90 

117 

207 

2,750 

14 

71 

4 

83 

108 

191 

2,754 

8 

Oi 

St.  Andrew 

34 

46 

80 

[1,031 

1 

1 

35 

48 

83 

1,088 

14 

4| 

St.  Thomas 

20 

29 

49 

643 

14 

li 

14 

29 

43 

642 

18 

9i 

Portland 

27 

20 

47 

621 

14 

2i 

29 

25 

54 

654 

0 

2 

St.  Mary 

36 

27 

63 

912 

13 

3| 

43 

29 

72 

1,013  0  Hi 

St.  Ann 

36 

38 

74 

1,021 

5 

Oi 

31 

36 

67 

994 

9 

3f 

Trelawny 

7 

25 

32 

464 

17 

81 

8 

23 

31 

468 

5 

St.  James 

27 

30 

57 

837 

9 

lOf 

27 

26 

53 

774 

7 

lOi 

Hanover 

18 

16 

34' 

473 

17 

lOi 

18 

18 

36 

518 

6 

H 

Westmoreland 

35 

38 

73 

1,041 

0 

3 

37 

41 

78 

1,025 

3 

Hi 

St.  Elizabeth 

45 

39 

84 

989 

1 

•  39 

38 

77 

1,043 

12 

7i 

Manchester 

49 

32 

81 

929 

18 

43 

30 

73 

896 

5 

Clarendon 

63 

53 

116 

1,495 

19 

9| 

62 

54 

116 

1,652 

11 

Hi 

St.  Catherine 

89 

70 

159 

2,074 

15 

1 

94 

79 

173 

2,285 

14 

6i 

Port  Royal 

1 

1 

16 

7 

lOi 

1 

1 

16 

14 

4| 

577 

580  : 

1,157 

15,304 

11 

564 

584 

1,148 

15,828 

13 

Si 

TABLE  XVI. — Statement  respecting  Minor  Funds  of  the  Jamaica  Lunatic  Asylum  to  31st  March, 

1909. 

I. — Servants’  Fine  Fund. 


Balance  to  31st  March,  1908 
Receipts  in  1908-1909 


£186  14  7f 
24  11  4 


£211 

5 

Hi 

Expenditure  during  1908-1909 

.  . 

7 

4 

6 

Amount  to  credit  31st  March,  1909 

. .  £204 

1 

5i 

2. — Patients’  Fund. 

Balance  on  31st  March,  1908 

. .  £887 

16 

5i 

Receipts  in  1908-1909 

.  . 

68 

13 

1 

£956 

9 

6i 

Expenditure  during  1908-1909 

*  * 

71 

3 

1 

Amount  to  credit  31st  March,  1909 

£885 

6 

5i 

3. — O’Laughlin’s  Fund 

Balance  on  31st  March,  1908 

£396 

0 

0 

Receipts  in  1908-1909 

13 

11 

0 

£409 

11 

0 

Expenditure  during  1908-1909 

13 

11 

0 

Amount  to  credit  31st  March,  1909 


£396  0  0 
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TAI*LE  No.  XVITL— A  Return  shewing  the  General  Financial  and  other  Operations  of  the  Lunatic 

Asylum  from  the  Year  1872-73  to  the  Year  1908-1909. 


Y  ear. 

Daily  Average 
Number. 

Salaries 
and  Religious 
Services. 

Wages. 

Provisions. 

Necessaries. 

Clothing, 
Furniture  and 
Bedding. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

1872-73 

260.44 

1,368 

16 

2 

688 

10 

8 

2,400 

6 

74 

114 

19 

296  16  7 

1873-74 

289.86 

1,441 

2 

9 

791 

1 

6f 

2,798 

17 

3| 

136 

11 

10| 

346  16  6i 

1874-75 

324.43 

1,412 

2 

10 

879 

16 

7i 

3,037 

14 

H 

139 

6 

0 

487  0  10 

1875-76 

324  21 

1,663 

13 

10 

923 

4  10* 

2,910 

11 

7| 

116 

13 

8| 

387  12  3 

1876-77 

342.62 

1 ,660 

4 

11 

868 

8 

2 

2,832 

2.959 

18 

11 

134 

16 

111 

347  12  111 

1877-78 

361.67 

1,705 

3 

10 

861 

7 

Oi 

18 

10 

161 

10 

6 

379  8  6i 

1878-79 

364.06 

1,863 

1,782 

6 

4 

865 

8 

lOh 

3,167 

9 

114 

224 

0 

10 

333  12  2 

1879-80 

381 . 26 

18 

2 

888 

11 

2 

3,161 

17 

4 

176 

4 

2 

328  10  9l 

1880-81 

368 . 48 

1,771 

16 

6 

884 

1 

3 

3,272 

2,963 

19 

34 

218 

3 

2 

289  10  3 

1881-82 

368.67 

1,784 

8 

0 

861 

12 

11 

9 

9 

231 

6 

4 

303  14  5 

1882-83 

364  06 

1,829 

3 

8 

922 

2 

6 

3,162 

13 

85 

220  19 

7 

322  0  6i 

1883-84 

396  05 

1,708 

12 

10 

932 

16 

3,203 

7 

0 

174 

4 

7 

372  11  91 

1884-85 

399.98 

1,792 

10 

10 

936 

2 

3,079 

11 

8 

166 

7 

0 

387  4  4 

1885-86 

382.09 

1,843 

11 

0 

923 

0 

0 

3,160 

1  104 

176 

4 

4 

346  9  6 

1886-^7 

407.68 

1,566 

16 

7 

933 

13 

2 

3,416 

13 

6 

216 

19 

8 

421  12  3 

1887-88 

398.00 

1,533 

14 

7 

994 

18 

7 

3,741 

6 

14 

270  19 

10 

408  6  3 

1888-89 

438.24 

1,783 

9 

9 

1,161 

7 

10 

4j280 

19 

5 

368 

0 

0 

438  3  2 

1889-90  (6  mos.) 

466.17 

943 

10 

10 

679 

11 

11 

2,361 

14 

0 

190 

8 

7 

209  9  6 

1890-91 

496.16 

1,918 

8 

6 

1,268 

16 

0 

6,102 

14 

2 

403 

6 

6 

433  4  111 

1891-92 

543.93 

1,934 

9 

8 

1,462 

14 

6^ 

6,035 

16 

4 

424 

12 

8i 

686  7  9 

189^-93 

568.67 

1  969 

0 

0 

1,461 

6 

n 

o 

6,421 

17 

7i 

514 

18 

2 

691  17  81 

1893-94 

671.98 

2,239 

1 

4 

1 ,509 

19 

6,299 

17 

44 

494 

0 

1 

599  6  111 

1894-95 

692  72 

2,394 

17 

3 

2,259 

5 

2 

4,665 

11  104 

629 

13 

7 

667  8  lOi 

1895-96 

636.78 

2,367 

1 

0 

2,328 

16 

7 

4.772 

11 

104 

499 

1 

6 

626  2  5 

1 896-97 

694 . 15 

2,619 

17 

9 

2,410 

18 

3 

6,336 

10 

2 

.545 

9 

2f 

803  18  81 

18ii7-9S 

769.70 

2,664 

1 

11 

2,838 

16 

10 

5,470 

9 

11 

615 

17 

993  2  4i 

189.S-9'.) 

774.96 

2,686 

1 

2 

3,1 75 

7 

6 

6,342 

10 

9f 

629 

7 

Of 

924  14  4i 

1899-1900 

789. i'3 

2,441 

4 

10 

3,20  i 

3 

6 

6,367 

9 

11 

181 

0 

11 

977  9  34 

1;  00-1901 

844  32 

2,664 

0 

11 

3,198 

9 

11 

6,807 

12 

54 

781 

1 

Oi 

992  2  61 

1901-1902 

862.68 

2,438 

8 

6 

3,266 

7 

4 

6,007 

9 

74 

799 

8 

4^ 

1,197  6  li 

1902-19(« 

916.42 

2,486 

19 

2 

3,367 

2 

11 

6,113 

5 

104 

799 

6 

2 

1,099  16  If 

1903-1904 

972.20 

2,391 

1 

10 

3,419 

12 

9 

6,880 

6 

2f 

884 

2 

7 

1,408  11  11 

1 904-1 9U5 

1022.26 

2,142 

4 

10 

3,470 

1 

11 

7,618 

9 

3 

882 

7 

4 

1,069  3  9 

1905-1906 

1  48.56 

2,114 

14 

6 

3,543 

16 

6 

8,342 

0 

84 

979 

19 

101 

7!'7  11  10 

19  6-1 ' 07 

]'  48.74 

2,230 

17 

7 

3,672 

11 

Ic 

7,6  5 

11 

0 

994 

16 

4| 

1,023  19  0 

1997-1908 

1033.61 

2.302 

16 

7 

3,784 

i  5 

8 

8,084 

9 

1 

305 

12 

9 

1  526  9  7 

1908-1909 

1 0.50 . 02 

2.376 

6 

3 

3,826 

10 

3 

8,874 

4 

'Z 

42'. 

3 

4 

1,212  8  6 

Year, 

Wine,  Spirits, 
and  Beer. 

Surgery  and 
Dispensary. 

Funeral  Ex¬ 
penses. 

Tenants’  Re¬ 
pairs. 

P'arni  and 
Garden. 

Miscellaneous 
&  Telephones. 

f  s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

B. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

1872-73 

66  15  lOi 

61 

13 

Of 

31 

1 

3 

83 

19  114 

233 

18 

Ilf 

80  0  8 

1873-74 

44  11 

5 

66 

6 

Of 

28 

18 

3 

108 

14 

7 

228 

3 

7i 

90  17  10 

1874-75 

90  0 

86 

19 

U 

32 

18 

6 

136 

16 

7 

266 

0 

6 

99  6  7 

1876-76 

74  6 

6 

124 

6 

11 

44 

7 

0 

136 

13 

9 

297 

14 

2^ 

99  10  61 

1876-77 

69  12 

6 

65 

10 

6i 

36 

19 

129 

13  114 

261 

18 

2 

68  3  4 

1877-78 

34  2 

9 

99 

9 

n 

41 

9 

n 

134 

16 

195 

3 

IJ 

192  16  64 

1878-79 

30  6 

9 

49 

4 

7 

38 

10 

1 

104 

4 

8 

161 

6 

4 

176  18  10 

1879-80 

34  11 

0 

76 

13 

2 

50 

1 

6 

122 

3 

04 

218 

14 

5i 

222  13  4 

1880-81 

67  10 

0 

65 

13 

110 

19 

6 

122 

18 

0 

211 

16 

61 

216  12  9 

1881-82 

48  18 

6 

49 

10 

7i 

71 

4 

11 

117 

0 

11 

146 

16 

1 

243  3  3 

1882-83 

30  7 

0 

32 

6 

H 

123 

12 

6 

116 

1 

8 

87 

1 

9J 

199  18  61 

1883-84 

61  4 

0 

68 

11 

8 

78 

3 

3 

129 

10 

94 

97 

8 

3i 

84  11  64 

1884-86 

46  18 

0 

25 

18 

4 

84 

10 

112 

3 

74 

122 

7 

10 

98  8  64 

1886-86 

66  16 

0 

30 

18 

11 

108 

3 

8 

125 

9 

3 

132 

0 

7 

112  6  74 

1886-87 

66  0 

0 

68 

10 

4 

52 

6 

10 

120 

12 

1 

122 

3 

lOj 

71  12  2 

1887-88 

66  13 

4 

67 

2 

61 

6 

n 

282 

0 

24 

161 

6 

11 

109  10  2 

1888-89 

68  14 

0 

104 

16 

7 

78 

6 

9 

161 

6 

8 

134 

8 

4 

206  19  9 

1889-90  (6  mos.) 

32  14 

6 

101 

7 

0 

41 

1 

6 

106 

1 

0 

88 

6 

11 

88  16  2 

1890-91 

40  12 

0 

168 

9 

10 

66 

16 

0  , 

176 

3 

34 

160 

3 

0 

190  11  74 

1891-92 

46  13 

6 

141 

18 

3 

78 

8 

3 

190 

6 

2 

171 

9 

4 

176  12  24 

1892-93 

4i  12 

6 

207 

7 

7 

71 

2 

8 

233 

0 

64 

177 

14 

11 

187  6  4 

1893-94 

37  6 

6 

184 

10 

4 

79 

7 

0 

191 

16 

04 

177 

14 

3 

194  12  84 

1894-95 

37  2 

8 

196 

3 

4 

68 

6 

11 

239 

19 

2f 

194 

10 

8 

234  16  14 

1 895-96 

39  7 

9 

197 

17 

10 

47 

11 

8 

238 

19 

3 

197 

18 

11 

236  4  94 

1896-97 

33  7 

6 

194 

1 

4 

50 

10 

n 

269 

7 

7 

219 

4 

9 

242  16  104 

1897-98 

51  0 

6 

238 

4 

2i 

64 

2 

11 

289 

1 

8 

262 

7 

366  2  34 

1898-99 

31  10 

n 

263 

16 

n 

68 

2 

4| 

164 

17 

3f 

153 

12 

in 

216  13  54 

1899-1900 

35  0 

3 

218 

16 

1 

72 

12 

64 

144 

19 

24 

137 

17 

9 

261  17  14 

1900-1901 

39  1 

6 

133 

0 

2 

46 

0 

9 

163 

16 

74 

149 

17 

7 

266  3  64 

1901-1902 

43  0 

6 

210 

16 

0 

61 

17 

4 

147 

17 

74 

146 

14 

8i 

264  2  4 

1902-1903 

44  13 

0 

220 

11 

10 

46 

2 

6 

171 

10 

If 

161 

0 

262  12  If 

1908-1904 

60  16 

0 

210 

18 

3 

79 

18 

4 

187 

6 

10 

163 

2 

266  16  Of 

1904-1905 

42  6 

6 

180 

14 

6 

73 

2 

2 

138 

5 

6 

88 

1 

2 

212  16  3 

1906-1906 

24  i8 

3 

271 

2 

6 

73 

5 

7 

180 

2 

5 

81 

17 

3 

217  14  14 

1906-1907 

6 

318 

1 

4 

64 

19 

0 

162 

14 

0 

33 

9 

Oi 

198  13  6 

1907-1908 

36  19 

6 

288 

18 

llj 

72 

19 

6 

134 

14 

0 

40 

0 

6i 

4 

302  2  11 

1908-1909 

23  1 

3 

264 

14 

6 

72 

8 

0 

173 

3 

6 

27 

4 

184  1  6 

15 


Tahlf,  No  XVI II,  contiinnul . 


Year. 

Removal  of 

Scaveu- 

Furniture 

Public 

Total  Cost. 

Amount  of 
Reimburse- 

i 

Net  Cost. 

Weekly 
Rate  per 
Head. 

Admitted 
during  the 
Year. 

Lunatics. 

gery. 

Depart¬ 

ments. 

ments-in- 

Aid. 

£ 

H. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

f 

s. 

<1. 

£ 

s. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Total. 

1872-73 

0 

4 

0 

6,4 '6 

1 

6f 

328 

8 

0 

5,087 

13 

6f 

0 

8 

n 

50 

44 

94 

1873-74 

23 

4 

0 

6,104 

4 

71 

700 

6 

0 

6,403 

18 

7f 

0 

7 

If 

59 

44 

103 

1874-76 

10 

19 

0 

6,682 

18 

0 

888 

1 

6 

6,844 

16 

6 

0 

6 

lOf 

46 

38 

84 

1876-76 

4 

0 

0 

6,671 

16 

H 

752 

1 

6 

6,919 

13 

74 

0 

6 

11  i 

58 

43 

101 

1876-77 

17 

12 

8 

6,473 

11 

H 

827 

5 

0 

6,646 

6 

5^ 

0 

6 

3f 

69 

43 

112 

1877-78 

19 

0 

3 

6,774 

6 

764 

18 

10 

6,009 

7 

6i 

0 

6 

4i 

64 

49 

103 

1878-79 

11 

0 

6 

7,004 

8 

11 

169 

12 

10 

6,844 

16 

1 

0 

7 

24 

53 

61 

104 

1879-80 

14 

2 

10 

7,007 

0  lOi 

168 

7 

8 

6,90« 

7,060 

13 

2| 

0 

6 

11 

56 

69 

115 

1880-81 

30 

9 

8 

7,261 

9 

2 

19l 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

7 

4 

66 

42 

107 

1881-82 

26 

9 

6 

6,846 

13 

n 

134 

16 

1 

6,711 

17 

U 

0 

7 

2 

42 

66 

98. 

1882-83 

25 

10 

4 

7,061 

16 

n 

189 

14 

5 

6,872 

2 

0 

7 

2f 

73 

68 

141 

1883-84 

24 

13 

0 

6,936 

It 

n 

208 

6 

2 

6,727 

8 

0 

6 

6| 

80 

59 

139 

1884-86 

19 

10 

0 

6,871 

12 

6 

262 

13 

2 

6,618 

19 

4 

0 

6 

4 

56 

64 

120 

1886-86 

28 

18 

1 

7,027 

7 

3 

376 

6 

9 

6,651 

0 

6 

0 

6 

8 

69 

70 

139 

1886-87 

30 

11 

0 

7,067 

10 

416 

16 

7 

6,661 

14 

9^ 

0 

6 

34 

79 

62 

141 

1887-88 

24 

2 

9 

7,700 

6 

6 

365 

4 

7 

7,346 

0 

11 

0 

7 

0 

78 

71 

149 

1888-89 

16 

4 

9 

8,781 

14 

0 

391 

0 

6 

8,390 

13 

6 

0 

7 

4 

92 

69 

161 

1889-90(6  mos.) 

10 

9 

0 

4,765 

14 

0 

161 

13 

6 

4,604 

0 

7 

0 

7 

7 

39 

43 

82 

1890-91 

22 

1 

0 

10,093 

10 

n 

301 

10 

0 

9,792 

0 

74 

0 

7 

7 

93 

79 

172 

1891-92 

25 

3 

6 

207 

5 

0 

11,678 

17 

2J 

471 

6 

10 

11,107 

10 

0 

7 

8| 

80 

106 

186 

1892-93 

19 

3 

6 

195 

12  8 

261 

0 

4 

11,463 

1 

3i 

632 

6 

0 

10,920 

16 

3f 

0 

7 

7 

78 

80 

158 

1893-94 

18 

7 

9 

192 

19 

0 

62 

0 

6 

11,280 

18 

1 

492 

16 

4 

10,788 

1 

9 

0 

7 

2 

76 

78 

153 

1894-96 

19 

6 

6 

193 

9  4J 

49 

6 

0 

11,648 

16 

6i 

384 

2 

8 

11,264 

12 

104 

0 

7 

34 

84 

85 

169 

1895-96 

27 

7 

6 

192 

0 

2 

47 

8 

11 

11,867 

3 

If 

418 

13 

6 

11,448 

9 

7f 

0 

6  104 

90 

84 

174 

1896-97 

27 

12 

0 

208 

4 

0 

50 

0 

0 

12,901 

18 

458 

15 

2 

12,443 

3 

24 

0 

6  104 

81 

106 

187 

1897-98 

19 

0 

3 

199 

11 

1 

99 

14 

2 

14,061 

12 

9 

632 

18 

9 

13,628 

13 

1 

0 

6 

10 

109 

95 

204 

1898-99 

39 

10 

9 

126 

0  11 

13,651 

4 

1 

369 

10 

8 

13,291 

13 

5 

0 

6 

7 

88 

80 

168 

1899-1900 

24 

13 

6 

lot 

5 

3 

... 

13,659 

10 

1 

454 

9 

1 

1,305 

1 

0 

0 

6 

4 

96 

93 

189 

1900-1901 

26 

4 

3 

116 

12  7 

163 

0 

4 

14,446 

3 

n 

525 

8 

5 

13,919 

14,212 

14 

94 

0 

6 

4 

104 

96 

200 

1901-1902 

29 

5 

9 

116 

12 

6 

42 

12 

0 

14,769 

17 

8 

547 

3 

10^ 

13 

94 

0 

6 

4 

99 

83 

182 

1902-1903 

22 

6 

9 

111 

10 

5 

94 

12 

11 

16,029 

0 

6 

517 

18 

n 

14,511 

2 

44 

0 

6 

1 

1 18 

108 

226 

1903-1904 

17 

5 

9 

22 

0 

5 

35 

10 

6 

16,017 

7 

10 

406 

6 

2 

15,611 

1 

8 

0 

6 

2 

105 

101 

206 

1904-1906 

19 

18 

0 

17 

17 

1 

50 

18 

0 

16,006 

6 

3 

449 

9 

2 

15,567 

12 

10 

0 

5 

10 

124 

116 

240 

1906-1906 

30 

11 

3 

3 

18 

0 

190 

17 

10 

16,862 

9 

7h 

631 

19 

lU 

16,220 

9 

8 

0 

6 

11 

134 

96 

230 

1906-1907 

35 

18 

3 

4 

19 

6 

16,298 

17 

10 

654 

4 

H 

16,644 

13 

04 

0 

5 

10 

109 

125 

234 

1907-1908 

3(1 

12 

9 

2  16 

3 

... 

17,078 

8 

3 

474 

1 

3 

16,604 

7 

0 

0 

6 

34 

148 

131 

279 

1908-1909 

22 

11 

0 

1  11 

8 

17,786 

8 

11 

633 

6 

lOj 

17,153 

3 

04 

0 

6 

6 

114 

123 

237 

Year. 

Lighting. 

1907-1908 

166  9  2 

1908-1908 

303  0  10 

■*. 

'"l- 


ffl'lliij;!./  ^ 

{nit  ..)<:■( 

,!-•...  /  -  < 


.  (7 

•  ^  ^.>rH 


/V->  ■ 

•»J\  * 


r  >•  '^0  ■  ' 

;»•  'v- 


•.U 

:*ii 
t  ■ ' 

1 1 


tfii. 


«*!/ 

'CJ 

'f.7 


<  I 


'  M 
.1 
It. 


*  W  • 

♦  «.♦  t 

■A  * 


;•» 


'7^  i>., 


’*‘i  ; 


>;  ; 


.5*:  ♦  -i 

•■/J  ir  i:-: 

ij 


•  i 

'V 

i':. 

7 

l>  '*.  t* 

<4 
%  • 

1 

• 

*v> 

;* 

O'  =.' 

i 

:> 

•1  „-l 

■;> 

"  If 

\  >; ' 

'•  *.'•* 

7  fi 

•  . 

■  1  1 

k- 

t 

k 

'1 

0  . . 

1 

1 

» 

•* 

r 

’* 

.  • 

•> 

■v>  p; 

•  4 

.u  -p 

rr 


.#■ 

1 


n .  -  ' nh 


iif/. 


;  ' 
t  ^f(«lr* 


i>/ ;  ■  ' 


■I  7 


t  y 


4> 


c.yJi 


,V-;. 

,. 

>  -.1  1  .> 

•  f  ,• 

1 

■ 

‘  >'  f- 1  .fiiVi'  1 

)  * 

i 

' '  \  ’ 

^  «li  t7/  ■' 

V 

»* 

7-1 

t<; -u  Kv 

■,«J 

>"  1 

/■>7 

'  ?■  ■ 

f  lW:V' 

*'o 

^  • 

'I.-.; 

•V 

Jl 

1 

■  ^  K>\ 

■*  .•-  •  e 

■  -t 

"  -  I; 

f'J  t>  ■i’i* 


l-Tll  , 


>•  jiL' 

j 

I 


.J 


^7  (inf* 

^v7..fc 

'  TT-- 


.  r,  r.‘:  .’r  M  } 

■  iV  .J''  •,■•■.. 


''  i>i 

->: 


.a  " 


«*"  <>T9Ir‘ J 

JK 

■AeAl  •  ■: 


T  ‘ilf 
w  -t  • 

l.». 


J 


75i 

W’-^  788 1  '  ’ 


•I  • 


i  '.  7-'.  ■ 

.■‘f ;  .f7i.  I'l 

'"•  i^;^  *1 

'■/.'J  lTi)l  iH 

‘.i:i  ».:  .  ,- 

c.';.'  ■“  (  •■ 


n  ".i  V‘,‘'  (  ''  ‘-*1  j<r  ’Xi  t7< .,  i  .{i  iKJii 

,...1,  I  .  .v  ,'  .ix  ■';•■■  id- iMijur " 

'  y  ru,  h  Vi  ^  ‘  •■'I  ■  'X  t<-  ‘fi.rl it  ■  M  n* -  i 

<7  'Ip  '“in. ,«»  y  -'-:^'-  7  i'-;  ■  M.  >•<'1”  ' 

Mt  i"  '*«•.  vlfiTj  '  '•»  .i  7  7i  ,‘.i!  i 

.i  ■•  .7  ‘  VI  t‘  •■  :  ■-  <' 

'■  yi  I)i,  7  <■'  «’r.'  .."’ll  >;  t,, 

'  -  -'  -  -  ,/  . -  ^  -  *S 


.Xis.  K  r; 

t  :i'^ 


**  *t 
1 1)“- 


•p  • 

7  ;>Ki,«*i 


f'-'  I 


f;  f,  ■  fi-  "  '*  -  V  -fi  V'l  '  ft  •' 

,  [4'  ..  ■■«,'  (i'aI  ir  '  <J  '.)  <fS 

■c.  71  [v,  .  .  j,  ...  -  ^  rA  4; 

^  ,  .1  ■■  ', 

'  >  ^  t  ■  I  •  '  PTl^ 


Hi:,  i 

*>'  ;tO  ‘I  •‘’ 


1  ti 


% 


'/V 


1 


« 

LEPERS’  HOME. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  Slst  Ma  rch,  1909. 


Jamaica  Leper  Asylum,  30th  April,  1909. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Annual  Report  on  this  Institution  for  the  financial  Year  termi¬ 
nating  on  the  Slst  March,  1909. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  I  was  absent  on  leave  in  England,  and  my  duties  were  most 
creditably  performed  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Lopez.  The  subordinate  Staff  have  carried  out  my  instructions  to 
my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  Public  Works  Department  completed  the  reconstruction  of  the  Kitchen  which  was  greatly 
needed.  The  exterior  of  the  female  wai’ds  and  the  Infirmary  were  painted,  and  the  interiors  limewashed. 
General  repairs  were  effected  on  various  buildings,  the  floors,  windows,  and  fences  being  repaired.  The 
Matron’s  bathroom  was  enlarged  and  a  bath  supplied.  The  concrete  drain  was  extended. 

I  have  to  specially  thank  Sir  Henry  and  Ladj^  Blake  who  visited  and  brought  a  present  for  each 
individual  inmate  ;  Dr.  Stone  of  Brighton,  Eng.  ;  the  Gustos  and  Mrs.  McGrath,  for  fruit  and  maga¬ 
zines  ;  Miss  Marvin  of  Shortwood,  who  kindly  sent  us  a  large  supply  of  Christmas  gifts,  and  Mr.  Leon 
who  kindly  arranged  a  Concert  for  the  inmates. 

The  Report  on  Leprosy. 

The  Bacteriology  of  Leprosy. — The  Bacillus  of  Leprosy  was  first  discovered  by  Hansen  in  1871. 
Neisser  in  1879  confirmed  Hansen’s  observations,  and  although  the  germ  fails  to  come  under  the  post- 
tulates  of  Koch  it  is  generally  accepted  as  the  specific  cause  of  the  disease.  See  Annual  Report  1903. 

Up  to  the  present  the  cultivation  of  the  bacillus  in  artificial  media  has  failed.  I  propose  to  give 
a  resume  of  the  most  recent  experiments  in  this  direction. 

Bordoni-Uffreduzzi  claimed  to  have  cultivated  a  microbe  from  the  bone  marrow  which  resembled 
the  Lepra  bacillus,  and  the  experiments  were  confirmed  by  Gianturco,  but  as  the  germs  could  not  be 
obtained  from  other  leprous  organs,  the}^  cannot  be  accepted  as  being  true  lepra  bacilli. 

Campana  and  Ducrey  cultivated  an  anaerobic  bacillus  from  leprous  material  but  as  this  germ  was 
decolourized  by  the  staining  method  of  Koch-Ehrlich  it  was  clearly  not  Hansen’s  bacillus. 

The  most  interesting  microbes  obtained  from  the  blood  and  tissues  of  lepers  are  some  Diphtheroid 
bacilli  that  have  been  cultivated  by  Babes,  Levy,  Czaplewski,  and  Spronk.  After  Levy  and  Czaplewski 
had  published  their  discoveries  a  prolonged  discussion  took  place  and  eventually  both  authorities  stated 
that  they  did  not  believe  that  the  pseudo-diphtheritic  bacillus  had  any  relation  to  Leprosy. 

Spronk’s  bacillus  was  cultivated  on  specially  prepared  potatoes,  and  he  claimed  a  stronger  agglu¬ 
tinating  power  of  leprous  blood  serum  than  from  that  of  healthy  persons,  but  Babes  could  not  confirm 
his  experiments. 

Some  of  the  latest  researches  have  been  conducted  by  Scholz  and  Klingmuller.  They  would  appa¬ 
rently  have  had  the  most  suitable  cases  for  their  experimental  cultivations  which  were  carried  on  for 
over  l-j  years.  They  not  only  used  the  ordinary  media  of  the  laboratory,  but  tried  every  conceivable 
preparation,  and  they  report  that  their  results  were  in  every  case  negative.  They  confirm  the  finding 
of  Babes  that  the  agglutinations  claimed  by  Spronk  for  the  diphtheroid  bacillus  found  in  some  cases 
was  no  stronger  in  leprous  than  in  normal  serum. 

It  is  further  interesting  to  note  that  in  Russia,  Germany  and  England,  a  disease  has  been  observed 
in  Rats  which  presents  many  of  the  characteristics  of  leprosy.  Dean  has  fully  described  the  affection  in  the 
Journal  of  Hygiene.  Vol.  99. 

The  lesions  of  the  skin  are  the  same,  and  they  contain  a  bacillus  which  stains  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  lepra  bacillus,  that  is,  it  is  acid-fast.  Rats  can  be  inoculated  with  the  tissue  juices  of  an  infected 
animal  but  no  other  species  of  animal  is  affected.  The  organism  cannot  be  cultivated  outside  the  body 
of  the  rat  by  any  known  means,  but  Dean  has  obtained  a  diphtheroid  bacillus,  most  interesting  in  relation 
to  the  discoveries  of  Babes,  Spronk  and  others  with  reference  to  leprosy. 

As  these  pseudo-diphtheria  bacilli  arc  widely  distributed,  and  have  been  obtained  from  the  mouth, 
nose  skin  and  blood  of  diseased  persons,  as  well  as  from  some  healthy  subjects,  I  cannot  believe  that 
they  have  any  relation  to  leprotic  disease. 

I  have  recently  at  my  own  expense  fully  equipped  a  bacteriological  laboratory,  and  I  hope  to  carry 
out  some  original  research  on  this  interesting  and  important  subject. 

The  Treatment  of  Leprosy. — Since  my  return  to  Jamaica  I  have  been  treating  leprosy  with  Nastine 
after  the  method  described  by  Deyke  Pasha,  and  referred  to  in  my  Annual  Report  2  years  ago. 

Deyke  Pasha  and  Reschad  Bey  of  Constantinople  have  prepared  from  cultures  of  the  leprosy  bacillus 
on  milk  a  pure  fatty  substance  which  they  regard  as  the  glycerine  ester  of  a  highly  fatty  acid  and  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name  Nastine.  To  this  is  added  Benzoyl  chloride,  the  chloride  of  the  simplest 
aromatic  acid,  namely,  Benzoic  Acid.  This  substance  was  first  obtained  by_  Liebig  and  Wohler  by  the 
action  of  chlorine  on  Benzaldehyde.  The  preparation  obtained  by  the  addition  of  this  acid  Haloid  is 
called  Nastine  B.  and  standard  solutions  are  made  by  dilutions  with  sterile  olive  oil,  which  are  injected 
subcutaneously.  The  authors  claim  that  Nastine  is  the  fatty  substance  in  the  bacillus  of  leprosy  which 
o'ives  the  organism  its  high  power  of  resistance,  and  by  the  injection  of  the  bacterial  fat  active  immunity 
fs  produced  against  the  same  substance  in  the  bacilli. 

Kempner  and  Schepilewsky  have  demonstrated  that  pure  neutral  olive  oil  has  the  power  of  pro- 
motino-  immunity  to  toxines,  notably  with  th^  Bacillus  botulinus  of  Van  Ermengem.  This  theoiy  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  that  by  which  immunity  is  produced  by  Koch’s  Tuberculin  in  tuberculosis, 
a  closely  allied  affection. 

Four  children  were  selected,  3  being  tubercular  and  one  anaesthetic.  They  were  in  good  health 
except  the  anaesthetic  lad  who  is  somewhat  anaemic  and  ill-nourished.  The  results  are  practically 


■> 


negative.  The  disease  is  no  more  retarded  or  arrested  than  would  be  demonstrated  by  any  form  of 
tonic  treatment,  and  in  my  opinion  is  not  as  effective  as  the  treatment  by  mercurial  injections  or 
chaulmoogra  oil. 

The  treatment  lasted  4^  months,  covering  a  period  of  clinical  observation  sufficiently  long  to  note 
some  improvement  if  present.  The  authors,  however,  conclude  one  of  their  pamphlets  with  the  following  : 
'‘the  less  one  expects  I’apid  and  miraculous  results  and  the  more  one  is  able  to  control  ones  own  and 
“the  patients  impatience,  the  better  results  will  be  obtained.” 

I  have,  &c.. 


W.  D.  Xeish,  M.D.,  Medical  Attendant. 

The  Superintending  Medical  Officer, 

King.ston. 


Table  I. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Remaining  in  Asylum,  31.3.08 

55 

50 

105 

Admitted  during  1908-1909 

15 

9 

24 

4  Re-admissions. 

Discharged  “ 

1 

1 

Non-leper.  Law  15  erf 
1896,  Sec.,  9. 

Absconded  “ 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Died 

9 

6 

15 

Remaining  in  Asylum  31.3.09 

60 

53 

113 

Table  II.— Comparative  Statistics  from  1st  Oct.,  1878  to  31st  March,  1909. 


Year. 

1 

Admissions, 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

at  end  of 
year. 

Death. 

rate 

per 

100. 

j  Re-admissions 

j  of  Lepers. 

Lepers. 

Non- 

Lepers. 

Lepers. 

1 

Non- 

Lepers. 

Lepers. 

Non- 

Lepers. 

s 

Cj 

Lepers. 

Non- 

1878-79 

26 

39 

2 

40 

10 

3 

40 

31 

10.31 

1879-80 

26 

43 

8 

31 

7 

51 

33 

5. 

1880-81 

39 

101 

16 

72 

11 

4 

63 

58 

6.69 

1881-82 

38 

115 

23 

107 

13 

5 

65 

61 

6.56 

1882-83 

40 

85 

22 

96 

8 

3 

75 

47 

4.38 

1883-84 

30 

71 

26 

63 

9 

3 

70 

52 

5.38 

1884-85 

33 

87 

18 

80 

14 

71 

59 

5.78 

1885-86 

39 

131 

17 

114 

16 

2 

77 

74 

6. 

1886-87 

25 

141 

17 

130 

16 

6 

69 

79 

6.94 

1887-88 

32 

8 

19 

23 

8 

78 

60 

16.48 

1888-89 

31 

93 

4 

98 

11 

6 

94 

49 

6.48 

Oct.,  ’89  to  March,  ’90 

9 

22 

6 

35 

12 

2 

82 

37 

8.04 

1890-91 

34 

67 

15 

88 

15 

2 

86 

14 

7.74 

1891-92 

38 

2 

8 

9 

15 

2 

101 

5 

12.16 

1892-93 

26 

1 

16 

4 

1 

100 

2 

8.27 

1893-94 

23 

2 

24 

3 

20 

.  . 

79 

1 

15.74 

7 

1894-95 

26 

1 

12 

18 

75 

2 

16.82 

14 

1895-96 

37 

2 

8 

4 

10 

94 

8.62 

10 

1896-97 

40 

2 

11 

2 

16 

1 

106 

12.5 

9 

1897-98 

38 

1 

3 

2 

13 

127 

8.96 

3 

1898-99 

20 

2 

8 

3 

20 

122 

1 

13.5 

6 

1899-1900 

27 

3 

3 

2 

20 

122 

1 

13.5  . 

6 

1900-01 

1  19 

3 

6 

2 

15 

120 

2 

10.3 

1 

1901-02 

!  9 

1 

4 

14 

2 

no 

2 

11.4 

2 

1902-03 

19 

2 

2 

17 

108 

2 

13. 

3 

1903-04 

33 

3 

5 

3 

20 

117 

1 

13.7 

1 

1904-05 

.  25 

5 

23 

114 

1 

16.1 

2 

1905-06 

19 

3 

14 

115 

1 

10.4 

3 

1906-07 

14 

1 

15 

.. 

113 

1 

11.62 

1 

1907-08 

11 

1 

5 

i 

1  14 

104 

1 

11.1 

1908-09 

24 

1 

15 

112 

1 

11.6 

4 

3 


TABLE  III. — Return  of  admissions  for  1908-1909. 


No. 

Names. 

Yi 

M. 

;ars. 

F. 

Form 

of 

Lepro¬ 

sy. 

Years 

afflict- 

ted. 

Re¬ 

admit 

ted. 

Country 

Late 

Residence. 

Date 

of 

admission. 

1 

D. 

147 

28 

A 

2 

Yes 

Jamaica 

St.  Elizabeth 

10.4.08 

2 

U 

185 

40 

T 

3 

No 

U 

St.  James 

17.4.08 

3 

(i 

186 

11 

4 

U 

U 

St.  Catherine 

24.4.08 

4 

(( 

171 

70 

A 

3 

Yes 

u 

St.  Catherine 

19.5.08 

5 

(( 

84 

21 

T 

? 

U 

u 

Kingston 

30.5.08 

6 

a 

6 

21 

A 

3 

a 

a 

St.  Thomas 

31.5.08 

7 

187 

59 

A 

10 

No 

u 

St.  Catherine 

15.6.08 

8 

U 

188 

39 

A 

26 

U 

u 

St.  Ann 

1.7.08 

9 

a 

189 

22 

A 

2 

U 

u 

St.  Ann 

1.7.08 

10 

a 

190 

45 

•? 

? 

a 

u 

Kingston 

10.9.08* 

11 

t< 

191 

30 

T 

3 

a 

India 

St.  Thomas 

6.10.08 

12 

a 

192 

38 

T 

1 

u 

Jamaica 

Kingston 

9.10.08 

13 

a 

193 

21 

T 

a 

U 

Kingston 

9.10.08 

14 

u 

194 

12 

T 

4  mths 

u 

U 

St.  Mary 

13.10.08 

15 

(( 

195 

13 

A 

4  yrs 

u 

a 

Manchester 

19.11.08 

16 

a 

196 

39 

T 

3  mths 

u 

u 

St.  Andrew 

19.11.08 

17 

<i 

197 

40 

A 

30  yrs 

a 

(( 

Manchester 

21.11.08 

18 

u 

198 

24 

T 

3  “ 

a 

u 

Clarendon 

23.11.08 

19 

a 

199 

?12 

T 

? 

u 

u 

St.  Andrew 

16.12.08t 

20 

i( 

200 

42 

T 

6 

a 

a 

Kingston 

29.12.08 

21 

a 

201 

21 

T 

3 

u 

u 

St.  Elizabeth 

23.1.09 

22 

iC 

202 

23 

T 

2 

(( 

u 

Clarendon 

8.2.09 

23 

u 

203 

38 

A 

1 

u 

n 

Trelawny 

25.2.09 

24 

u 

204 

19 

A 

2 

u 

u 

Manchester 

12.3.09 

*  Transferred  from  Lunatic  Asylum, 
t  Transferred  from  Reformatory. 


TABLE 

IV. — Birthplace  of  those  admitted 

1908-1909. 

Birthplace 

Male. 

Females. 

Total 

Kingston 

2 

3 

5 

St.  Catherine 

2 

1 

3 

Manchester 

1 

2 

3 

St.  Elizabeth 

1 

1 

2 

St.  Andrew 

2 

2 

St.  Ann 

1 

i 

2 

Clarendon 

2 

2 

St.  Thomas 

2 

2 

St.  James 

1 

1 

St.  Mary 

1 

1 

Trelawny 

1 

1 

15 

9 

24 

TABLE 

V. — Return  of  Discharged  1908-1909. 

Age 

1 

1 

1 

in  Years. 

Date  of 

Y  ears 

Form  of  i 

Date 

No. 

Name. 

admission. 

afflicted. 

j 

Disease.  < 

discharged. 

Remarks 

M. 

F. 

1 

D  175 

30 

25  July  1907  3 

1 

Not  a  I 

30.11.09 

Sec.  9  of  Law  15  of 

Leper  i 

1896 

4 


TABLE  VI.— Birthplace  of  Discharged  1908-1909. 


No. 

Birthplace. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total.  j 

i 

Remarks. 

1 

Manchester 

1 

/ 

1 

TABLE  NO.  VII — Return  op  Deaths  1908-1909 


No 

Names. 

Country. 

Colour. 

Ag 

in  ye 

M. 

e 

ars. 

F 

Date  of 

Adm  ssion. 

Date  of 

Death 

- >  1 

F orm  of  Leprosy. 

1 

Total 

years 

afflicted. 

Cause  of  death. 

1 

D. 

170 

Jamaica 

Black 

17i 

6.12.06 

17.4.08 

T. 

2i 

Pul  Tuber 

2 

D 

150 

a 

({ 

46 

6.12.05 

22.4.08 

T 

8i 

Chronic  Diarrhoea.. 

3 

D 

184 

u 

White 

22 

28.3  1900 

30.5.09 

A 

Hi 

Rem.  Feb. 

4 

D. 

184 

“ 

Brown 

26 

11.2.03 

6.6.08 

T 

9i 

«  « 

5 

D 

121 

i( 

Black 

29 

17.4.04 

11.6.08 

T. 

13 

Diarrhoea . 

6 

D 

155 

a 

Brown 

37 

13.9.05 

23.7.08 

A. 

22 

Exhaustion. 

7 

D 

179 

“ 

Black 

49 

14.10.07 

2.9.08 

T 

2 

Nephritis. 

8 

D. 

33 

India 

Brown 

39 

14.11.99 

22.9.08 

T 

13 

Chr.  Diarrhoea. 

9 

C 

138 

Jamaica 

Black 

55 

2.12.07 

28.10.08 

T 

19 

Exhaustion. 

10 

D 

148 

« 

Brown 

70 

1.6.05 

3.11.08 

T 

7i 

Brights. 

11 

B 

133 

iC 

Black 

54 

6.11.96 

29.11.08 

A 

23i 

Chr.  Diarrhoea. 

12 

D 

131 

({ 

U 

29 

3.9.04 

4.1.09 

T. 

m 

{( 

13 

D. 

46 

“ 

i( 

37 

11.9.00 

7.1.09 

T. 

8i 

Brights. 

14 

D. 

159 

U 

49 

29.3.06 

10.1.09 

T 

6-lOmths. 

Dysentery. 

15 

D. 

8 

U 

42 

17.1.99 

1.2.09 

T. 

11 

Exhaustion. 

Average  longevity  of  the  disease  in  those  who  died — 
A.  (males)  17  years  SJ  months. 

“  (Females)  22  years  2  months. 

T.  (males)  7  years  5  months 
T.  (females)  11  years  9^  months. 


TABLE  VIII. — Birthplace  of  those  who  died  1908-09 


Birthplace. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

St.  Catherine 

3 

1 

4 

Kingston 

1 

2 

3 

Trelawny  .  . 

2 

-  . 

2 

Clarendon  .  . 

1 

1 

St.  Elizabeth 

1 

1 

Manchester 

1 

1 

St.  James  . . 

1 

1 

2 

India 

1 

1 

9 

6 

15 

6 

TABLE  IX. — Chief  inter-current  diseases  treated  during  1908-1909. 


Form  of  Leprosy. 


Diseases. 

Tubercular, 

Ansesthetie. 

Total. 

Grand 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

General  Diseases — 

Mai.  Feb. 

30 

12 

20 

13 

i 

50 

25 

72 

Dysentery 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

5 

11 

Diseases  of  the  Eye — 

Conjunctivitis 

15 

26 

3 

8 

18 

34 

52 

Diseases  of  the  Nose— 

Ozmna 

20 

15 

7 

12 

27 

27 

54 

Rhinitis 

6 

8 

3 

9 

9 

17 

26 

Diseases  Respiratory  System — 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

1 

Digestive  System— 

250 

Dyspepsia 

60 

75 

35 

80 

95 

155 

Diarrhoea 

50 

90 

80 

36 

130 

126 

256 

Constipation 

40 

50 

60 

70 

100 

120 

220 

Urinary  System — 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

•  * 

3 

1 

4 

I 


